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ADVERTISEMENT. 
H E Publiſher of this DxscrIPTION is under 


ſome Difficulties, on account of the Author's 
addreſſing the Volume to him, and making him a 


_ "Compliment in the Beginning; which, as he is 


conſcious he does not deſerve, he hopes the Reader 
will impute to its proper Cauſe, namely, to the 
Warmth of Friendſhip, which is too apt to exalt 
the Object it efteems. The Gentleman who wrote 
this Volume, is of too much Conſequence to be 
obſtinately contradicted: and as the Bookſeller could 
not prevail on him to leave out the Compliment 
above-mentioned, he hopes his publiſhing of it will 
not be imputed to any other Motive, but that of his 
Readineſs to obey, | 
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DEAR SIR, 
» HOUGH, when I left London, I 


promiſed to write to you as ſoon as I 
bad reached my northern retreat, yet, 
El believe, you little expected, inſtead 
of a letter, to receive a volume; but I ſhould not 
ſtand excuſed to myſelf, were I to fail communicating 
to you the pleaſure I received in my road hither, from 
the fight of a ſociety, whoſe acquaintance I owe to one 
of thole fortunate, though in appearance trifling, acci- 
dents, from which ſometimes ariſe the moſt pleaſing 
circumſtances of -our lives; for as ſuch I muſt ever 
eſteem the acquaintance of that amiable family, who 
have fixed their abode at a place which I ſhall aomi- 
nate Millenium Hall, as the beſt adapted to the lives 
of the inhabitants, and to avoid giving the real name, 
fearing to offend that modeſty which has induced them 
to gg» their virtues in retirement, 
giving you a very circumſtantial account of 
_ —— 4 confeſs I have a view the 
pleaſure, hich a mind like yours mult jreceive from 
the contemplation of ſo much virtue. Your con- 
ſtant endeavours have been to inculcate . the beſt 
principles into youthful minds, the only probable 
means of mending mankind ; for the foundation of 
moſt of our virtues, or our -vices, are laid in that 
ſeaſon of life when we are moſt ſuſceptible of impreſ- 
ſion, and when on our 2 as on a ſheet of white 


Paper, 
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paper, any characters may be engraven ; theſe lau- 
dable endeavours, by which we may reaſonably ex- 
pect the riſing generation will be greatly improved, 
render r y due to you, any examples which 
may teach thoſe virtues that are not eaſily learnt 
by precept, and ſhew the facility of what, in meer 
ſpeculation, might appear ſurrounded wich a diſ- 
couraging impracticability: you are the beſt judge, 
whether, by being made public, they may be con- 
ducive to your great end of benefiting the world. I 
therefore ſubmit the future fate of the following 
ſheets entirely to you, and ſhall not think any 
prefatory apology for the publication at all requiſite ; 
for though a man, who ſuppoſes his own life and ac- 
tions deſerve univerſal notice, or can be of general 
uſe, may be liable to- the imputation of vanity, yet, 
as I have no other ſhare than that of a ſpectator, 
and auditor, in what I purpoſe to relate, I preſume 
no apology can be required; for my vanity muſt 
rather be mortified than flattered in the deſcription 
of ſuch ' virtues as will continually accuſe me of 
my own deficiencies, and lead me to make an 


humiliating compariſon between theſe excellent ladies 


and myſelf. 

Lou may remember, Sir, that when I took 
leave of you with a deſign of retiring to my native 
country, there to enjoy the r and leiſure for 
which a few years labour had furnſſhed me with 
the neceſſary requiſites, I was adviſed by an emi- 
nent phyſician to make a very extenſive tour 
through the - weſtern part of this kingdom, in or- 
der by frequent change of air, and continued ex- 
erciſe, to cure the ill effects of my long abode in 
the hot and unwholeſome climate of Jamaica, where, 
while I increaſed my fortune, I gradually impair- 
ed my conſtitution; and though one who, like me, 
has dedicated all his application to mercantile gain, 
7 , : will 
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will not allow that he has given up the ſubſtance for 
the ſhadow, yet perhaps it would be difficult to deny, 
that I thus ſacrificed the greater good in purſuit of 
the leſs. WE te 
The eagerneſs with which I longed to fix in my 
wiſhed-for retirement, made me imagine, that when 
I had once reached it, even the purſuit of health 
would be an inſufficient inducement to determine 
me to leave my retreat. I therefore. choſe to 'make 
the adviſed tour before I went into the north. As 
the pleaſure ariſing from a variety of beautiful ob- 
jects is but half enjoyed, when we have no one to 
ſhare it with us, I accepted the offer Mr. Lamont 
(the ſon of my old friend) made of accompanying 
me in my journey. As this young gentleman has 
not the good fortune to be known to you, it may not 
be amiſs, as will appear in the ſequel, to let you 
into his character, | | 
Mr. Lamont is a young man of about twenty- 


five years of age, of an agreeable perſon, and lively 


underſtanding ; both perhaps have concurred to 
render him a coxcomb. The vivacity of his parts 
ſoon gained him ſuch a degree of encouragement 
as excited his vanity, and raiſed in him an high 
opinion of himſelf. A very generous father ena- 
bled him to partake of every faſhionable amuſe- 
ment, and the natural bent of his mind ſoon led him 
into all the diſſipation which the gay world affords. 
Uſeful and improving ſtudies were laid afide for 


ſuch deſultory reading, as he found moſt proper to 


furniſh him with topics for converſation, in the 
idle ſocieties he frequented. Thus that vivacity, 
which, properly qualified, might have become true 
wit, degenerated into pertneſs and impertinence. 
A conſciouſneſs of an underſtanding, which he 
never exerted, rendered him conceited; thoſe ta- 


lents which nature kindly beſtowed upon him, by 
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being perverted, gave riſe to his greateſt faults. His 
reaſoning faculty, by a partial and ſuperficial uſe, 
led him to infidelity, and the deſire of being thought 
ſuperiorly diſtinguiſhing, eſtabliſhed him an infidel. 
Faſhion, not reaſon, has been the guide of all his 
thoughts and actions. But with theſe faults he is 
good-natured, and not unentertaining, eſpecially in 
a tete-a-tete, where he does not deſire to ſhine, and 
therefore his vanity lies dormant, and ſuffers the beſt 
qualifications of his mind to break forth. This in- 
duced me to accept of him as a fellow traveller. 
We proceeded on our journey as far as Cornwall, 
without meeting with any other than the uſual in- 
cidents of the road, till one afternoon, when our 
Chaiſe broke down. The worſt circumſtances attend- 
ing this accident was our being ſeveral miles from 
a town, and fo ignorant of the country, that we 
knew not whether there was any village within a 
moderate diſtance, We ſent the poſtillion on 
man's horſe to the next town to fetch a ſmith, an 
leaving my ſervant to guard the chaife, Mr. Lamont 
and I walked towards an avenue of oaks, which 
we obſerved at a ſmall diſtance. The thick ſhade 
they afforded us, the fragrance wafted from the 
woodbines with which they were encircled, was ſo 
. delightful, and the beauty of the grounds ſo very 
attracting, that we ſtrolled on, deſirous of ap- 
proaching the houſe to which this avenue Jed. It 
is a mile and a half in length; but we were ſo 
charmed with the uncommon verdure and neatneſs 
of the fields, with the beauty of the flowers which 
were planted all round them, and ſeemed to mix 
with the quickſet hedges, that time ſtole away in- 
When we had walked about half a mile in a 
ſcene truly paſtoral,” we began to think ourſelves 


in the days of Theocritus, ſo ſweetly did the 3 
| 0 
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of a flute come wafted through the air. Never did 
paſtoral ſwain make ſweeter melody on his oaten 
reed. Our ears now afforded us freſh attraction, and 

with quicker ſteps we proceeded, till we came 

| within ſight of the muſician that had charmed us. 
Our pleaſure was not a little heightened, to fee, as 
the ſcene promiſed, in reality a ſhepherd, watching 

a large flock of ſheep. We continued motionleſs, 
liſtening to his muſic, till a lamb ſtraying from its 

fold demanded his care, and he laid afide Ris inftru- 
ment, to guide home the little wanderer, * 
Curioſity now prompted us to walk on; the neater 

0 we came to the houſe, the greater we found the pro- 
- fuſion of flowers which ornamented every field. 
x Some had no other defence than hedges of roſe- trees 
- and ſweet-bryars, ſo artfully planted, that they made 


OT” 7 


" a very thiek hedge, while at the lower part, pinks, 
e jonquils, byseintds, and various other flowers, ſeem- 
a ed to grow under their protection. Primroſes, vio- 
lets, lilies of the valley, and polyanthuſes, enriched 
4 ſuch ſhady ſpets, as, for want of fun, were not 
nt well calculated for the production of other flowers. 
ch The mixture of perfumes, which exhaled from this 
de profuſien, compoſed the higheſt fragrance, and ſome- 
he times the different ſcents regaled the ſenſes alter- 
ſo | nately, and filled us with reſfections on the infinite 
TY variety of nature. | 
p- When we were within about a quarter of a mile 
It of the houſe, the ſcene became ſtill more animated. 
ſo On one ſide was the greateſt variety of cattle, the 
eſs moſt beautiful of their kinds, grazing in fields whoſe 
ich verdure equalled that of the fineft turf, nor were 
nix they diſtitute of their ornaments, only the wood- 


bines and jeſſamine, and ſuch flowers, as might have 
tempted the inhabitants of theſe paſtures to crop 
them, were defended with roſes and ſweet- briars, 
| whoſe thorns preſeryed them from all attacks. 

und | B + Though 
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Though Lamont had hitherto . been little accuſ- 


tomed to admire nature, yet was he much captivated 
with this ſcene, and with his uſual levity cried out, 
If Nebuchadnezzar had ſuch paſtures as theſe to 
range in, his ſeven years expulſion from human 
© ſociety might not be the leaſt agreeable part of his 
© life.” My attention was too much engaged to cri- 
ticiſe the light turn of Lamont's mind, nor did his 
thoughts continue long on the ſame ſubject, for our 
obſervation was ſoon called off by a company of hay- 
makers in the fields on the other fide of the avenue. 
The cleanlineſs and neatneſs of the young women 
thus employed, rendered them a more pleaſing ſub- 
ject for pb Bens contemplation than any thing we 
had yet ſeen; in them we beheld rural ſimplicity, 
without any of thoſe marks of poverty and booriſh 
ruſticity, which would have ſpoiled the paſtoral air 
of the ſcene around us; but not even the happy 
amiable innocence, which their figures and counte - 
nances expreſſed, gave me ſo much ſatisfaction as 
the ſight of the number of children, who were all 
exerting the utmoſt of their ſtrength, with an air of 
delighted emulation between themſelves, to contri- 
bute their ſhare to the general undertaking. Their 
eyes ſparkled with that ſpirit which health and acti- 
vity only can give, and their roſy cheeks ſhewed the 
benefits of youthful labour. | | 
.\ Curioſity is one of thoſe inſatiable paſſions that 
grow 85 gratification; it ſtill prompted us to pro- 
ceed. Not unſatisfied with what we had ſeen, but 
deſirous to ſee ſtil] more of this earthly paradiſe, 
we approached the houſe, wherein, - as it was the 
only human habitation in view, we imagined muſt 
reſide the Primum Mobile of all we had yet beheld. 
We were admiring the magnificence of this ancient 
| - firucture, and inclined to believe it the. abode of 
I * the genius which preſided over this fairy land, 
| | | when 
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when we were ſurprized by a ſtorm, which had 
been for ſome time gathering over our heads, though 
our thoughts had been too agreeably engaged to pay 
much attention to it. We took ſhelter-under the 
thick ſhade of a large oak, but the violence of the 
thunder and lightning made our ſituation rather un- 
comfortable. All thoſe whom we had a little before 
ſeen ſo buſy, left their work on hearing the firſt 
clap of thunder, and ran with the — ſpeed to 
Millenium Hall, ſo J ſhall call the noble manſion of 
which I am ſpeaking, as to an aſſured aſylum againſt. 
every evil. : Be 
Some of theſe perſons, I imagine, perceived us; 
for immediately after they entered, came out a Wo- 
man, who, by her air and manner of addreſs, we 
gueſſed to be the houſe-keeper, and deſired us to 
walk into the houſe till the ſtorm was over. We 


made ſome difficulties about taking that liberty, but 


ſhe ſtil] perſiſting in her invitation, had my curio- 
ſity to ſee the inhabitants of this . hoſpitable manſion 
been leſs, I could not have refuſed to comply, as 
by prolonging theſe ceremonious altercations I was 


detaining her in the ſtorm; we therefore agreed to 


follow her. 

If we had been inclined before to fancy ourſelves 
on enchanted ground, when after being led through 
a large hall, we were introduced to the ladies, who 
knew nothing of what had paſled, I could ſcarcely 
forbear believing myſelf in the Attic ſchool. ' The 
room where they fat was about forty-five feet long, 
of a proportionable breadth, with three windows on 
one fide, which looked into a garden, and a large 
bow at the upper end. Over-againſt the windows 
were three large book-cafes, upon the top of the 
middle one ſtood an orrery, and a globe on each of 
the others. In the bow ſat two ladies reading, with 
pen, ink, and paper on a table before them, at 
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which was a young girl tranſlating out of French. 
At the lower end of the room was a lady painting, 
with exquiſite art indeed, a beautiful Madona; near 
her another, drawing a landſcape out of her own 
imagination; a third, carving a picture frame in 
wood, in the fineſt manner; a fourth, engraving ; 
and a young girl reading aloud to them; the diſ- 
tance from the ladies in the bow-window being ſuch, 
that they could receive no diſturbance from -her. At 
the next window were placed a group of girls, from 
the age of ten years old to fourteen. Of theſe, one 
was drawing figures, another a landſcape, a third a 
perſpective view, a ſourth engraving, a fifth carving, 
a ſixth turning in wood, a ſeventh writing, an eighth 
cutting out linen, another making a gown, and by 
them an empty chair and a tent, with embroidery 
finely fancied before it, which we afterwards found 
had been left by a young girl who was gone to prac- 
tiſe on the bd Ark 11 ef 7 
As ſoon as we entered they all roſe up, and the 
houſe-keeper introduced us, by ſaying, ſhe ſaw us 
ſtanding under a tree to avoid the 2 and ſo had 
deſired us to walk in. The ladies received us with 
the greateſt politeneſs, and expreſſed concern, that 
when their houſe was ſo near, we ſnould have recourſe 
to fo inſufficient a ſhelter. Our ſurprize at the ſight 
of ſo uncommon a ſociety, occaſioned our making 
but an aukward return to their obliging reception ; 
nor when we obſerved how many arts we had inter- 
rupted, could we avoid being med that we had 
even then intruded upon them. 
But before I proceed further, I ſhall endeavour 
to give you ſome idea of the perſons of the ladies, 
whoſe minds I ſhall afterwards beſt deſcribe by their 
actions. The two who fat in the bow-window were 
called Mrs. Maynard and Mrs. Selvyn. Mrs, May- 
nard is between forty and fifty years of age, a little 
4 | woman, 
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woman, well made, with a lively and genteel air, 
her hair black, and her eyes of the ſame colour, bright 
and piercing, her features good, and complexion 
agreeable, though brown. Her countenanee expreſſes 

| the vivacity of youth, tempered with a ſerenity 
which becomes her age. | 

Mrs. Selvyn can ſcarcely be called tall, though 
ſhe approaches that ſtandard. Her features are too 
irregular to be handſome, but there is a ſenſibilit 
and delicacy in her countenance which render her 
extremely engaging; and her perſon is elegant. 

Mrs. Mana, whom we had diſturbed from her 
painting, is tall and finely formed, has great ele- 

ues of figure, and is graceful in every motion. 
Her hair is of a fine brown, her eyes blue, with all 
that ſenſible ſweetneſs which is peculiar to that co- 
lour. In ſhort, ſhe excels in every beauty but the 
bloom, which is ſo ſoon faded, and fo impoſſible to 
be imitated by the utmoſt efforts of art, nor has ſhe 
ſuffered any further by years than the loſs of that 
radiance, which renders beauty rather more ref} plen- 
dent than more pleaſing. 

Mrs. Trentham, who was carving by her, was 
the talleſt of the company, and in dignity of air par- 
ticularly excels, but her features and complexion 
have been ſo injured by the ſmall-pox, that one can 
but juſt gueſs they were once uncommonly fine; a 
ſweetneſs of countenance, and a very ſenſible look, 
indeed ſtill remain, and have baffled all the moſt 
cruel ravages of that diſtemper. 

Lady Mary Jones, whom we found engraving, 
ſeems to have been rather pleaſing than beautiful, 
She is thin and pale, but a pair of the fineſt black 
eyes I ever ſaw, animate to a great degree a coun- 
tenance, which ſickneſs has done its utmoſt to ren- 
der languid, but has, perhaps, only made more 
delicate and amiable, Her perſon is — 
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genteel, and her voice, in common ſpeech, enchant- 
ingly melodious. 

8. Morgan, the lady who was drawing, ap- 
pears to be upwards of fifty, tall, rather plump, 
and extremely majeſtie; an air of dignity diſtin- 

iſhes her perſon, and every virtue is engraven in 
indelible characters on her countenance. There is 
a benignity in every look, which renders the decline 
of life, if poſſible, more amiable than the bloom of 
outh. One would almoſt think nature had formed 
— for a common parent, ſuch univerſal and tender 
benevolence beams from every glance ſhe caſts around 
her, a 
The dreſs of the ladies was thus far uniform, the 
ſame neatneſs, the ſame ſimplicity and cleanlineſs 
appeared in each, and they were all in luteſtring 
night-gowns, though of different colours, nor was 
there any thing unfaſhionable in their appearance, 
except that they were free from any trumpery orna- 
ments. The girls were all cloathed in camblet coats, 
but not uniform in colour, their linen extremely 


white and clean, though coarſe. Some of them were 


pretty, and none had defect in perſon, to take 
off ae that general pleaſingneſs which attends 
youth and innocence. | 

They had been taught ſuch an habit of atten- 
tion, that they ſeemed not at all diſturbed by our 
converſation, -which was of that general kind, as 
might naturally be expected on ſuch an occaſion, 
though ſupported by the ladies with more ſenſible 
vivacity and politeneſs than is uſual, where part of 
the company are ſuch total ſtrangers to the reſt ; till 
by chance one of the ladies called Mrs. Maynard by 
her name. | Yo J 
From the moment -I ſaw her, I thought her face 
not unknown to me, but could not recollect where, 
or when I had been acquainted with her, but her 
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name brought to my recollection, that ſſie was not 
only an old acquaintance, but a near relation. T 
obſerved, that ſhe had looked on me with particular 
attention, and I begged her to give me leave to aſk 
ber, of what family of Maynards ſhe was? Her 
anſwer confirmed my ſuppoſition, and as ſhe told me, 
that ſhe believed ſhe had ſome remembrance of my 
face, I ſoon made her recollect our affinity and for- 
mer intimacy, though my twenty years abode in Ja- 
maica, the alteration the climate had wrought m me, 
and time had made in us both, had almoſt effaced us 
from each other's memory. N 
There is great pleaſure in renewing the acquaint- 
ance of our youth; a thouſand pleaſing ideas accom- 
pany it; many mirthful ſcenes and juyenile amuſe- 
ments return to the remembrance, and make us, as 
it were, live over again what is generally the moſt 
pleaſing part of life. Mrs. Maynard ſeemed no leſs 
ſenſible of the ſatisfaction ariſing from this train of 
thoughts than myſelf, and the reſt of the company 
were ſo indulgently good-natured, as, in appearance, 
to ſhare them with us. The tea-table by no means 
; interrupted our converſation, and I believe I ſhould 
have forgot that our journey was not at an end, if 
a ſervant had not brought in word, that my man, 
who had obſerved our motions, was come to inform 
us, that our chaiſe could not be repaired that night. 
The ladies immediately declared, that _ 
their equipage was in — they would not ſuffer 
it to put an end to a pleaſure they owed to the acci- 
dent which had happened to ours, and inſiſted we 
ſhould give them our company till the ſmith had 
made all neceſſary reparations, adding, that I could 
not be obſtinately bent on depriving Mrs. Maynard 
ſo ſoon of the ſatisfaction ſhe received, from having 
recovered ſo long loſt a relation. I was _ A | 
| * 
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clined to reject this invitation: 122 was the 
chief deſign of my journey, and I ſaw not how I 
could receive more, than by remaining in a 1. ſo we 
extraordinary, and ſo perfectly agreeable. When both 
parties are well agreed, the neceſſary ceremonies pre- 
vious to a compliance are ſoon over, and it was ſettled 
that we ſhould not think of departing before the next 
day at ſooneſt. | | 
The continuance of the rain rendered it impoſſi- 
ble to ſtir out of the houſe ; my couſin, who ſeemed 
to think 1 neceſſary to amuſe, aſked if we 
loved muſic ? which being anſwered in the affirm- 
ative, ſhe begged the other ladies to entertain us 
with one of their family concerts, and we joining in 
their petition, proper orders were given, and we 
adjourned into another raom, which was well fur- 
niſhed with muſical inſtruments. Oyer the door was 
a beautiful St. Cecilia, painted in crayons by Mrs. 
 Mancel, and a fine piece of carved work over the 
chimney, done by Mrs. Trentham, which was a very 
artificial repreſentation of every fort of muſical inſtru- 
ment. | | 
While we were admiring theſe performances, 
the company took their reſpective places. Mrs. 
Mancel ſeated herſelf at the harpſichord, Lady Mary 
Jones played on the arch lute, Mrs. Morgan on the 
organ, Mrs. Selvyn and Mrs. Trentham each on 
the ſix ſtringed baſs; the ſhepherd who had charm- 
ed us in the field was there with his German flute; 
a venerable looking man, who is their ſteward, played 
on the violoncello, a lame youth on the French- 
horn, another, who ſeemed very near blind, on 
_ 3 and way — the fiddle. My couſin 
had ne ſhare in the performance, exc ſingin 
agreeably, wherein ſhe was joined by — of he 
ladies, and where the muſic could bear it, by ten 
af the young girls, with two or three others whom 
we 
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we had not ſeen, and whoſe voices and manner 
were equally pleaſing. They performed ſeveral of 
the fineſt pieces of the Meſſiah and Judas Maccabeus, 
with exquiſite tafte, and the moſt exact time. There 
was a ſufficient number of performers to give the 
choruſes all their pomp and fullneſs, and the ſongs 
were ſung in a manner ſo touching and pathetic, 
as could be equalled by none, whoſe hearts were 
not as much affected 5 the words, as their ſenſes 
were by the muſic. he light of ſo many little 
innocents joining in the moſt ſublime harmony, 
made me almoſt think myſelf already — the 
heavenly choir, and it was a great mortification 
to me to be brought back to this ſenſual world, b 
ſo groſs an attraction as a call to ſupper, which 
put an end to our concert, and carried us to another 
room, where we found a repaſt more elegant than 
expenſive. | 
The evening certainly is the moſt ſocial part of 
the day, without any of thoſe exceſſes which fo 
often turn it into ſenſeleſs revelry. The conver- 
ſation after ſupper was particular 5 animated, and 
left us ſtill more charmed with the ſociety into which 
chance had introduced us; the ſprightlineſs of their 
wit, the juſtneſs of their reflections, the dignity 
which accompanied their vivacity, plainly evinced 
with how much greater ſtrength the mind can 
exert itſelf in a regular and rational way of life, 
than in a courſe of diſſipation. At this houſe 
change came too ſoon, time ſeemed to wear a double 
portion of wings, eleven o'clock ſtruck, and the ladies 
ordered a ſervant to ſhew us our rooms, themſelves 
retiring to theirs. | 
It was impoſſible for Lamont and I to part till we 
bad ſpent an hour in talking over this, amiable 
family, with whom he could not help being much 
delighted, though he obſerved, they were very 
« deficient 
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« deficient in the bon ton, there was too much ſoli- 


c = in all they ſaid, they would trifle with trifles 
indeed, but had not the art of treating more weighty 


them an air of ruſticity; and he did not doubt, but 
on a more intimate acquaintance we ſhould find 
their manners much ruſticated, and their heads 
< filled with antiquated notions, by having lived ſo 
long out of the great world. | : 
I roſe the next morning very early, defirous to 
make the day, which J purpoſed for the laſt of my 
abode in this manſion, as long as I could. I went 
directly into the garden, which, by what I ſaw 
from the houſe, I judged to be extremely pretty, 
As I paſſed by the windows of the ſaloon, I perceived 
the ladies and their little pupils were earlier riſers 
than myſelf, for they were all at their various em- 
ployments. I firſt went into the gayeſt flower gar- 
den I ever beheld. The rainbow exhibits not half 
the variety of tints, and they are ſo artfully min- 
gled, and, ranged to make ſuch a harmony of colours, 
as taught me how much the moſt beautiful objects 
may be improved by a judicious diſpoſition of them. 
Beyond theſe beds of flowers riſes a ſhcubbery, where 
every thing ſweet and pleaſing is colleded As 
theſe ladies have no taſte but what is directed by 
good ſenſe, nothing found a place here from being 
only uncommon ; for they think few things are 
very rare but becauſe they are little defirable ; and 
indeed it is plain they are free from that littleneſs 
of mind, which makes people value a thing the 
more for its being poſſeſſed by no one but them- 
ſelves. Behind the ſhrubbery is a little wood, 
which affords a gloom, rendered more agreeable by 
its contraſt with the dazzling beauty of that part of 

the garden that leads to it. K the high pale which 
encloſes this wood I obſerved a little door; A7 
2 ty 


© ſubjects with the ſame lightneſs, which gave 


„ „ ont. AE" es 


c 


4 


MILLENIUM HALL./ 15 


ſity induced me to paſs through it; I found it 
opened on a row of the neateſt cottages I ever ſaw, 


which the wood had concealed from my view: 


They were new and uniform, and therefore I 


imagined. all dedicated to the ſame purpoſe. 2 


a very old woman ſpinning at one of the doors, 
2 her, by admiring the neatneſs of her habi- 
tation. | . | , 
Ay, indeed, ſaid ſhe, it is a moſt comfortable 
© place, God bleſs the good ladies! I and my neigh- 
* bours are as happy as princeſſes, we have every 
thing we want and wiſh, and who can ſay more:? 
Very few ſo much,” anſwered I, but pray what 
ſhare have the ladies in procuring the happineſs 
you ſeem ſo ſenſible of ?? Ye ts 


R K 


Why, Sir, continued the old woman, it is 


all owing to them. I was almoſt ſtarved when 
they put me into this houſe, and no ſhame of 
mine, for ſo. were my neighbours too; perhaps 
we were not ſo pains-taking as we might have 
been ; but that was not our faults, you know, as 
we had not things to work with, nor any body 
to ſet us to work, poor folks cannot know every 
thing as theſe good ladies do; we were half dead 
for want of victuals, and then people have not 
courage to ſet about any thing. Nay, all the 
pariſh were ſo when they came into it, | young 
and old, there was not much to chuſe, few of 
us had rags to cover us, or a morſel of bread 
to eat, except the two *Squires; they indeed grew 
rich, becauſe they had our work, and paid us not 
enough to keep life and ſoul together; they live 
above a mile off, ſo perhaps they did not know. 
how poor we were, I muſt ſay that for them; 
the ladies tell me I ought not to ſpeak againſt 
them, for every one has faults, only we ſee other 
peoples, and are blind to our own ; and certainly 

*1t 
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© it is true enough, for they are very wiſe ladies as 


© well as good, and muſt know ſuch things.“ the 
As my new acquaintance ſeemed. as loquacious as go 
her promiſed, I hoped for full ſatisfaftion, and cl 
aſked her, How the and her neighbours employed am 
< themſelves?” Not all alike, replied the good the 
© woman; I will tell you all about it. There are 55 
© twelve of us that live here. We have every one wi 
© a houſe of two rooms, as you may ſee, befide g 
other conveniences, and each a little garden; but chi 
© though we are ſeparate, we agree as well, per- as 
© haps better, than if we lived together, and. all for 
© help one another. Now, there is neighbour kee 
Sue, and neighbour Rachel; Suſan is lame, kn 
© ſo ſhe ſpins oaths for Rachel; and Rachel 2 
| © cleans Sufan's houſe, and does ſuch things for her . fou 
as ſhe cannot do for herſelf. The ladies ſettled int 
all theſe matters at firſt; and told us, that as they © par 
© to pleaſe God, affifted us, we muſt, in order to MI we 
© pleaſe him, ſerve others; and that to make us hap- tio 
© py, they would put us in a way, poor as we are, * tha 
© to do good to many. Thus neighbour Jane, who Ml © En; 
poor woman is almoſt ſtone deaf, they thought * fro 
© would have a melancholy life if ſhe was to be al- He 
« ways ſpinning and knitting, ſeeing other people MW take 
© around her talking, and not be able to hear a word conſe 
© they ſaid, ſo the ladies buſy her in making broths 2 
and caudles, and ſuch things, for all the ſick poor . Wo 
© in this and the next arif, and two of us are Wa 
« fixed upon to carry What ſhe has made to thoſe Ml © and 
© that want them; to viſit them often, and ſpend . em 
© more or leſs. time with them every day accord. * Þ'0 


© ing as they have, or have not relations to take 
care of them; for though the ladies always hire | We 
s nurſes for thoſe who are very ill, yet they will 
s not truſt quite to them, but make us overlook f be 
= © them = 
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them, ſo that in a ſickly time we ſhall be all day 
going from one to another.“ 
© But, ſaid I, there are I perceive many children 
amongſt you, how happens that? your ages ſhew 
they are not your own.“ 

c Oh! as for that, replied my intelligencer, I 

will tell you how that is. You muſt know theſe 
s ladies, heaven preſerve them] take every 
© child after the fifth of every poor perſon, as ſoon 
© as it can walk, till when they pay the mother 
© for nurfing it; theſe children they fend to us to 
© keep out of harm, and as ſoon as they can hold a 
© knitting-needle to teach them to knit, and to ſpin, 
© as much as they can be taught before they are 
© four or five years old, when they are removed 
into one of the ſchools. They are pretty com- 
© pany for us, and make us mothers in, as it 
© were, in our old age; then the childrens rela- 
© tions are all ſo fond of us for our care of them, 
© that it makes us a power of friends, which you 
© know is very pleaſant, though we want nothing 
© from them but their good wills.” 2 

Here I interrupted Toe by obſerving, that it muſt 
take up a great deal of time, and ſtop their work, 
conſequently leſſen their profits. | 
There is nothing in that, continued the good 
woman, the ladies ſteward ſends us in all we 
want in the way of meat, drink, and firing ; 
and our ſpinning we c to the ladies; they 
employ a poor, old weayer, who before they came 
broke for want of work, to weave it for us, and 
when there is not enough they put more to it, ſo 
we are ſure to have our cloathing ; if we are not 
idle, that is all they deſire, except that we ſhould 
be cleanly too. There never paſles a day that one 
or other of the ladies does not come and look 


. «, «. 


all over our houſes, which they tell us, and cer- 
* tainly 
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as the ſituation of this old Woman, whoſe heighbohirs, 
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tainly with truth, for it is a great deal of trouble 
to them, 1s all for our good, for that we cannot be 
healthy if we are not clean and neat. Then every 
Saint's day, and every Sunday after church, we 
all go down to the hall, and the ladies read 
prayers, and a ſermon to us, and their own family; 
nor do they eyer come here without giving us 
ſome good advice. We uſed to quarrel, to be 
ſure, ſometimes when we firſt came to theſe 
houſes, but the ladies condeſcended to make it 
up amongſt us, and ſhewed us ſo kindly how 
much it was our duty to agree together, and to 
forgive every body their faults, or elſe we could 
not hope to be forgiven: by Ged, againſt whom 
we ſo often ſinned, that now we love one another 
like ſiſters, or indeed better, for I often. ſee ſuch 
quarre]. Beſide, they have taught us that we are 
generally in fault ourſelves: and we find, now 
that we take care not to be perverſe, our neigh- 
bours are {ſeldom in the wrong, and when t 
are, we bear with it in hopes they will bear with 
us when we are as much to blame, which we 
may be ſure enough will happen, let us try ever 
ſo much to the contrary. hen the ladies ſeem 
ſo pleaſed whem we do any kindneſs to one ano- 


ther, as to be ſure is a great encouragement ; and 


if any of us are fick, they are ſo careful and ſo 
good, that it would be a ſhame if we did not do 
all we can for one another, who have been always 
neighbours and acquaintance, when ſuch great 
ladies, who never knety us, as I way ſay, but 
to make us happy, and have no reaſon to take 
care of us but that we are poor, are ſo kind and 
condeſcending to us.“ | | 15 

pleaſed with the good effect which the 


of her benefactors had on the mind, as well 
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by her own account, were equally benefited by the 
bleſſings they received, that | 


all, which, ſhe informed me, was a ſummons to 
breakfaſt. I obeyed its call, and after thanking her 
or her converſation, returned, with a heart warmed 
and enlarged, to the amiable ſociety. My mind 
as ſo filled with exalted reflections on their vir- 
ues, that I was leſs attentive to the charms of in- 


p nimate nature than when I firſt paſſed through the 
' Wardens. | | 
to Ml. After breakfaſt the ladies propoſed a walk, and as 


hey had ſeen the courſe I took when I firſt went 
put, they led us a contrary way, leſt, they ſaid, I 
ould be tired with the repetition of the ſame ſcene, 
told them with great truth, that, what I had be- 


„we muſt ever contemplate with freſh delight, 
1. and as ſuch examples could not fail of improving 
4 every witneſs of them, the pleaſure of reflection 


would increaſe, as one daily grew more capable 


By ſome more explicite hints they found out to 


what I alluded, and thereby knew where I had 


een; but turning the converſation to preſent ob- 


nd ect, they conducted us to a very fine wood, 
00 thich is laid out with ſo much taſte, that Lamont 
do bſerved the artiſt's hand was never more diſtin- 
ays zuiſhable, and perceived in various. ſpots the direc- 


ion of the perſon at preſent moſt famous for that 
ort of improvement. 


did their wood great honour, in thinking art had 
lent he: aſſiſtance to nature, but that there was 
little in that place for which they were not ſolely 
obliged to the latter.” Mrs. Trentham interrupted 


er who was ſpeaking, and told us, that, As 5 
b ha 


ſhould have ſtayed 
onger with Fer, if a bell had not rung at Millenium 


held could never weary, for virtue is a ſubject 


of enjoying it, by cultivating kindred ſenſations.” 


The ladies ſmiled, and one of them anſwered, * He 


wood is well ſtocked with pheaſants, wild turkic 
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© had no ſhare in the improvents which had been 
© made, ſhe might with the better grace aſſure Mr, 
Lamont, that Lady Mary Jones, Mrs. Mancel, and 


Mrs. Morgan, were the only perſons who had laid never 
© out that Ro and the Grote labourers in bPreſer 
© the country had executed their orders.” Lamont of th 
was much ſurprized at this piece of information, and done 

though he would have thought it ſtill more exqui- that 
ſitely beautiful had it been the deſign of the perſonſffi dere, 
he imagined, yet truth is ſo powerful, that he coul the a 
not ſuppreſs his admiration and ſurprize. Ever bount 
cut in it is terminated by ſome noble object. Ii cou 
ſeveral places are ſeats formed with ſuch ruſtic ſim << 

PUCK. as have more real grandeur in them, thai. lamt 
can be found in the moſt expenſive buildings. O kid 
an eminence, * boſomed high in tufted trees,” is . fatlir 
temple dedicated to Solitude. The ſtructure is a The 
exquiſite piece of Gothic architecture, the proſpeM* for t 
from it noble and extenſive, and the io cher 
placed, that one ſees no houle but at ſo confiderabl{W At 
a diſtance, as not to take off from that ſolitary aii Wer ] 
which is perfectly agreeable to a temple declared ere e 
dedicated to Solitude. The moſt beautiful object i it conc 
the view is a very large river, in reality an arm beautifu 
the ſea, little more than a quarter of a mile diſta ſuch fü 
from the building; about three miles beyond it lit of the 
the ſea, on which the ſun then ſhone, and made We gl. 


dazzlingly bright. In the temple is a picture 
n another of Silence, two of vario 
birds and animals, and a couple of moon- light pieca 
the workmanſhip of the ladies | 

Cloſe by the Temple runs a gentle murmur! 
_ rivulet, which flows in meanders through the reſt « 
the wood, ſometimes concealed from view, and the 
appearing at the next turning of the walk. I che grott 


th 


* 


ſquirrels and hares, who live fo unmoleſted, 
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they ſeem tp have forgot all fear, and rather to wel- 
come than fly thoſe who come amongſt them. Man 
never appears there as a mercileſs deſtroyer; but the 
preſerver, inſtead of the tyrant, of the inferior part 
of the creation. While they continue in that wood, 
none but natural evil can approach them, and from 
that they are defended as much as poſſible. We 
there, walked joint tehant of the ſhade, with 
the animal race; and a perfect equality in nature's 
bounty ſeems enjoyed by the whole creation. One 
could ſcarcely forbear thinking thoſe happy times 
were come, when the wolf ſhall dwell with the 
© lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with the 
kid and the calf, and the lion, and the 
« fatling together, and a y id ſhall lead them, 
The wilderneſs and the folitary place fhall be glad 
« for them, and the deſart ſhall rejoice, and as 
« theroſe.” . 

At the verge of this wood, which extends to the 
river I have mentioned, without perceiving we 
were enteting a building, fo well is the outhide of 
it concealed by trees, we found ourſelves in a moft 
beautiful grotto, made of foffils, ſpars, coral, and 
ſuch ſhells as are at once both fine and ruſtic; all 
of the glaring, tawdry kind are excluded; and by 
the gloom and ſimplicity preſerved, one would 
imagine it the habitation of ſome devout anchoret. 
Ivy and 'moſs in ſome places cover, while they 
ſeem to unite, the feveral materials of the variegated 
walls. The rivulet, which tuns through the wogsd, 
falls down one fide of the with great rapidity, 
droken into various ſtreams by the ſpar and coral, and 
paſſing through, forms a fine caſcade juſt at the foot of 
the grotto, from whence it flows into the river. Great 
care is taken to prevent the place from growing damp, 
ſo that we ſat ſome time in it with faſety, Te 
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ing the fmooth ſurface of the river, to which it lies very 
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As the ladies had ſome daily buſineſs on their 
hands which they never neglect, we were obliged to 
to leave this lovely ſcene, where I. think I could cli. 
have paſſed my life with pleaſure, and to return © no! 
towards the houſe, though by a different way from < nat: 
that we came, traverſing the other ſide of the wood. < unl 
In one ſpot where we went near the verge, I ob-B © is, 
| ſerved a pale, which, upon examination, I found « tha 
was continued for ſome acres, though it was re- its 
markable only in one place. It is painted green, fer 
and on the inſide a hedge of yews, laurel, and fav 
other thick . evergreens, -riſex to about Teyen or eight my 
feet high. I could not forbear aſking what was = my 
this ſo carefully encloſed. ' The ladies ſmiled on a ſti 
each other, but evaded anſwering my queſtion, loſo 
which only increaſed my curioſity. Lamont, not i day: 
leſs curious, and more importunate, obſerved, that Eve 
£ the incloſure hore, ſome reſemblance to one of out 
Lord. Lamore's, where he kept lions, tygers, “ mor, 
' © leopards, and ſuch foreign animals, and he would 1 in 
. © be hanged, if the ladies bad not made ſome ſuch WI* for | 
© collection, intreating that he, might be admitted to ence. 
c ſee them; for nothing gave him greater entertain- crue! 
ment than to d thoſe beautiful wild beaſts, any 
brought out of their native woods, where they had my 
reigned as kings, and here tamed and ſubjected to p 
£ by the ſuperior art of man. It was a triumph of * 
© ſuffen 


© cel 
© ex 
© CO! 
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- © human reaſon, which could not fail to afford great 
„ arte as To of de. et "4 
Not to us, I aſſure you, Sir, replied Mrs. “ adviſc 
* Mancel. When reaſon. appears only in the exer- / I ha 
© tion of cruelty, and tyrannical oppreſſion, it is ; while 
ut a 


© ſurely not a gift to be boaſted of. When a man 

© forces the furious ſteed to endure the bit, or tage 
| $ breaks oxen to the yoke, the great benefits he re- ſtandi 

| 5 C ceives 1 
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« ceives from, and communicates to the animals, 


for his own preſervation, perhaps for his conveni- 
ence, but certainly not to treat them with wanton 
cruelty; and as it 1s. not in his power to give them 
any thing ſo valuable as their liberty, it is, in 
my opinion, criminal to enſlave them, in order 
to procure ourſelves a vain amuſement, if we 
have ſo little feeling as to find any while others 
ſuffer.” . | | 
] believe, Madam, replied Lamont, it is moſt 
adyiſeable for me not to attempt to defend what 
I have ſaid; ſhould I have reaſon on my fide, 
while you have humanity on yours, I fhould make 
but a bad figure in the argument. What advan- 
tage could 1 expect from applying to the under- 
„ ſtanding, while your amiable diſpoſition would 
Se | _ © captivate 


oY © excuſes the forcible methods yy which it is ac- 
jeir « compliſhed. But to fee a man, from a vain deſire 
zed to have in his polleffion the native of another 
uld climate and another country, reduce a fine and 
urn « noble creature to miſery, and confine him within 
om narrow ' encloſures whoſe happineſs conſiſted in 
od, Wl « unbounded liberty, ſhocks my nature. There 
ob- (is, I confeſs, ſomething ſo amiable in gentleneſs, 
ind that I could be pleaſed with ſeeing a tyger careſs 
re- < its keeper, if the cruel means by which the 
en, WM fierceſt of beaſts is taught all the ſervility of g. 
and Wl fawning ſpaniel, did not recur every inſtant to 
ght my mind; and it is not much lefs abhorrent to 
vas < my nature, to ſee a venerable lion jumping over 
on WM a ſtick, than it would be to behold an hoary phi- 
on, |< loſopher forced by ſome cruel tyrant to ſpend his 
not | days in whipping a top, or playing with a rattle. 
hat Every thing to me loſes its charms when it is put ! 
of < out of that ſtation wherein nature, or, to ſpeak | 
rs, more properly, the all-wife Creator has placed it. = 
uld J imagine man has a right to uſe the animal race 
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« captivate even regſon itſelf ? But ſtill I am puz- 


© zled; what we behold is certainly an incloſure, 
and how can that be without a confinement to 
<, thoſe that ars within it? . 
After having ſpoken ſo much againſt tyranny, 
ſaid Mrs. Mancel, ſmiling, I do not know whe- 
< ther I ſhould be excuſable, if I left you to be ty- 
. © rannized by curioſity, which. I believe can inflict 
very ſeyere pains, at leaſt, if I _> be allowed to 
judge by the means people often take to ſatisfy it. 


* 


J will therefore gratify you with the knowledge of 


what is within this incloſure, which makes ſo ex- 
, traordinary an impreſſion upon you. It is, then, 

an, aſylum. for thoſe poor creatures who are ren- 
dered miſerable from ſome natural deficiency or 

redundancy. Here they find refuge from the ty- 
© ranny of thoſe wretches, who ſeem to think that 
© being two or three feet taller gives them a right 
© 'to make them a property, and expoſe their un- 
© happy forms to the contemptuous curioſity of the 
© unthinking multitude. Procruſtes has been brand- 
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© ed through all ages with the name of tyrant; 


© and principally, as it appears, from fitting the 
© body of every ſtranger to a bed which he kept as 
© the neceſſary ſtandard, cutting off the legs of 
© thoſe whoſe height exceeded the length of it, 
© and ſtretching on the rack ſuch as fell ſhort of 
© that meaſure, till they attained the requiſite pro- 
portion. But is not almoſt every man a Pro- 
© .cruſtes ? we have not the power of ſhewing our 
cruelty exactly in the ſame method; but, aRuated 
- © by the like ſpirit, we abridge their liberty, 
© and torment by ſcorn, all who either fall ſhort, 
or exceed the uſual ſtandard, if they happen to 
have the additional misfortune of poverty. Per- 
© haps we are in no part more ſuſceptible than in our 
* vanity; how much then muſt thoſe poor wretches 


« ſuffer, i 
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© ſuffer, whoſe deformity would lead them to wiſh 


a. ia ic 9a @a a aa a a a 


S a> Q  Q© OD. a, a © BB @M mn 2c a 
/ 


to be ſecluded from human view, in being ex- 
poſed to the public, whoſe obſervations are no 
better than expreſſions of ſcorn, and who are ſur- 
prized to find that any thing leſs than themſelyes 
can ſpeak, or appear like intelligent beings, 
But this is only part of what they have to en- 
dure. As if their deficieney in height deprived 
them of their natural right to air and ſunſhine, 
they are kept confined in ſmall rooms, and becauſe 


they fill leſs ſpace than common, are ſtuffed into 
chairs ſo little, that they are ſqueezed as cloſe as 


a pair of gloves in a walnut-ſhell. 
This miſerable treatment of perſons, to nia 


compaſſion ſhould ſecure more than common in- 


dulgence, determined us to purchaſe theſe worlt 
ſort of flaves, and in this place we have five who 
owed their wretchedneſs to being only three feet 
high, one a grey-headed, toothleſs old man of ſixty 
years of age, a woman of about ſeven feet in 
height, and a man who would be ſtill taller, if 
the extreme weakneſs of his body, and the 
wretched life he for ſome time led in the hands 
of one of theſe monſter-mongers, did not make 
him bend almoſt double, and oblige him to walk 
on crutches; with- which infirmities he is well 
pleaſed, as they reduce him nearer the common 
ſtandard.” ; 
We were very deſirous of ſeeing this enfran- 


chiſed company; but Mrs. Morgan told us it was 
what they ſeldom granted, for fear of inflicting 
ſome of the pains frem which they had endeavour- 
ed to reſcue thoſe poor creatures, but ſhe would 
ſtep in, and aſk if they had no objection to our ad- 
miſſion; and if that appeared mm the caſe, ſhe 
would gratify us. 
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This tenderneſs to perſons who were under ſuch 
high obligations, charmed me. She ſoon returned 
with the permiſſion we wiſhed, but intreated us to 
pay all our attention to the houſe and garden, and 
to take no more than a civil notice of its inhabi- 
tants. We promiſed obedience, and followed her. 
Her advice was almeſt unneceflary, for the place 
could not have failed of attracting our particular 
obſervation. It was a quadrangle of about fix 
acres, and the mward part was divided by nets into 
eight parts, four of which alternately were filled 
with poultry of all ſorts, which were fed here for 
the uſe of the hall, and kept with the moſt exact 
cleanlineſs, The other four parts were filled with 
ſhrubs and flowers, which were cultivated with 

t delight by theſe once unfortunate, but now 
appy, beings. A little ſtream ran acroſs the qua- 
drangle, which ſerved. for drink to the poultry, and 
facilitated: the watering of the flowers. I have al- 
ready ſaid, that at the inward edge of the pale was 
2 row of ever-greens; at their feet were beds of 
flowers, and a little gravel walk went round the 
Whole. At each corner was an arbour made. with 
woodbines and jeſſamine, in one or two of which 
there was always an agreeable ſhade. | F 

At one ſide of the quadrangle was a very neat 
habitation, into which a dwarf invited us to enter, 
to reſt ourſelves after our walk; they were all paſſin 
backwards and forwards, and thus gave us a ful 
view of them, which would have been a ſhocking 
fight, but for the reflections we could not avoid 
making on their happy condition, and the very ex- 
traordinary hilmanity of the ladies to whom they 
owed it; fo that inſtead of feeling the pain one 
might naturally receive from ſeeing the human 
form ſo diſgraced, we were filled with admiration 
of the human mind, when ſo nobly exalted by vir- 

| | tue, 
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tures, who wore an air of chearfulneſs, which 
ſhewed they thought the churliſhneſs wherewith 
they had been treated by nature ſufficiently com- 
penſated. Ihe tender inquiries the ladies made 
after their healths, and the kind notice they took 
of each of them, could not be exceeded by any 
thing but the affection, I might almoſt ſay adora- 
tion, with which theſe. people beheld their benefac- 
treſſes. IE! .. 

This ſcene had made too deep an impreſſion on 
our minds, not to be the ſubject of our diſcourſe all 
the way home; and in the courſe of converſation, 
T learnt, that when theſe people were firſt reſcued 
out of their miſery, their healths were much im- 


frſt, all medicinal care was taken, ald air and 
exerciſe aſſiſted greatly in their recovery: but to 
cure the malady of the mind, and conquer that in- 
ternal ſource of unhappineſs, was a work of longer 
time. Even theſe poor wretches had their vanity, 


the argument was, the money their keepers had 
gained in exhibiting them. To put an end to this 


what they thought a ſubject for boaſting, was only 
a proof of their being ſo much farther from the 
uſual ftandard of the Iron form, and therefore a 
more extraordinary ſpetacle. But it was long be- 


her pretentions to ſuperiority, which ſhe claimed 
on account of an extraordinary honour ſhe had re- 
ceived from a great princeſs, who had made her 
preſent of a ſedan chair. 


ſuaſion, a. conviction of principles, of which they 
had before no —_— the happineſs of - their 


| 
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tue, as it is in the patroneſſes of theſe poor crea- 


paired, and their tempers more ſo: to reftore the 


and would contend for ſuperior merit, of which 


contention, the ladies made them underſtand, that 
fore one of them could be perſuaded to lay afide ' 


At length, however, much reaſoning and per- 


3 ſituation, 1 


, 
j 
| 
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ſituation, and the improvement of their healths, 


concurred to ſweeten their tempers, and they now 
live in great harmony. They are entirely miſtreſſes 
of their houſe, have two maids to wait on them, 
over whom they have ſole command, and a perſon 
to do ſuch little things in their garden as they can- 
not themſelves perform; but the cultivation of it is 
one of their great pleaſures; and by their extraor- 
dinary care, they have the ſatisfaction of preſenting 
the fineſt flowers of the ſpring to their benefactreſſes, 
before they are blown in any other place. 

When they firſt came, the ladies told us, that 
the horror they had conceived of being exhibited as 
public ſpectacles, had fixed in them ſuch a fear of 


being ſeen. by any ſtranger, that the ſound of a 


voice, with which they were not acquainted, at the 
outſide of the pailing, or the trampling of. feet, 
would ſet them all a running behind the buſhes to 
hide themſelves, like ſo many timorous partridges in 
a mew, hurrying behind ſheaves of corn for ſhel- 
ter; they even found a convenience in their ſize, 
which, though it rendered them unwilling to be 
ſeen, enabled them ſo eaſily to find places for con- 
cealment. ER . 

Buy degrees the ladies brought them to concent to 
ſee their head- ſervants, and ſome of the beſt people 
in the pariſh; defiring, that to render it more agree- 
able to their viſitors, they would entertain them 
with fruit and wine; adviſing them to aſſiſt their 
neighbours in plain work: thus to endear them- 
ſelves to them, and procure more frequent viſits, 
which as they choſe to confine themſelves within 
ſo narrow a compaſs, and enjoyed but- precarious 
health, their benefactreſſes thought a neceſlary 
'. amuſement. Theſe recommendations, and the 
incidents wherewith their former lives had furniſh- 
ed them to amuſe their company, and which they 

| now 
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now could relate with pleaſure, from the happy 
ſenſe that all mortifications were paſt, rendered 
their converſation much courted among that rank of 


ople. | 

. K occurred to me, that their diflike to being 
ſeen by numbers, muſt prevent their attendance on 
public worſhip; but my couſin informed me, that 
this conſequence was thus avoided. There was in 
the church an old gallery, which from diſuſe was 
grown out of repair: this the ladies cauſed to be 
mended, and the front of it ſo heightened, that theſe 
little folks when in it could not be ſeen; the tall 
ones contrived by ſtooping, when they were there 
not to appear of any extraordinary height: they 
were conveyed to church in the ladies coach, and 
ſet down cloſe to covered ſtairs, which led up to the 
gallery, | | | | 
This ſubject employed our converſation till we 
approached the hall; the ladies then, after inſiſting 
that we ſhould not think of going from thence that 
day, all left us, except Mrs. Maynard. It may 
ſeem ſtrange that F was not ſorry for their departure; 
but, in truth, I was ſo filled with aſtoniſhment at 
characters ſo new, and ſo curious to know by 
what ſteps women, thus qualified both by nature 
and fortune to have the world almoſt at command, 
were brought thus to ſeclude themſelves from it, 
and make as it were a new one for themſelves, 
conſtituted on ſuch very different principles from 
that I had hitherto lived in, that I longed to be 
alone with my couſin, in hopes I might from her 
receive ſome account of this wonder. I 100n made 
my curioſity known, and beſeeched her to gratify 

It. 
© I ſee no good reaſon, ſaid ſhe, why I ſhould 
© not comply with your requeſt, as my friends are 
above wiſhing to conceal any part of their lives, 
C4, * though 
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though themſelves are never the ſubject of their 
* own converſation. If they have had any follies, 
they do not defire to hide them; they have not 
pride enough to be hurt with candid criticiſms, 
and have too much innocence to fear any very 
© ſevere cenſures. But as we did not all reach 
© this paradiſe at the ſame time, I ſhall begin with 
© the firſt inhabitants of it, and indeed the founders 

Jof this ſociety, Mrs. Mancel and Mrs. Morgan, 
© who from their childhood have been ſo connected, 
© that I could not, if I would, diſunite them in my 
© relation; and it would be almoſt a fin to endea- 
vour to ſeparate them even in idea.” 

We ſat — in an arbour, whoſe ſhade invited 
us to ſeek there a defence againſt the fun, which | 
was then in its meridian, and ſhone with uncom- 
mon heat; the woodbines, the roſes, the jeſſa- 
mine, the pinks, and above all, the minionette, 
with which it was ſurrounded, made the air one 
| Aya perfume ; e breeze came loaded with 
Tragrance, ſtealing a giving odour, A rivulet 
ran bubbling by the fide of the arbour, whoſe gentle 
murmurs ſoothed the mind into compoſure, and 
Yeemed to hufh us to attention, when Mrs. May- 
nard thus began, to ſhew her readineſs to comply 
with my requeſt, 
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O U may perhaps think I am preſuming on 
| your patience, when I lead you into a 
k nurſery, or a boarding-ichool ; but the life 
of Louisa MANCEL was ſo early chequered with 
that various fate, which gives this world the motley 
appearance of joy and ſorrow, pain and pleaſure, 
that it is not in my power to paſs over the events 
of her infancy, I ſhall, however, ſpare you all 
that / is poſſible, and recommerd her to your notice 
only when ſhe. attracted the - obſervation of Mr. 
Hintman. This gentleman hearing that a perſon 
who rented ſome land of bim was come to London, 
and lodged at one of thoſe public houſes which by 
the landlord is called an inn, at the out- ſkirts of 
London, on the Surry-ſide; and having ſome occa- 
Cs Jon 


ſion to ſpeak to him, he went thither. The peo- 


quired for, who immediately came down ſtairs, 
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ple of the houſe called the man Mr. Hintman en- 


wiping tears from his eyes; the continuance of 
which he could hardly tis: Mr. Hintman aſk- 
ing the reafon of thoſe appearances of ſorrow, 
the good-natured old man told him, his viſit had 
called him from a ſcene; which had ſhocked him 
exceſſively. -* The firſt day I came here, ſaid he, 
© Tas induced by the frequent groans which iſſued 
© from the next chamber, to enquire who lodged 
© there; I learnt, it was a gentlewoman, who ar- 
rived the day before, and was immediately taken 
ſo ill that they apprehended her life in / Bu omg 
and, about two hours ago, the maid of the houſe 
ran into my room, begging me to come to her 
aſſiſtance, for the gentlewoman was in ſuch ſtrong 
fits, ſhe was not able to hold her. I obeyed the 
ſummons, and found the poor woman in fits in- 
deed ; but what appeared to me the laſt agonies 
of a life, which near exhauſted, laviſhes away its 
ſmall remains in ſtrong convulſions. | 
© By her bed-fide ſtood the moſt beautiful child ! 
ever beheld, in appearance about ten years of 
age, crying as if its little heart would break; not 
with the rage of an infant, but with a ſettled 
grief of a perſon mature both in years and afflicti- 
on. TI aſked her if the poor dying woman was 
her mother; ſhe told me, no,--ſhe was only her 
aunt; but to her the ſame as a mother ; and ſhe 
did not know any one elfe that would take care 
of her. 1 * 2 
After a time the poor woman's convulſions leſt 
her ;--ſhe juſt recovered ſenſe enough to embrace 
the lovely girl, and cried out,. Oh! my dear child, 
what will become of you? a friendleſs, helpleſs in- 
* fant! and ſeeing me at her bed - ſide, ſhe * 
: her 
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© her hands in a ſuppliant poſture ; and with eyes- 
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that petitioned in ſtronger terms than words could 
expreſs, Oh! Sir, ſaid the, though you are a {tran-- 


ger to me, yet I ſee you are not ſo to humanity ; 


--take pity on this forlorn child ;j--her amiable diſ- 
poſition will repay - you in this world--and the 
great Father of us all will reward you in the next, 
for your compaſſion on a wretched, friendleſs 
gir];--but why do ] call her friendleſs ?---her. 
innocence has the beſt of friends in. heaven ;---the 
Almighty is a parent ſhe is not left to ſeek for: 
he is never abſent;---Oh ! bleſſed Lord !---cried 
ſhe, with a degree of extacy and confidence, 
which moſt ſenſibly affected us all,--to thy care L 
reſign her;---thy tender mercies are over all thy 
works,--and thou, who careſt for the {ſmalleſt part 
of thy creation, will not deny her thy protection. 
Oh! Lord defend her innocence;--let her obtain 
a place in thy kingdom after death; and--for all 
the reſt--I ſubmit to thy providence; nor pre- 
ſumptuouſly pretend to dictate to ſupreme wiſdom, 
Thou art a gracious father;--and the. afilictions 
thou ſendeſt are-----Here her voice failed her; 
--but, by her geſtures, we could-perceive the con- 
tinued praying;- and, having before taken the 
child in her arms;z---the little angel continued 
there for fear of diſturbing her. By looks ſome+ 
times turned towards the poor infant, and ſome- 
times with her hand on her own heart, and then 
her eyes lifted- up as it were to heaven, we ſaw 
ſhe. mixed prayers for the little mourner, with 
interceſſions for herſelf, till ſenſe and motion 
ſeemed to fail her; ſhe then fell into a convulſion, 
and expifed. 8 '« ii 
The little girl perceived ſhe was dead; and 


6 became / almoſt as ſenſeleſs as the Jump... of 
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clay.which had ſo lately been her only fringe 
| J « — 6 
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© We had but juſt taken her from the body, fir, 
© when you came; and this was the occaſton of the 
emotions you obſerved in me.” | 
© The-cauſe was indeed ſufficient, replied Mr. 
© Hintman, but I am glad your forrow proceeded 
© from nothing more immediately concerning your- 
ſelf :--Miſery will ſtrike its arrows into a humane 
© heart; but the wounds it makes are not ſo laſting, 
© as thoſe which are impreſſed by paſſions more re- 
© lative to ourſelyes.*--* Oh,. fir,--faid the old man, 
you cannot form an adequate idea of the effect 
this ſcene muſt have on every ſpectator, except 
you had feen the child! — nature never 
© formed fo lovely a little creature! He continued 
his praiſes of Louiſa, till he excited Mr. Hintman's 
curioſity ; who expreſſing a deſire of ſeeing this mi- 
racle, was carried up into the good man's room, 
to which 'they had removed her. She, who had 
cried moſt bitterly before the fata] ſtroke arrived, 


was now ſo oppreſſed, as not to be able to ſhed a 9 
tear. They had put her on the bed, where ſhe lay ten 
fighing with a heart ready to break; her eyes were in 
fixed on one point, and ſhe neither ſaw nor heard © jet 
any thing that paſſed. | | cott 
hough her eountenance expreſſed unutterable “ her 
woe, got ſhe looked fo extremely beautiful, that WW © bad 
Mr. Hintman, highly as his expeRtation had been eon 
raiſed, was ſtruck with ſurprize. He allowed he © the 
never ſaw any thing ſo lovely; and the charms of ll © the 
which her melancholy might deprive her, were more © don 
than compenſated in his imagination by ſo ſtrong © this 
a proof of extreme ſenſibility, at an age when feu © decz 
children -perceive half the dreadful con nces of © her 
ſuch a misfortune. 3 | © cou 
He adviſed that ſhe ſhould be blooded, to prevent © her 
any ill effects from ſo ſevere a ſhock; for as ſnhe © the 
felt it as ſtrongly as one of a more mature an * pref 
77 | | 
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the ſame precautions ſhould be uſed. In this he 
was obeyed: and it gave her ſuch relief that ſhe 
burſt into a flood of tears; a change which ap- 
peared ſo ſalutary, that Mr. Hintman- would not 
immediately interrupt her. But his curiofity did 
not ſuffer him long to forbear aſking her name, 
and many other particulars; ſeveral of which ſhe. 
could not anſwer ;--all the account ſhe was able 
to give of herſelf was, that © her name was 


in, WY Mancel ; that the perſon for whom ſhe grieved 
ect © was her aunt; but had been intruſted with the 
pt ſole care of her from her ;earlieft remembrance. 
ver This aunt, ſhe ſaid, had often told her ſhe had 
ed © a father and mother living; but when ſhe 
n's © enquired why ſhe never ſaw or heard from 
ni- them, ſhe could get no ſatisfactory anſwer, but 
m, was put off with being told they were not in 
lad England; —-and that ſhe fhould know when ſhe 
ed, grew older. 
d a This perſon had bred her up with the utmoſt 
lay © tenderneſs, and employed the moſt aſſiduous care 
ere in her education; which was the principal ob- 
ard © ject of her attention. They lived in a neat 
© cottage in the moſt retired part of Surry, till 
ble her aunt, after having been ſome time in a 
hat WW bad ſtate of health, fell into a gallopin 
en 8 © conſumption. As ſoon as ſhe apprehende 
he © the danger with which her life was threatened, 
of © the prepared every thing for her removal to Lon- 
ore © don; but as ſhe did not expect ever to return, 
ng Bl © this took more time than the quickneſs of her 
few © decay could well allow. The haſty approach of 
of © her diſſolution affected her extremely on the ac- 
count of her little niece, and ſhe often expreſſed 
ent © her concern in terms intelligible to her who was 
ſhe the occaſion of it, who gathered from the ex- 


« prefions which fell from her aunt, that the 
motive 
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© motive for the journey was to find out ſome of 


© Miſs Mancel's relations, to whom ſhe might de- 
liver her before death had put a period ta her own 
© life;--and where the might fafely remain till the 
c return of her parents into England. 
- .* In this teſolution ſhe diſcharged the only ſervant 
© ſhe kept, delivered up her houſe to her landlord, 
and, after having ſettled all her pecuniary affairs, 
© ſhe ſet out on her journey with her little charge; 
but grew ſo ill on the road, that ſhe deſired to 
be ſet down at the firſt inn; and her illneſs 
© increaſed ſo faſt ſhe had no thought of remo- 
ving: nor was ſhe able to make any very exact 
£ enquiries after the perſons of whom ſhe came in 
< ſearch.” 2 | 

This account was interrupted with many tears, 
which ſerved to render it more affecting, and Mr. 
Hintman---as much touched as the good old 
man, who was the occaſion of his having heard 
it,--agreed with him; that it would be proper to 
examine into the effects of which the deceaſed was 
then poſſeſſed: and to ſee if they could find any 
paper which would in any degree clear up the myſteri- 
ous part of this affair. 

This was accordingly performed; but as to the 
latter intention without any ſucceſs; for after all 
the examination they could make, they remained as 
much in the dark as ever. 

They found in her trunk rather more money 
than was requiſite to bury her in a manner be- 
coming her rank; to defray the expences of her 
ſickneſs; and to reward thoſe who had attended 
her. 3% 
The old man expreſſed a willingneſs to take the 
child ;--he ſaid, it was a legacy left him by one 

s who had conceived ſome confidence in his hu- 
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manity, and he could not in conſcience diſap- 
point an opinion which did him honour ; though, 
having children of his own, he did not pretend to 
breed her up in the genteel manner to which the 
ſeemed by birth entitled.” 

Mr. Hintman replied, that © he ſhould have great 
reaſon to reproach himſelf, if, with the ample 
fortune he enjoyed, and having no children, or 
family to partake of it, he ſhould ſuffer another 
to take that charge, to whom it could not be ſo 


ſs convenient; he therefore would immediately re- 
0— ceive her as his child; and ſee her educated in all 
Ct accompliſhments proper for a young perſon of 
in 


faſhion and fortune ; as he ſhould be able to ſup- 
ply all deficiency, if requiſite, in the latter par- 
ticular,” Bk | 

The old man was very glad to have the child 


Id detter eſtabliſhed than with him; though he had 
rd or ſome hours looked with ſo much pleaſure on 
to er as his adopted daughter, that no conſideration, 
as ut the proſpect of her greater advantage, could 
wy ave.reconciled him to parting with her. 


In purſuance of the reſolution Mr. Hintman had 
aken, he carried Miſs Mancel to a French board- 
ng-ſchool, which he had heard commended ; very 
prudently judging, that his houſe was not a proper 
place for education, having there no one fit to take 
are of a young perſon. | | | 
Louiſa was ſo oppreſſed by the forlornneſs of 
er ſituation, that ſhe felt none of that reluct- 
ance to going among ſtrangers, ſo uſual with 
hildren of her age. All the world was equally 
inknown to her, therefore -ſhe was indifferent 
here ſhe was carried, only ſhe rather wiſhed 
not to have been taken from the good old man, 
hoſe venerable aſpect, and compaſſionate beha- 
| viour, 


[ 
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viour, had in ſome degree attached her to him; 
T but ſhe felt the generoſity of Mr. Hintman's 
declared intentions; and, young as ſhe was, had 
too much delicacy to appear ungrateful, by ſhew. 
ing an unwillingneſs to accompany him. Ma. 
demoiſelle d*Avaux, the miſtreſs of the ſchool, was 
pleaſed with the appearance of her young ſcholar, 
whoſe tears had ceaſed for ſome time; and her face 
bore no disfiguring ſigns of ſorrow ; the dejection 
_ which overſpread it, giving charms equal to tho 
of which it robbed it. 
Mr. Hintman defired Mademoiſelle d*Avaux 
to take the trouble of providing Miſs Mance 
with all things requiſite, and to put her in pro- 
per mourning ; thoſe minute feminine details be- 
ing things of which he was too ignorant to acquit 
[himſelf well; and gave ſtrict charge that her mind 
ſhould be cultivated, with the greateit care, and no 
accompliſhment omitted which ſhe was capable of 


acquiring. 


What contributed much towards gratifying this 
wiſh of Mr. Hintman's, was Mademoilelled*Avaux's 
houſe being ſo full, that there was no room for 
Louiſa, hut a ſhare of the apartment which Miß 
Melvyn had hitherto. enjoyed alone, and of which 
ſhe could not willingly have admitted any one to 
- partake but the lovely child who was preſented to 
her for that purpoſe. Her beautiful form prejudiced 
every one in her favour: but the diſtreſs and ſorrow 
which were impreſſed on her .conntenance, at an 
age generally too volatile and thoughtleſs to be 
deeply affected, could not fail of exciting a tender 
- ſenſibility in the heart of a perſon of Miſs Melvyn's 


W SEM 3008 1 | 
This young lady was of a very peculiar tum 
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Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn, whoſe attachment 
to her had appeared equal; but, in the former, it 
was rather the reſult of habit, and compliance with 
Lady Melvyn's behaviour, than a deep-rooted affec- 
tion, of which his heart was not very ſuſceptible ; 
while Lady Melvyn's arofe from that entire fond- 
neſs which maternal love, and the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing reaſon could excite in the warmeſt and tendereſt 
of hearts. ; ; 

Sir Charles was an eaſy-tempered, weak man, 
who gave no proof of good ſenſe, but the ferret 
deference he paid to his wife's judgment, whoſe 
very ſuperior underſtanding was on nothing ſo aſſi- 
duouſly employed, as in giving conſequenee to the 
man with whom ſhe was united by the deſire of her 
parents, contrary to her own inclination. Their 
authority had been neceflary to reduce her to m- 
pliance, not from any particular diſlike to Sir 
Charles, who had deſervedly the reputation of ſo- 
briety, and great good nature, -and whoſe perſon 
was remarkably fine; but Lady Melvyn perceived 
the weakneſs of his underſtanding, and ignorant 
of the ſtrength of her own, was unwilling to en- 
ter into life without a guide, whoſe 7 was 
equal to the deſire he might naturally be ſuppoſed 
to have to direct her right, through all the various 
paths in which ſhe might be obliged to walk; an 


ed aſfiſtance ſhe had always expected from an huſband, 
and thought even a neceſſ- part of that cha- 
an Hracter. She was beſides ſenſible of the difficulty 
de of performing a promiſe ſo ſolemnly made, as that 


of honour and obedience to one who, though ſhe 
knew not half her own excellence, ſhe muſt be ſen- 
ible was her inferior. 

Theſe reaſons had deterred Lady Melvyn from 
arrying Sir Charles, but when ſhe could no lon- 


ger avoid it without violating her duty to her pa- 


1 rents, 


, 
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uld wiſh; and which indeed ſhe had by inheri- 
ce; but her mother's humility made them appear 
her, as a peculiar gift of providence to her 
ughter. . 
Lady Melvyn ſoon began to inſti] all the prin- 
ples of true religion into her daughter's infant 
nd ; and, by her judicious inſtructions, gave her 
owledge far ſuperior to her years; which became 
leed the moſt delightful taſk to this fond parent; 
her daughter's uncommon docility and quick 
rts, continually ſtimulated by her tenderneſs for 
beſt of mothers, made her improve even beyond 
dy Melvyn's expectation. | 
In this happy ſituation Miſs Melvyn conti- 
ed till near the end of her fourteenth year, 
en ſhe had the misfortune to loſe this excel- 
oe parent; nor was ſhe the only ſufferer by Lady 
1c gelvyn's death; every poor perſon within her 
med owledge loſt a benefactreſs ;---all who knew her, 
excellent example; and ſome, the beſt of 
ends: but her extraordinary merit was but im- 
rfeftly known till after her deceaſe; for ſhe had 
de Sir Charles appear ſo much the principal 
ſon, and ſole director of all their affairs, that 
| the change in his conduct proved how great 
influence had been, ſhe enly ſhared the ap- 
dbation, which, afterwards, became all her 
3 | 
Human nature cannot feel a deeper affliction 
now- overwhelmed Miſs Melvyn; wherein 
Charles bore as great a ſhare, as the eaſineſs 
his nature was capable of; but his heart was 
t ſuſceptible. either of ſtrong or _— im- 
ions. He walked in the path Lady Melvyn 
| traced out for him; and ſuffered his daughter. 
nutate her mother in benevolent duties; = 
in ft! Q 
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the had profited too much by the excellent patte ight af 
whereby ſhe had endeavoured to regulate her actia fit 
not to acquit herſelf far beyond what could ha ut this 
been expected at her years. | e Lady 
Miſs Melvyn was not long indulged in the ober fur 
conſolation her grief could receive, - that of bei * 
permitted to aim at an imitation of her mother, arles, T 
for Sir Charles had not been a widower quite WW") um 
year, when he married a young lady in the neig ght to 
ourhood, who had deſigned him this honour fri had | 
the hour of Lady Melvyn's death; and, to procu mother 
better opportunity for affecting her purpoſe, | icht ne 
— 9 a moſt affectionate compaſſion for N dice thi 
lvyn's deep affliction; the viſited her continuii , to de 
and appeared ſo tenderly attached to her, that Mi ithout « 
Melvyn, whom neither long experience of the wor ough, ; 
nor any ſecret guile lurking . in her own heart, eme 
taught to ſuſpect others of attempting to deceive he nder re 
made that return of affection which ſhe thought et ſhe v 
titude required; nor was ſhe at all diſturbed wil had a 
ſhe found the was ſoon to look on this lady in : Liſs Me 
ther light, than that in which the had hitherto . ctiona 
her; it was eaſy for her to reſpect one (whom | ach me 
before loved; and ſhe had been taught fo true a nt at imbi 
neration for her father, that ſhe felt no zverſen gainſt a 
to obey whomſoever he thought proper to entiteſ had e 
her duty. = er daugh 
Miſs Melvyn had but very little time to con uthority. 
tulate herſelf on having acquired for a mother, theſe in 
friend in whoſe converſation ſhe hoped to en leable 
reat ſatisfaction, and to feel the tenderneſs of bool. | 
intimate, changed into the fondneſs of a pare,” Char 
She behaved to the new Lady Melvyn with the ſu his lad 
perfect reſpe& and humble obedience, as if nat nted wi 
had placed her in that parental relation; fezril  allured | 
if the gave way to the familiarity which had ul» for f 
ſiſted between them when they were on an equali friend, þ 
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ight appear like a failure in the reverence due to 
new ſituation. 

zut this behaviour, amiable as it was, could not 
e Lady Melvyn change the plan ſhe had formed 


ye a month, before ſhe began to intimate to Sir 
ales, that Miſs Melvyn's education had been 
ry imperfect ;--that a young lady of her rank 
ght to be highly accompliſhed: but that after 
he had been ſo long indulged by her parents, if 
mother-in-law were to pretend to direct her, it 
ight not only. exaſperate Miſs Melvyn, but pre- 
dice the world againſt herſelf; as people are too 
pt to determine againſt perſons in that relation, 
ithout examining the merits of the cauſe; and 
ough, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was little concerned about 
e opinion of the world, in compariſon with her 
nder regard for any one that belonged to him, 
et ſhe was much influenced by the other reaſon 
he had alledged, for not appearing to dictate to, 

iſs Melvyn, being very deſirous of keeping on 
ffectionate terms with her; and ſhe was already 


7 

1 uch mortified, at perceiving that young lady 
ad imbibed too many of the vulgar prejudices 
gainſt a mother-in-law; though, for her part, 


de had endeavoured to behave with ſubmiſſion to 
er daughter, inſtead of pretending to aſſume any 
uthority.” \ The conſequence and concluſion of 
theſe infinuations was, that it would be ad- 
iſeable to ſend Miſs Melvyn to a boarding- 


hool,” 


h his lady's. requeſt; and his daughter was ac- 
unted with the determination; which Lady Mel- 
alſured her, was very contrary to her inclina- 
on, for ſhe ſhould find a great loſs of ſo agreeable 
friend, but that Sir Charles had declared his in- 
« tention 


her future conduct. She had not been married 


dir Charles . ſoon prevailed on to comply 
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< tention in ſo peremptory a manner, that ſhe « toleral 
© not contend,” Jeaſed w 
_ Miſs Melvyn had before obſerved, that mami Miſs 1 
had made a great alteration in Lady Melvyn's Wn much 
haviour; but this was a ftroke ſhe did not e fimilitu; 
and a very mortifying one to her, who had rther | 
laid aſide all childiſh amuſements and had been tai bmmon 
to employ herſelf as rationally as if ſhe had arm Harn, the 
at a maturer age, and been indulged in the exe eſs of b 
of a moſt benevolent diſpoſition, having ęi F tempet 
ſuch good proofs of the propriety with which WW Miſs 
employed both her time and money, that ſhe ¶ined to 
been diſpenſed from all reſtraints; and now moſt al 
commence a new infancy, and be confined to leaſure i 
ſociety of children, was a very afflicting changÞ feel for 
but it came from a hand ſhe too much reſpecteſ lancel b. 
make any reſiſtance, though ſhe eaſily percciveWncing an 
was entirely at her mother's inſtigation; and H At the 
her father too well, to believe he could be pere ho had 
tory on any occaſion, ef ogg er prede 
A very ſhort time intervened between the Merfection 
claration and execution of this deſign, and Wo fx thei 
Melvyn was introduced to Mademoiſelle dA is made 
by her kind mother-in-law, who, with ſome teat life. £ 
and many aſſurances of regret, left her there. Mall upon 
Melvyn had been at this ſchool three months Wharles a 
Louiſa Mancel was brought thither, and thou epreſent 
ſeparation from a father ſhe ſincerely loved, and i; but a 
fear of the arts Lady Melvyn might uſe to alicn< would 
his affections from her, after having thus remolt from hi 
her from his preſence, greatly affected her ſpiny telling 
and ſhe found no eompanions fit to amuſe her iſ take am 
tional mind, yet ſhe endeavoured to . ſupport ten, cor 
. -mortifications with all the chearfulneſs ſhe c therefor: 
aſſume; and received ſome ſatisfaction from | # _ 
iſs M. 


converſation of Mademoiſelle d'Avaux, a won 
5 iT 4 1:5 ELM diſagree. 
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tolerable underſtanding, and who was much 
leaſed with Miſs Melvyn's behaviour. 

Miſs Mancel's dejected air prejudiced Miſs Mel- 
n much in her favour, (the aus) conſequence of 
ſimilitude of mind or manners) and when, by a 
rther knowledge of her, ſhe perceived her un- 
ymmon ſhare of underſtanding, her deſire to 
arn, the ſtrength of her application, the quick- 
eſs of her apprehenſion, and her great ſweetneſs 
f temper, ſhe grew extremely fond of her; and 
s Miſs Mancel's melancholy rendered her little in- 
lined to play with thoſe of her own age, ſhe was 
moſt always with Miſs Melvyn, who found great 
leaſure in endeavouring to inſtruct her, and grew 
d feel for her the tenderneſs of a mother, while Miſs 
lancel began to receive conſolation from experi- 
neing an affection quite maternal. 

At the beginning of the winter, Lady Melvyn, 
ho had leſs ambition to imitate the real merit of 
er predeceſſor, than to exhibit her own imaginary” 
erfections, brought Sir Charles to London, there 
o fix their reſidence for the enſuing half year: but 
his made little alteration in Miſs Melvyn's way 
life. Sir Charles and his lady would ſometimes 
all upon her, the latter not chuüng to truſt Sir 


preſent to him, how unworthyly ſhe was treat- 
d; but as he was not devoid of affection for her, 
e would occaſionally viſit her privately ; concealing 

from his lady, who endeavoured to prevent this, 
dy telling him, that * ſchool-miſtreſſes were apt to 
take amiſs a parent's viſiting his children too of- 
ten, conſtruing it as a diſtruſt of their care; and 
therefore, if he offended in that way, Mademoiſelle 
TAvaux's diſguſt might affect her behaviour to 
Miſs Melvyn, and render her reſidence there very 
diſagreeable, which Lady Melvyn's great tender- 


6 neſs 


harles alone with his daughter, leſt ſhe ſhould 
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* neſs made her ardently wiſh to avoid, as ſhe wa 
« defirous every thing ſhould be agreeable to he: 
dear daughter; but Sir Charles could not be en. 
tirely reſtrained, by theſe ind admonitions, from 
indulging himſelf ſomemes with the fight of Miß 
Melvyn. | 

His lady had little reaſon to be afraid of theſt 
interviews, for her daughter-in-law had too ſtrong 
a ſenſe of filial obedience, and too delicate a regard ſhe was 
for her father's happineſs, to ſuffer the leaft intima. WW the adn 
tion of a fault in his wife to. eſcape her lips, as 2 As fe 
good opinion of her was ſo neceſlary to his eaſe; I Yn,, f 
but as ſhe ſoon found out theſe viſits were made by lively < 
ſtealth, they gave her great pleaſure, as a plain delicac) 
proof of his affection. Lady Melvyn thought her which 1 
daughter's coming abroad would be as hurtful. as her Ito chart 
being viſited at home, and therefore very ſeldon {MW qualified 
ſent for her to her houſe; and when ſhe did, took not cho 
care to have her carried home before the time whea een h 


ſhe expected company, on pretence of preſerving the ſtriking 


porpoi 
ſcale, 
bred, 
which 
ſhort, 
many « 
by ma 
tion of 


regularity of hours, which ſhe knew would be agree The 
able to Mademoiſelle d'Avaux. muſt, in 

The true reaſon of this great caution, was a ber huſh: 
unwillingneſs to be ſeen with one, whoſe perſon which ſt 
all her vanity could not prevent her from being ſen. lady very 
ſible was more attractive than her own. wp * Dh 
vyn was very pretty, had an engaging ſwertneſs ng*-complit 
* Karat 5x th. and- all the — nich belong ere out 
to youth, though it does not always accompan ady Mel 
it. Her perſon was elegant, and perfectly gem flwing, 
teel. | 28855 9 Og 

Lady Mel was void of delicacy; ſhe had ade the e 
_ ſet — but they wanted to be ſoſt- et this 1 
ened into effeminacy, before they could have am ences, the 
juſt pretence to beauty. Her eyes were black, ani a on 


not void of vivacity, but they neither exprelle 
penetration nor gentleneſs, ' Her perſon was wel 


proportioned 
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ſcale, and deſtitute of grace. She was not ill 
bred, but had none of that fofneſs of manners 
which gives riſe to all the ſweet civilities of life. In 
ſhort, 3 Melvyn was one, who, by herſelf and 
many others, would be eſteemed a ſine woman, and 
heſe by many more ranked only under the denomina- 
ron; i ton of a fhowy woman; like Mr. Ba '&5's hero, 
ga tbe was unamiable, but ſhe was great; ſhe excited 
ma. the admiration of ſome, but pleaſed none. 

As foon as ſhe appeared in the world as Lady Mel- 
aſe; n,, ſhe began to exerciſe what ſhe thought only 
by lely coquetry ; but her entire want of grace and 
lain WW delicacy, often made that appear like boldneſs; 
he which ſhe deſigned for vivacity. As her ambition 
her Ito charm was as great as if the had been better 
on qualified for ſucceſs, it is not ſtrange, that ſhe did 
oo not chooſe to give opportunities of compariſon be- 


hea tween herſelf and a daughter, who, though not ſo 
che ſtriking at firſt fight,” was filled with attractions, 
ci The contempt which her lad ip thought ſhe 


muſt, in juſtice to her own unde ding, ſhew for 
her huſband's, and the ſupercilious coldneſ; with 
Which ſhe treated Miſs Mely n, made that young 
lady very glad that ſhe was fo ſeldom ſent for to 
her father's houſe. But the wiſhed to acquire ſuch 
accompliſhments as, whilſt ſhe lived in the country, 
ere out of her power, and therefore intimated to 
ady Melvyn her deſire of being taught muſic and 


Fences, the real cauſe, when ſhe perceived the very 
XKravagant turn of her mother-in-law, ſhe ſoon 
iderſtood was to avoid expence, 


She 


porportioned, but ſhe was formed on tbo large a 
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She had” flattered herſelf ſhe might obtain per- 
miſſion to have her books ſent to her; but, upon 
enquiry, found that Eady Melvyn had removed them 
to her dreſſing-room, and intermixed them with 
china, in ſo ornamental a manner, ſo truly expreſ- 
ſive of the turn of her mind, where a pretended 
love of reading was blended with a real fondneſs 
for trifles, that ſhe had no chance for this indul- 

eee 

While Miſs Melyvn was ſuffering all theſe mor— 
tifications from a parent, Miſs Mancel was receiy- 
ing every proof of the moſt tender affection from 
one bound to her by no paternal ties. Mr. Hint- 
man, as ſoon as the ſeaſon of the year brought him 
to town, ' viſited his little charge, and was charmed 
with the vivacity which was now. reſtored to her, 
He. called upon her frequently, and ſeldom with- 
out fome preſent, or a propoſal of ſome pleaſure, 
He would continually entreat her to make him 
ſome requeſt, that he might have the pleaſure of 
gratifying her. He frequently gave Mademoiſelle 
d' Avaux tickets for the play and the opera, that the 
oung Louiſa ** have ſomebody to accempany 
er; but as Miſs Melvyn did not think it proper at 
her age to go often with only her ſchool-miſtreſs, 
or, according to the language of ſchools, her gover- 
neſs, Mis Mancel frequently declined being of the 
party, rather than leave her amiable friend and in- 
ſtructor. | | 

There ,was no-one who ſhewed any particular ci- 
vility to Miſs Mancel, but received ſome return 
from Mr. Hintman. - Miſs Melvyn. was very de- 
ſervedly the chief object of his gratitude ; but as 
ſhe declined accepting the preſents he offered her, 
he choſe a way more agreeable to himſelf, as it 
would make his little Louiſa the. rewarder of the 


' favours ſhe received. He therefore was laviſh © 
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his money to her, and entreated her to lay it out 


in ſuch manner, as would be moſt agreeable to her- 


ſelf and Miſs Melvyn ; at the ſame time aſking her, 


© by what means ſhe could moſt gratify that young 
6 lady?? | 


Miſs Mancel ſaid, © ſhe knew nothing that would 
© be ſo acceptable to Miſs Melvyn as books.” To 
this Mr. Hintman replied, < Since that was the 
© caſe, he could very eaſily accommodate them, for 


© he had by him a very pretty library left him by 
© his ſiſter about a year before, which he had never 
© unpacked, having moſt of the ſame books in his 
© own ſtudy,” oy e 
This accordingly he ſent to Miſs Mancel, with 
proper book-caſes to contain them, which they im- 
mediately put up in their apartment. This was the 
moſt agreeable acquiſition imaginable; for Miſs 
Hintman having been a very fenſible young lady, 
the collection was extremely valuable. | 


Mr. Hintman's great indulgence could not fail 


of receiving from Miſs Mancel the wiſh'd-for re- 


turn of affection and gratitude ; whenever he came, 


ſhe flew to him with delight, careſſed him with all 
the fondneſs ſo inchanting at that age, and parted 
from him with the extremeſt reluctance. Her great 
obligations to him were topics frequent in her diſ- 


courſe with Miſs Melvyn, who had the higheſt ad- 
miration of his generoſity. 


His allowance to Miſs Mancel was ſufficient to 
have defrayed all her expences, but thoſe were to be 


the care of Mademoiſelle d'Avaux, for the money 


he gave Louiſa was for no other purpoſe than her 
gratification; neceſſity, or even uſefulneſs, was out 
of the queſtion; every thing of that kind being 
provided for her. Nor was he more ſparing in 


what concerned her education; ſhe learnt dancing, 
muſic and drawing, beſides other things generally 
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taught at ſchools; but her greateſt improvment 
was from reading with Miſs Melvyn, who inſtruct- 
ed her in geography, and in ſuch garts of philo- 
ſophy as a girl of her age was capable of comprehend- 
ing; but above all, ſhe was maſt attentive to incul- 
cate into her mind the principles of true religion. 
Thus her underſtanding opened in a ſurprizing 
degree, and while the beauty and graces of her per- 
ſon, and her great progreſs in genteel accompliſh- 
ents, charmed every eye, the nice diſcernment, 
and uncommon ſtrength of reaſon which appeared 
in her converſation, aſtoniſhed every judicious ob- 
ſerver; but her moſt admirable qualities were her 
humility and modeſty ; which, notwithitanding her 
great internal and external excellencies, rendered 
her diffident, mild, baſhful, and tractable; her heart 
ſeemed as free from defects, as her underſtanding, 
was from the follies, which in.a degree are incident 
to almoſt every other perſon. 
M.iſs Melvyn and her little companion received 
a conſiderable increaſe of happineſs from the pre- 
ſent of books Mr. Hintman had made them ; the 
latter had no wiſh, but that Miſs Melvyn might re- 
ceive qual indulgence from parents, as (fe en- 
joyed from one who bore no relation to her. The 
firſt deſire that occurred to her on Mr. Hintman's 
rofuſe preſents of money, was. to treat her friend 
with maſters. for muſic and drawing, and ſuch other 
things as the knew the had an inclination to learn; 
but as ſhe was not unacquainted with, her delicacy 
on that ſubject, as ſoon as Mr. Hintman left her, 
ſhe ran to Miis Melvyn with ſome of the impatience 
in her countenance, though ſhe endeavoured to 
conceal it, with which her heart was filled, and 
tried every tender carcſs, every fond and humble 
petition, to obtain a promiſe from that young lady, 


that {ac would grant her a requeſt ſhe had to _ 
| | | he 
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She hung round her neck, and endeavoured to pre- 
vail by a thouſand engaging infantine arts; and 
when ſhe found they would not ſucced, ſhe kneeled 
down before her, and with all the grace and impor- 
tunity of the moſt amiable ſuppliant, tried to win 
her tocompliance. Nothing would avail, for Miſs 
Melvyn was convinced by her earneſtneſs, that her 
deſign was to confer ſome favour ; ſhe-knew the ge- 
neroſity of her youthful mind too well to believe The 
ſo ardently aimed at any thing that was for her own 
private gratihcation, | 
Thus Louiſa found herſelf reduced to explain the 
uſe ſhe intended to have made of the promiſe ſhe 
wanted to obtain; and having acquainted Miſs 
Melvyn with Mr. Hintman's generous allowance, 
and of the payment -ſhe had received of the firſt 
quarter, ſhe in explicit terms told her, Mr. Hint- 
man has indeed given me money, but it depends 
© on you to make that money yield me pleaſure, by 
g n me to apply it to ſuch uſes, as will pro- 
cure me the inexpreſſible joy of contributing in 
* ſome degree to the pleaſure of one who renders my 
© life ſo very happy.” 

Miſs Melvyn was ſo pleaſed with the generoſity 
of her little pupil, that ſhe gave her as many ca- 
reſſes as the other had laviſhed. on he, in order: to. 
obtain the promiſe ſhe ſo much wiſhed for; but ſhe 
cauld not be induced to grant her requelhs Miſs 
Melvyn was void of that pride which often con- 
ceals itſelf under the name of ſpirit and greatnels | 
of ſoul; and makes people averſe to receive an 
obligation, becauſe they feel themſelves too proud 
to be grateful, and think that to be obliged im- 
plies an inferiority which their pride cannot ſup- 
port. Had Louiſa been of the ſame age with ner- 
ſelf, ſhe would have felt a kind of property.in all 
the poſſeſſed and friendſhip, the tenure by which ſhe, 

dk OD held 


\ 
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ariſe from want of affection, and told Miſs 


ing been the means o 
© I ſhould not envy you the joy of giving, becauſe 


for thoſe who know all the pleaſures of conferring 


held it; ſor where hearts are ſtrictly united, ſhe 
had no notion of any diſtinction in things of ſo 
much leſs importance, as the adventitious goods 


of fortune. The boundaries and barriers raiſed by 


thoſe two watchful and ſuſpicious enemies, Meum 
and Tuum, were in her opinion broke down by true 


- friendſhip; and all property laid in one undiſtin- 
guiſhed common; but to accept Miſs Mancel's mo- 


ney, eſpecially in ſo great a proportion, appeared to 
her like taking advantage of her youth; and as ſne 


did not think her old enough to be a ſufficient judge 
of the value of it, ſhe did not look upon her as 


capable of being a party in ſo perfect a friendſhip, as 

was requiſite to conſtitute that unity of property. 
Poor Louiſa, by this diſappointment of the firſt 

wilh of her heart, found what older people often 


experience, that her riches, inſtead of pleaſure, pro- 
cured her only mortification. She could 1 


refrain from tears at a refuſal which ſhe thought mu 
Melvyn, 

ſhe ſaw that ſhe loved her but imperfectly; for, added 
ſhe, Could we change places, with how much 
« pleaſure ſhould I have accepted it from you! and 
< the ſatisfaction that Jearning theſe things now 
give me would be turned into delight, by reflect- 
ing on the gratification you would receive in hav- 
7 procuring them for me. 


© I, as receiver, ſhould not have the leſs ſhare of that 


© fatisfaftion, ſince by reflecting on* yours I muſt 
.. © partake of it, and ſo increaſe my own.“ | 


Miſs Melvyn could not forbear bluſhing at find- 


ing a ſuperior degree of -delicacy, and a generoſity 
much more exalted, in one ſo young, than ſhe had 


felt in herſelf. She plainly ſaw, that the greateſt 
proof of a noble mind is to feel a joy in gratitude ; 
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an obligation, will be ſenſible, that by accepting it 
they give the higheſt delight the human mind can 
feel, when employed on human objects; and there- 
fore, while they receive a benefit, they will taſte not 
only the comforts ns from it to themſelves, -but 


ſhare the gratification of a benefactor, from reflect- 
ing on the joy they give to thoſe who have conferred 
it : thus the receiver of a favour from a truly gene- 
rous perſon, by owing owes not, and is at once 
© indebted and diſcharged.” 
As Miſs Melvyn felt her little friend's reproach, 
and ſaw that ſhe had done her injuſtice in thinking 
her youth rendered her incapable of that perfection 
of friendſhip, which might juſtify the accepting of 
her offer; ſhe acknowledged her error, and aſſured 
her, * ſhe would comply if ſhe had no other means 
© of obtaining the inſtruction ſhe propoſed to pur- 
© chaſe for her; but that was not the caſe, for ſhe 
* found ſhe could very well learn from ſeeing the 


+ maſters teach her, and by practiſing in their ab- 


© ſence.” 

Mr. Hintman expreſſed a defire that Miſs Mancel 
ſhould learn Italian, if ſhe had no objection to it; 
for he never dictated to her, but offered any advice 
he had to give, or any inclination which bh choſe 
to imitate, with the humility of a dependant, ra- 
ther than the authority of a benefactor; and in- 
deed it was ſufficient ; for the ſlighteit hint that any 


thing would be agreeable to him, met with the 


moſt impatient deſire in Miſs Mancel to perform it: 
actuated by ſincere affection, and the ſtrongeſt 
gratitude, nothing made her ſo happy as an op- 
portunity to ſhew him the readineſs of her obedi- 
ence, 

But as they were at a loſs for a maſter to teach 
her that language, Miſs Melvyn told them ſhe knew 
an Italian gentleman, who had been at Sir Charles's 

D 4 | houſe 
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houſe near two months before ſhe had the misfor- 


tune of loſing the beſt of mothers. Lady Melvyn p 
had begun to teach her daughter Italian, but de- ol ( 
firous that ſhe ſhould ſpeak it with great propriety, pes 
ſhe invited this gentleman to her houſe, who was re- ww” 

duced to great diſtreſs of circumſtances, and whoſe 
- perſon, as well as his many virtues, ſhe had known ey 

from her childhood. He had been a friend of her 05 
father's, and ſhe was glad of tHis excuſe for making N 
him a handſome preſent, which otherwiſe it was not * 
eaſy to induce him to accept. | wiſdo 
Mr. Hintman was not long before he procured ay 
this Italian maſter for Miſs Mancel; nor did ſhe — 


delay making uſe of his inſtructions; but I ſhall not * 

deſcribe her progreſs in the acquiſitions of this, any you 15 
more than her other accompliſhments, in all which Mar ) 
the excelled to a ſurprizing degree; nor did Mis * 


Melvyn fall very ſhort of her, though ſhe was at 2 
ſuch diſadvantage in her method of learning many y | 
of them, not having the aſſiſtance of a maſter, eye 
Their time was fo entirely engrafſed by theſe em- i 
ployments, that they had little leiſure, and {till leſs x pl 
Bethe to keep company with the reſt. of the ſchool; 3 
but they faved themſelves from the diflike which — 
might naturally have ariſen in the minds of the a ou 
other ſcholars, from being thus neglected, by ede 
little preſents which Miſs Mancel frequently made l . 
them. | al 
Theſe two young ladies were very early riſers, ladies, 
and the time which was not taken up by Mis ey p! 
Mancel's maſters, and that wherein it was requiſite 2 
to practiſe what ey taught her, they employed in av a 
reading, wherein Mr. d'Avora, their Italian maſter, rec 
often accompanied them. rr 


Mr. d'Avora was a man of excellent underſtand- 
ing, and had an incomparable heart. Misfortunes 
bad ſoſtened common humanity into a moſt tender 

. | diſpoſition; 
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diſpoſition ; and had given him a thorough know- 
ledge of mankind, without leſſening his benevolence 
for individuals; though ſuch as learn it by adverſity, 
the ſureſt ſchool for that ſcience, ſeldom fee them in an 
amiable light. It | | 
Mr. d' Avora was not leſs acquainted with parti- ' 
cular nations than with mahkind in general; he 
had travelled through all the countries in Europe, 
ſome parts of Afia and Africa, and having traverſ- 
ed them with diſcernment, and the curioſity of 
wiſdom, not of impertinence, he received fuch im- 
provement of underſtanding, as few travellers can 
boaſt. | 
He had an affection for Miſs Melvyn, both fo 
her own merits, and the obligations he had to her 
family, and a very ſhort acquaintance with Mits 
Mancel made him extremely fond of her. He took 
great pleaſure in ages þ them in the improvement 
they FA induſtriouſly Iaboured for, and as he was a 
man of univerſal knowledge, he was capable of 
being very uſeful to them in that reſpeet. For 
this purpoſe he often read with them, and by ex- 
plaining many books on abſtruſe ſubjects, ren- 
dered ſeveral authors intelligible to them, which, 
without his affiſtance, would have been too ob- 
ſcure for perſons of their age. He had very few 
ſcholars, therefore had much leifure, and with 
great ſatisfaction dedicated part of it to our young 
ladies, as he ſaw he thereby gave them a very ſin» 
cere pleaſure; while he was much gratified with 
thinking that by his care, and inſtruction of Miss 
Melvyn, he made ſome return for the friendſhip he 
had received from her family; and that could her 
mother be ſenſible of his attendance on her much- 
loved and now neglected daughter, it would be highly 
agreeable to her. 0 : 
D 5 In 
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In the manner I have mentioned, theſe two 


young ladies paſſed their time, till Miſs Mancel - 


reached her fifteenth year, with little alteration, 
except the increaſe of her charms, and her great 
improvement in every accompliſhment. Her. ap- 
pearance began to grow womanly, ſhe was indeed, 


© In the bloom of beauty's pride, 


dazzlingly handſome at firft view; but ſuch nume- 
Tous and various charms appeared on a more inti- 
mate acquaintance, that people forgot how much 
they had been ſtruck by the firſt fight of her, loſt in 
wonder at her increaſing attractions, to the force of 
which ſhe was the only perſon that was inſenſible. 
Humble piety rendered her indifferent to circum- 
ſtances, which ſhe looked upon rather as ſnares than 
'bleflings, and like a perſon on the brink of a preci- 
pice ſhe could not enjoy the beauty of the proſpect, 
over-awed by the dangers of her ſituation. 

She had indeed too much of human nature in 
her ndt to feel ſometimes a little fluſh of vanity on 
ſeeing herfelf admired; but ſhe immediately cor- 
| rected the foible, by reflecting, that whatever ad- 
vantages of mind or form had fallen to her ſhare, 
they were given her by one who expected ſhe ſhould 
not ſuffer her thoughts or attention to be with- 
drawn thereby from him, who was the perfection of 
all excellence, while ſhe at beſt could but flatter her- 
ſelf with being leſs imperfect than many of her fel- 
low creatures. 7 
She conſidered flattery and admiration as the 
rocks on which young people, who are at all ſupe- 
rior to the multitude, are apt to be wrecked ; de- 
prived of quiet happineſs in this world, and exalted 
felicity in the next; and as ſhe was really convinced, 


that ſhe had only a few obvious external advantages 
| over 
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over others, ſhe oppoſed to the praiſes laviſhed on 
her, reflections on her imperfections, which, though. 
not apparent to any one but herſelf, ſhe verily be- 
lieved were uncommonly great, as ſhe beheld them 
with very ſcrutinizing and rigid eyes, while ſhe 
looked on thoſe of others with the greateſt lenity. 
hut of all the means ſhe uſed to preſerve her hu- 
mility, ſhe was the moſt aſſiduous in praying to him 
who made her heart, to preſerve it humble. 
Though the degree of piety, I mention, may 
ſound in the ears of many too grave for ſo young 
a perſon, yet it by no means rendered her ſo; ſhe 
had great diggs þ a E imagination; an un- 
common ſhare of wit; and a very happy manner 
of expreſſing herſelf. She had all the amiable gaitey 
of youth, whithout the leaſt tendency to imprudence; 
and when ſhe talked moſt, and, in appearance, let 
fancy aſſume the reins, ſaid nothing to repent of. 
Her heart was all purity, univerſal benevolence and 
good nature; and as out of its abundance her mouth» 
ſpake, ſhe was in little danger of offending with her 
ongue. T9 
It is not ſtrange that Mr. Hintman's fondneſs 
nould increaſe with Miſs Mancel's excellencies ; 
but the careſſes which ſuited her earlier years were 
now become improper ; and Mr. Hintman, by ap- 
caring inſenſible of the neceſſary change, of beha- 
iour, reduced her to great difficulties ; ſhe could not 
econcile herſelf to receiving of them; and yet to 
nform him of the impropriety, implied a forward 
onſciouſneſs which ſhe was not able to aſſume. 

She communicated the vexation of her mind to 
Miſs Melvyn, who was {till more alarmed, as her 
uperior age and experience rendered her more ap- 
prehenſive; but ſhe knew not what to adviſe. 
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In this dilemma Miſs Melvyn had recourſe to 
their good friend, whoſe knowledge of mankind, 
his integrity and prudence, rendered him the ſafeſt 
guide. Accordingly one day when Louiſa was call- 

ed from them to M:. Hintman, who came to make 
her a viſit, Miſs Melvyn informed Mr. d'Avora, of 
the reaſon why her friend obeyed the ſummons with 
leſs joy, than he had obſerved in her on the like oc- 
caſion the year before. 

Mr. d' Avora was much diſturbed at this infor- 
mation; but not chuſing to increaſe the uneaſineſs 
the young ladies ſeemed to be under till he had 
more certain foundation for his opinion, he only in- 
timated, that © cuſtoms were hard to break, but he 
ſhould hope, that when Mr. Hintman reflected on 
the impropriety of behaving to a young woman 


< as if ſhe was ſtill a child, he would alter it, and willi 
if he was not immediately ſenſible of the differ- two 
« ence a ſmall addition. of age makes, yet her be- et v 
© haviour would lead him to recollect it. b or 


Although Mr. d' Avora ſeemed to pay little re- Mr 


rd to what Miſs Melvyn ſaid, yet it made great © it \ 

impreffion on him, and as ſoon as he left her, he © her 

took all proper meaſures to enquire into the cha- © caut 
racter and uſual conduct of 1 


This ſcrutiny did not turn out at all to his ſatis- 
faction, every account he received was the ſame; 
he had not the pleaſure of finding what is uſually 


perſon told him, that Mr. Hintman had a very great 
fortune, which he ſpent entirely in the gratifica- 
© tion of his fovourite vice, the love of women; 
© on whom his profuſeneſs was without bound. 
That as he was eaſily captivated, ſo he was ſoon 


tired; and ſeldom kept a woman long _ „ 
; © ha 
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© had obtained the free poſſeſſion of her; but ge- 
6 nerally was more bountiful than is cuſtomary 
© with men of his debauched principles at parting 
© with them.” 

This, Mr. d'Avora was aſſured, was Mr. Hint- 
man's only vice; that he was good-natured, and 
generous on all occaſions. From this account he 
ſaw too great reaſon to fear, that all the care which 
had been taken to improve Miſs Mancel, aroſe only 
from a ſort of epicuriſm in his predominant vice, 
but yet this was too doubtful a circumſtance to be 
the ground-work of iny plan of action. A man 
of acknowledged generoſity and good- nature, how- 
ever vicious, might do a noble action without hav- ' 
ing any criminal deſign. In this uncertainty of 
mind he knew not what to adviſe her, and was un- 
willing to excite ſuch fears in the breaſts of theſe 
two young friends, as might be groundleſs ; but 

et b entirely deſtroy their peace; therefore, 

bs only told Miſs Melvyn in general terms, that, 
Mr. Hintman's — was ſuch, as rende red 
© it very neceſſary that Louifa ſhould be much on 
© her guard ; but that whether more than prudent 
© caution and decent reſerve were requiſite, her 
© own obſervation muſt diſcover, for no one elſe 
could determine that point, fince he had the re- 
© putation of being generous as well as debauched ; 
therefore his actions towards her might be, and 
he hoped were, the reſult of his greateſt virtue, 
© rather than of his predominant vice.” 

Miſs Melvyn made a faithful report of what Mr. 
d'Avora had ſaid to her, which filled both herſelf 
and her friend with inexpreſſible uneaſineſs. 

Louiſa was in great difficulty how to act, be- 
tween gratitude and affection on the one fide, and 
neceſlary caution and reſerve on the other, She was 


almaſt 
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almoſt as much afraid of appearing ungrateful, as of 
being imprudent. She found little aſſiſtance from 
the advice of her friends, who declared themſel ves 
incapable of directing her, therefore ſhe was obliged 
to lay aſide all dependance on her own care, and to 
truſt in that of heaven, convinced that her inno- 
cence would be guarded. by that power who knew 
the integrity and purity of her heart; and that while 
ſhe preſerved it unblemiſhed, even in thought and 
inclination, her prayers for his protection would not 
be unavailing. | 

The remainder of the winter paſſed like the for- 
mer part, only that the increaſe of her apprehen- 
ſions fo far leſſened her eaſy vivacity, that Mr. 
Hintman obſerved the alteration, and complained of 
the conſtraint and awe which damped her converſa- 
tion. 

As the ſchool broke up at Eaſter, he intreated 
her to accompany him that ſhort time into the 
country, from which ſhe would gladly have ex- 
cuſed herſelf, both on account of her fears, and of 
her unwillingneſs to leave Miſs Melvyn, of whoſe 
converſation ſhe was now more particularly tena- 
cious, as Lady Melvyn had determined to ſuffer her 
to return home in a ſhort time, not knowing bow 
to excuſe her remaining longer at ſchool, as ſhe was 
entered into her one and twentieth year, Miss 
Melvyn would have been glad that her ladyſhip had 
not ſhewn this token of regard to popular opinion; 
for ſince ſhe had enjoyed Miſs Mancel's company, 
and been in poſſeſſion of ſo good a collection of 
books, ſhe was grown perfectly contented with her 
ſituation. | | | 

| Louiſa, to make Mr. Hintman deſiſt from the re- 
queſt he urged with ſo much importunity, tried 
every means that did not appear like a total diſin- 
: Clination to accompany him; for any thing that 
bore 
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hore the air of ingratitude could not be ſupported 
by her, whoſe heart was fo void of it, and who 
hought ſhe could never feel enough for her bene- 


ed actor, if his deſigns were not ſo criminal, as 
aq e feared, but ſcarcely could fufter herſelf to 
„ 29 WF ripe! 

: | Mr. Hintman was too ardent in his purpoſes to 
6 give up his favourite ſcheme, and Louiſa beheld 


ith inexpreflible concern the day approach, when 
he muſt either accompany him into the country, 
dr diſoblige him for ever, and make herſelf appear 
We xtremely ungrateful in the eyes of a man, whom 

he ne Han onoured like a father. Her addreſſes 
o heaven for protection now became more vehe- 
ent and continual, and the greateſt part of her 
ime was ſpent on her knees in praying to that power 
n whom ſhe truſted. Miſs Melvyn and Mr. d'Avora 
ere ſcarcely -Ieſs anxious, or under fewer appre- 
enſions than herſelf, but could fee no reſource, ex- 
ept in the protection of the Almighty, to whom 
ve ſeldom apply with entire faith and reſignation 
hile we have any hopes in human affiſtance. 
Two days before that fixed on for the purpoſed 
Wourney, his Louifa's anxiety was riſen to the 
tmoſt height, the ſchool-miſtreſs entered the room, 
ith a countenance fo melancholy, as was more 
ſuitable to the fituation of mind in which the two 
'oung friends were then in, than to any reaſon 
hey apprehended ſhe could have for an air of ſo 
much ſorrow. She ſoon began a diſcourſe, which 
hey immediately apprehended was preparatory to 
the opening of ſome fatal event, and which, as is 
uſual in ſuch cafes, was, if poſſible, more alarming 
than any misfortune it could precede. The ladies 
expreſſed their fears, and begged to be acquainted 
with what had befallen them. After n 
efforts to deliver her of the ſecret with which ſhe 
. Was 


F 
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was pregnant, they learnt that a gentleman wa 
in the parlour, who came to inform Miſs Mance|, 
that Mr. Hintman died the day before in a fit of u 
apoplexy. 

All Louiſa's fears and ſuſpicions vaniſhed at one, 
and grief alone took poſſeſſion of her heart. The 
ſhock ſo entirely overcame her, that ſhe was ng 
able to ſee the fatal meſſenger of ſuch melanch| 
tidings as the death of her benefactor, and ſecond 
father. Miſs Melvyn was obliged to undertaiz 
this office, and learnt from the gentleman, that 
Mr. Hintman died without a will, and therefor 
left the poor Louiſa as deſtitute, except being en 
riched by various accompliſhments, as he found her, 
and at a much more dangerous time, when her beauty 
would ſcarcely ſuffer compaſſion to ariſe unaccom- 
panied with ſofter ſentiments. This gentleman pro 
ceeded to inform Mifs Melvyn, that © his father, 
© and another perſon of equal relation to Mr. Hint 
man, were heirs at law. He expreſſed great con- 
© cern for Miſs Mancel, and wiſhed he had hi 
< father's power of repairing Mr. Hintman's neg 
© let, but that his influence extended no farthe 
© than to obtain a commiſſion to pay the expency 
© of another year at that ſchool, that the young 
lady might have time to recallect herfelf after f 
© fatal a change, and determine at leiſure on he 
£ future courſe of life.” 

Miſs Melvyn was ſo ſenſibly touched at the prot 
pe&t of the approaching diftreſs with which he! 
friend was threatened, that ſhe burſt into tears 
and uttered ſome exclamations concerning the i: 
« cbniiſteney of that affection, which could ſuffe 
man to reſt a moment without ſecuring a pv 
© viſion in caſe of death, to a young woman be 
« ſeemed to love with the greateſt exceſs of tender: 

neſs.” Believe me, madam, ſaid the young gen- 

emal, 
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u tleman, Mr. Hintman was capable of no love 
© WM that was not entirely ſenſual, and conſequently 
VF {:1f6ſh ; all who knew him lamented the fate of a 
© young woman, who by every account is fo ſuper- 
5 & = lovely. Among his friends he made no 


© ſecret. of his deſigns in all he had done for her, 
and boaſted frequently of the extraordinary charms 
© which were ripening for his poſſeſſion. It was 
© but two days ago, that he was exulting in the 
© preſence of ſome of them, that the time was now 
© approachivg, when he ſhould be rewarded for 
* long expectation, and boundleſs expence; for he 
* ſhould then, he ſaid, be ſure of her perſon, and 
bad long ſecured her heart. He knew he had 
* ſtrong prejudices and ſtrange ſcruples to combat; 
but was prepared, and ſhould not find them diffi- 
cult to conquer; at worſt, his ſteward in a par- 
© ſon's habit would lull them all to fleep.? 
Good heaven] cried Miſs Melvyn, could there 
* be ſuch a wretch! and were there any men who 
* would keep company with him ! who would bear 
* the diſgrace of being called his friends ; 

* Your notions, madam, replied the gentleman, 
* are too refined for perſons who live in the world; 
* ſhould a man inſiſt on ſtrict morals in all his ac- 
* quaintance, he might enjoy a ſolitude in the moſt 
* populous city ; though, tn nothing but 
* ties of kindred could have made me intimate with 
* one of Mr. Hintman's character, which I ſhould 
* not thus have expoſed to you, but as I imagined 
* a better knowledge of the man might alleviate 
we affliction you ſeemed to feel. for Miſs Mancel's 
having loſt one whom you efteemed fo ſincere a 
10 friend, I ſhould have been glad, continued he, 
could I have ſeen the young lady, of whom Mr. 
r Hintman told ſuch wonders; but I will not pre- 
 lume to preſs it; time may offer me ſome oppor- 

; | * tunity 
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* tunity for ſatisſying my curioſity without pai nig « Befic 
her, I therefore take my leave, with only requeſ: Iinnoce: 
ing your permiſſion to remit the money of whiciWMinfamy 
I was made the bearer.” W next, | 
Miſs Melvyn was ſo much affected with he into th 
friend's ſituation, that ſhe took the paper the ger. been ar 
tleman offered her, without having power to rcic4l « You 
whether ſhe ought to accept it, or being able dam, f 
make him any acknowledgment ; and he retired d I do 
rectly She was obliged to ſtay ſome time to cm look or 
poſe her ſpirits before ſhe went to her friend, tha troys | 
- the might be the better able to comfort her. On contrar 
examining the paper, ſhe found it a bank note od ſociety, 
an hundred pounds, which was now become aas with 
Miſs Mancel's fortune. © I beg 
Lamont could not forbear interrupting Ma (who f 
Maynard in this place, by ſome very ſevere reflect. faid) fe 
ons on Mr. Hintman's having neglected to make i beg you 
proviſion for Miſs Mancel in caſe of his dea Mi. B 
'which I believe was the part of his conduct that ell acqu 
Lamont appeared moſt inexcuſeable ; for though I: think i 
is too faſhionable to think intriguing very criminal what ! 
yet he is naturally generous, as far as money is con- Man's rel: 
cerned. © I cannot think, replied my couſin, tha Bl Louiſa, 
Mr. Hintman's behaviour in that particular ca! With a he 
© be much wondered at. Death to ſuch a mu re whict 
* muſt be ſo dreadful an event, that he will natu· Wt imme 
© rally endeavour to baniſh it from his mind, when ed on 
« ever it attempts to intrude, and when a perlo r pover 
© takes ſo little care to make proviſion for his ow! Went whic 
© happineſs after death, is it ſtrange he ſhould hd ſent | 
< unmindful of what ſhall befal another after thi WS heaven 
© fatal period? when a man neglects his own ſou Whoughes | 
© and deprives himſelf of all hope of everlaſting ee or f 
« felicity, can we expect he ſhould take any trol" en they 
© ble to provide for the temporal convenience fich Mr. 


another perſon ? « Beſda 
\ cee 
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© Beſides, could he, who aimed at reducing an 
innocent and amiable. young woman to guilt and 
infamy in this world, and eternal perdition in the 
next, be under any concern left ſhe ſhould fall 
into the leſſer miſeries of poverty? it would have 
been an inconſiſtency in ſuch a character.” | 


led You ſee pallantry in a very ſerious light, Ma- 
o dam, ſaid Lamont.” . 

I do indeed, Sir, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, I 
= look on it as the moſt dangerous of vices ; it de- 
hat 


ſtroys truth, honour, humanity, it is directly 
contrary to the laws of God, is the deſtruction of 
ſociety, and- almoſt as inconſiſtent with morality 
as with religion.? | | 
© I beg pardon, Madam, interrupted Lamont, 
(who 2 himſelf a little touehed with what ſhe 
ſaid) for breaking into your narrative, and muſt 
veg you will continue it. | | | 
iſs Melvyn, reſumed Mrs. Maynard, was too 
ell acquainted with the ſtrength of Louifa's mind, 
think it neceſſary to conceal from her any part 
what had paſſed between herſelf and Mr. Hint- 
an's relation. | 
Louiſa, much affected by Mr. Hintman's dying 
ith a heart ſo unfit to appear at the tribunal be- 
re which he was ſo ſuddenly ſummoned, thought 
dt immediately of herſelf; but when ſhe re- 
ted on the dangers ſhe had eſcaped, ſhe bleſſed 
er poverty, ſince it was the conſequence of an 
ent which delivered her from ſo much greater evils, 
d ſent up many fincere and ardent thankſgivings 
heaven, for ſo ſignal a preſervation. Theſe 
oughts poſſeſſed our young friends for the firſt 
ree or four days after Mr. ä — death; but 
en they began to think it requiſite to conſult 
ith Mr. d'Avora, on what courſe of life it _ 
HMO 
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moſt adviſable for Miſs Mancel to enter. 
was a difficult point to determine; though her 
derſtanding and attainments were far ſuperior to 
years, yet they were ſenſible her youth would b 
Feat impediment to her in any undertaking. I 
Avora therefore adviſed, that ſhe ſhould contin 

a little longer at the ſchool, and then fix in them 
private manner imaginable for three or four ye 
by which time he hoped to be able to eſtabliſh 
in ſome widow's family, as governeſs to her d 
dren; for he told her ſhe muſt not ex pect, whileh 
perſon continued ſuch as it then was, that a mam 
woman would receive her into any capacity tk 
fixed her in the ſame houſe with her huſband. 
As Mifs Mancel had many jewels and trink 
of value, ſhe had no doubt but with ceconony 


ſhe might ſupport herſelf for the term Mr. dA aſl 
mentioned, and even longer, if requiſite, as ſent, T 
woman 


could add to her little fund by the produce of | 
induſtry. As Miſs Melvyn's return home dr 
near, it was agreed, that the ſhould ſeek out (or 
Place in Sir C 's neighbourhood, where Lou 
might lodge cheaply and reputably; and in t 


dear iner 
ed agait 
s to ple? 
r her t 


mean time Mr. d'Avora ſhould diſpoſe of what "<< at 
ſhe had of value, except her books and her han ugh = 
row he 


cord; theſe ſhe. refolved not to part with till t 
produce of her other things, and the money ſhe | 

by her, was ſpent, as they would not only amu 
her in the country, but afford her the power of ut 


eaſed h 
ted by N 
wing ſer 


proving herſelſ in thoſe accompliſhments wid,. -Ad) 
were to be her future proviſion. "ou ghter's 
| This plan ſoftened the Pangs of | ſeparation whe C0, and 
the time of Miſs Melvyn's departure arrived. en he w: 
was not long before ſhe found out an apartment i truth 0 
a reputable. farmer's, where Miſs Mancel might plain 0¹ 
lodge conveniently, Had it been a leſs tolerab 1 f ang 
| uc 


place, its vicinity to Sir Charles's houſe, from whid 
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je it a very delightful abode to her; and ſhe 
repaired Aader. | 7 
reat was the joy of the two friends at meeting, 
$ Melvyn's fituation at home was rendered as 
ome as poſſible, by Lady Melvyn's behaviour 
to her and Sir Charles, who, notwithitanding 
ill treatment, was extremely fond of, and to- 
y guided by her. His mind was ſo entirely en- 
ed, that he beheld nothing but in the light 
rein ſhe pleaſed to repreſent it, and was ſo eaf 
pe, that ſhe could ſcarcely feel the joys of ſelf 
mph in her ſuperior art, which was on no ſub- 
ſo conftantly exerted, as. in keeping up a cold- 
in Sir Charles towards his daughter; this ſhe 
with tolerable facility effected in her abſence, 
was affiduouſly careful to preſerve now ſhe was 
ſent. To thoſe who know not the power an art- 
woman can obtain over a weak man, it would 
dear incredible, that any father could be preju- 
ed againſt a daughter, whoſe whole attention 
s to pleaſe him. She had ſo perfect a command 
r her temper, that ſhe never appeared to take 
ence at any thing Lady Melvyn ſaid or did, 
uh that 1 endeavoured * every provocation 
throw her off her guard. This behaviour only 
eaſed her hatred, which was not in the leaſt 


being ſerviceable to her brothers and ſiſters- in- 
* Lady Melvyn perſuaded: Sir Charles, that his 
ghter's calmneſs was only aſſumed in his pre- 
ce, .and continually complained of hor infolence, 
en he was not by. If he ever appeared to doubt 
truth of her report, ſhe would burſt into tears, 


ner; and ſometimes thought proper to ſhew her 
If at ſuch treatment, by a pretended hyſteric fit, 
always 


as but a quarter of a mile diſtant, would have 
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ited by Miſs Melvyn's taking every opportunity 


plain of his want of love, and little confidence. 
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always ready at call to come to her aſſiſtance, thouMWnith t 
really ſo unneceſſarily laviſhed on one eaſily duployec 


n to ho 


without thoſe laborious means, that it appeared 
g her p 


wantonneſs of cunning, which was thus exem 


only for its indulgence. She ſoon perceived H ery ce 
Miſs Melvyn rather chofe to ſubmit to any aſe ing t 
ſions, than to render her father unhappy, by un e conv 
ceiving him; and taking advantage of this genen induſt 
fity, would ſometimes, to eſtabliſh his opinion Mult diſa 
her veracity, accuſe Miſs Melvin to her face of M 1 9wa! 
fences which ſhe had never committed, and thig an of 
ſhe had never ſaid. A a frui 
In ſuch a ſituation. the arrival of a- friend, in ntlemal 
whoſe ſympathetic boſom ſhe could pour all h [ifs Mel 
griefs, and in whoſe delightful ſociet ſhe could man, i 
get them, was the higheſt bleſſing. But Lady Me aſion. 
vyn contrived to make her feel mortifications e Ming the 
in this tendereſt particular, for though ſhe was had m 
her heart glad to have her out of the houſe, that fer her 
might not be witneſs to much improper behaviougſF<ame m 
yet ſhe would ſometimes mortify herſelf in order ent in 2 
teaze Miſs Melvyn, by preventing her from gon in 
to her beloved friend ; and continually alledged i attered b 
ſpending fo much time with Louiſa as a proof ele diſp 
that averſion ſhe had made Sir Charles believe Mee from 
Melvyn had to her. blige an 
Louiſa felt deeply her friend's uneaſineſs, He Poets 
when they were together they could not be unhapp preſente 
They ſeldom paſſed a day without ſeeing each otbe © utch 1 
dut as Lady Melvyn had taken no notice of Lou 
the could not go to her houſe, therefore their me O. 
ings were at her lodgings, where they often read Laſh 
ther, and at other times would apply to muſic 
rive away melancholy reflections. As Louiſa wil nd does 
| ed to remain near her friend as long as poſſible, HPeuntenar 
endeavoured, by taking in plain-work, to provi q=bp 
le ( 


for ſome part of her current expences, the leſs to 
| : mul 
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niſh the little fund ſhe had by her. She likewiſe 
ployed part of her time in paintihg, having rea- 
n to hope, that if ſhe could find a means of offer- 
g her pictures to ſale, ſhe might from them raiſe 
ery convenient ſum. While ſhe was thus con- 
ving to enable herſelf to enjoy for many years 
e converſation of her friend, Lady Melvyn was 
induſtriouſly laying ſchemes that, if ſucceſsful, 
uſt diſappoint all the young ladies hopes. 

Towards the end of autumn, Mr. Morgan, a 
an of fortune, who had ſpent above half a year 
a fruitleſs purſuit after health, made a viſit to a 
ntleman in the neighbourhood. Unfortunately 
[iſs Melvyn's charms made a conqueſt of this gen- 
man, in whom age had not gained a victory over 
ion. Miſs Melvyn's humility occaſioned her 
ing the laſt perſon who perceived the impreſſion 
e had made on his heart, and his age would ſcarcely 
fer her to believe her ſenſes when the ſymptoms 
W:came moſt apparent. A girl may find ſome amuſe- 
ent in a young lover, though ſhe feels no diſpoſi- 
on in herſelf to return his paſſion; her vanity is 
attered by his addreſſes, and a woman mult be very 
ttle diſpoſed to be pleaſed, who receives no plea-, 
re from one who is continually endeavouring to 
blige and amuſe her; but the moſt whimſical of 
e poets never fancied a _grey-bearded Cupid, or 
preſented Hymen with a torch in one hand, and 
crutch in the other. I allow that, 


Oft the matrimonal Cupid, HTS 
Laſh'd on by time grows tir'd and ſtupid,” 


nd does not always wear the blooming joyous 
ountenance which the painters give him; but 
hould any capricious artiſt take the fickle out of 
e hand of old Time, and in its place put Hymen's 

| | . torch, - 
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torch, the picture might be thought very unnatur|, 
Ft would repreſent a proper hymeneal Cupid to a 
nd Mr. Morgan to the altar. | 

Such a lover could excite no emotion in his mil. 
treſs's heart but diſguſt. Miſs Melvyn's principle 
were too delicate to ſuffer her to think ſhe had ay 
title to ridicule a man for his partiality to her, hoy: 
ever ill- ſuited to himſelf; but no conſideration coul 
prevent his addreſſes from being extremely diſagree- 
able; however, ſhe could, without any great dif 
culty, have fo far commanded herfelf, as to ha 
treated him with ccmplaiſance, till he gave her a 
opportunity of rejecting his courtſhip, had ſhe no 
been apprehenfive that this affair would give Lady 
Melvyn a new - ſubje& for perſecution. She wa 
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pretty certain that lady would be glad to ſettle he give | 
in another county; and that her averſeneſs to ſo ib. condi 
ſuited a marriage would only ſerve as an addition ic as hi. 
recommendation to her mother. She was indeed . ow] | 
determined in juſtice to Mr. Morgan, and compa- . her f 
ſion to herſelf, not to be induced by any ſolliciu. left te 
tions to marry a man whom ſhe” could not hops, ner inte 
that even the ſtrongeſt attachment to duty could ren. many. 0 
der ſo well as indifferent to her, but ſhe dreaded te with hi 
means that might be taken to oblige her to accent reduced 
Mr. Morgan's propoſal: 2 | henſions 
Little did ſhe guefs what thoſe means would be. After 
She expected to be attacked alternately with all the fore, ſu! 
violence of paſſion, and the affected ſoftneſs of dil- poiſonin 
ſimulation, while every art, that cunning could d- ¶ (eryants 

* viſe, would be tried to induce Sir Charles to-concut ing her 
in her perſecution. Theſe indeed were imployed x ¶ power te 
ſoon as Mr. Morgan made his propoſals; but he “ berwe 


ladyſhip had too many reſources in her fertile bra Wi and the; 

to perſevere long in a courſe ſhe found unavailinę Wl however 

The farmer where Miſs Mancel lodged had a ſom Wil ved the 

who was in treaty with Lady Melvyn' for a = to recoy 
| / WHICH 


hich, at the end of the year, would become va- 


s Miſs Melvyn's going ſo frequently to Miſs Mancel 
ight give ſome colour to her invention. She there- 
ore took care to be found by Sir Charles drowned 
n tears; he preſſed to know the occaſion of her 
rief, but ſhe reſiſted his importunity in ſuch a man- 
ner, as could not fail to increaſe it; ſtill the declared, 
hat * ſhe loved him to that exceſs ſhe could not 
communicate a ſecret which ſhe knew muſt afflict 
him, even though the ſuppreſſion and inward prey- 
ings of her ſorrow ſhould prove fatal to her life. 
Sir Charles now on his knees intreated her to 
c acquaint him with the misfortune ſhe endeavour- 
ed to conceal, aſſuring her, that nothing could 
give him ſo much concern as ſceing her in that 
condition.“ She told him, *© ſhe was ſenſible, that 
* as his wife it was her duty to obey him; (a duty, 
© newly diſcovered, or at leaſt newly performed by 
© her ladyſhip) but ſhe feared ſhe had not ſtrength 
© left to give it utterance.” The endeayour threw 
her into an hyſteric fit, which was ſucceeded by ſo 
many. others, that Sir Charles was almoſt frantic 


tt WW with his fears for ſo tender a wife, who was thus 
et reduced to the laſt agonies by her affectionate appre- 

henſions of giving him pain. | 3 
be After rubbing her hands and feet till they were 


ſore, ſuffocating her with burnt feathers, and half 
poiſoning her with medicines, Sir Charles and her 
de: bervants fo far brought her to life, that, after ſend- 
cu ing her attendants out of the room, the had juſt 


| 3 WY power to tell him, © ſhe had diſcovered an intrigue 
" * between his daughter and Simon the young farmer,” 
al 


and then immediately ſunk into another fit, which 
ng, however did not laſt ſo long; for as ſhe had remo- 
0"; i ved the heavy burden off her mind, ſhe ſoon began 
to recover. | 


ch . 5 E | | Sir 
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ant. This perſon ſhe thought fit for her purpoſe, 
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ſme could recover her ſurprize, ſhe beg 
what crime ſhe had committed ? Her aftoniſhment 


© it would be criminal to ſuffer the vile inventors 


Sir Charles was very much ſhocked at what Lady 
Melvyn told him, but could not doubt the reality of 
the fact, when he had ſeen the very violent effect it 
had had on his tender wife. He aſked her advice 
how to proceed ; and it was ſoon determined that it 
was neceſſary, either to oblige Miſs Melvyn to marry 
Mr. Morgan directly, or to diſclaim her for ever, 
and remove the diſgrace of ſo infamous a conduct 
as far from themſelves as poſſible. With this reſo- 
lution ſhe was to be immediately e 

Miſs vated be was accordingly called in, and bit- 
terly reproached by Sir Charles; to which my La- 
dy added frequent lamentations, that ſhe ſhould 6 if 
far forget herſelf, and diſgrace fo worthy a family, 
interſperſing with them many expreſſions of the un- 
deſerved tenderneſs ſhe had always had for her, and 
her great confidence in Miſs Melvyn's prudence and 
virtue, ſhedding tears for her having fo unhappily 
ſwerved from them. 

As all this paſſed for ſome time in general terms, 
Miſs Melvyn was in doubt whether the or her pa- 
rents had loſt their ſenſes; convinced there muſt be 
diſtraction on one ſide or the other. As ſoon 2 
to know 


was ſtil] increaſed by the anſwer ſhe received, which 
was an accuſation cf this ſtrange intrigue ; and her 
frequent viſits to Miſs Mancel were brought 2 
proofs of it. The ſubmiſſive and mild temper 
which had hitherto moſt ſtrongly characteriſed her, 
vaniſhed at fo injurious a charge, and ſhe denied 
the fact with that true ſpirit which innocence in- 
ſpires. She told Lady Melvyn, that © though ſhe 
had hitherto ſilently ſubmitted to all her ill uſage, 
© yet it was her duty to repel an injury like this, 
and when her reputation was ſo cruelly aſperſed, 


ll 
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to paſs unexpoſed. She inſiſted on being con- 
«© fronted with her accuſers, a privilege allowed to 
« the greateſt criminals, and by the ſevereſt judges, 
therefore ſurely could not be refuſed by a fathet 
© to a daughter, on a charge ſo highly improbable, 
© and for which no lightneſs in her conduct ever 
gave the leaſt ground. | 

As Mrs, Maynard was in this part of her narra- 
tive, a bell rang, which informed -us that dinner 
was ready, and we were unwillingly obliged to poſt- 
pone the eontinuation of the hiſfory of the two 


young friends, till a more convenient opportunity. 


In the afternoon, before we roſe from table, four 
ladies came to drink tea with this admirable ſociety. 
No addition was neceſlary to render the converſation 
amuſing ; but the ſtrangers ſeemed to look on the 
ladies of the houſe with ſuch gratitude and venera- 
tion, and were treated by them with ſo much friend- 
ly politeneſs, as gave me pleaſure. I found by the 
various enquiries after different perſons, that theſe 
viſitors ' likewiſe lived in a large ſociety, When 
they roſe up to take leave, Mrs. Trentham pr 
ſed to walk part of the way home with them. No 
one objected to it, for the evening was inviting, 
and they had deſigned to ſpend it in the park, 
through which theſe ladies were to paſs; for Es 
Mary obſerved, that © after having ſhewn us the 
© beauties of the place, they ought to exhibit the 
© riches of it.“ . 
The park is cloſe to one ſid: of the houſe; it is 
not quite three miles round; the inequality of the 
ground much increaſes its beauty, and the timber 
is remarkably fine. We could plainly perceive it 
had been many years in the poſſeſſion of good ceco- 
nomiſts, who, unprompted by neceſſity, did not 
think the profit that might ariſe from the ſale, a 
| 2 ſufficient 


* 
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ſufficient inducement to deprive it of ſome fine 
trees, which are now decaying, but ſo happily 
placed, that they are made more venerable, and 
not leſs beautiful, by their declining age. This 
park” is much ornamented by two or three fine 
pieces of water; one of them is a very noble canal, 
ſo artfully terminated by an elegant bridge, beyond 
which is a wood, that it there appears like a fine ri- 
ver vaniſhing from the eye, 

Mrs. Morgan ſtopped us in one ſpot, ſaying, 
from hence, as Lady Mary obſcrved, you may 
© behold our riches ; that building, (pointing to 
© what we thought a pretty temple) which perhaps 
© you imagine deſigned only for ornament or plea- 
“ ſure, is a very large pigeon houſe, that affords a 
© ſufficient ſupply to our family and many of our 
© neighbours. That hill on Jo right-hand is a 
'© warren, prodigiouſly ſtocked with rabbits ; this 
canal, and theſe other pieces of water, as well 
© as the river you ſaw this morning, furniſh our 
table with a great profuſion of fiſh. You will 
eaſily believe, from the great number of deer you 
„ ſee around us, that we have as much veniſon as 
ve can uſe, either in preſents to our friends, or in 
our own family. Hares, and all forts of game, 
© likewiſe abound here; ſo that, with the help of a 
© good dairy, perhaps no ſituation ever more amply 
© afforded all the neceſſaries of life, Theſe are in- 
<- deed our riches; here we have almoſt every thing 
- © we can want, for a very ſmall proportion of that 
| © expence which others are at to procure them.” 

 * © Such a fitnation, ſaid I, would be dangerous 
to many people, for if, as ſome have ſuppoſed, 
and, in regard to a great part of the world, I 
fear with truth, mutual wants are the great bands 
of ſociety, a perſon thus placed would be in 
danger of feeling himſelf ſo independant a being, 
> 2. & . . a5 
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© as might tempt him to diſclaim all commerce with 
© mankind, fince he could not be benefitted by 
© them. He would look on himſelf in the light of 
© a rich man gaming with ſharpers, with a great 
probability of loſing, and a certainty of never be- 
© ing a gainer,” noir 
6 J do not think the danger, replied Lady Mary, 
© ſo great as you imagine, even though we allow 
© that ſociety ariſes from the motive you mentipn. 
© However fortune may have ſet us above an 
«* dily wants, the mind will ſtil] have many which 
* would drive us into ſociety. Reaſon wiſhes. for 


communication and improvement; . benevolence 


© longs for objects on which to exert itſelf ; the ſo- 
« cial comforts of friendſhip are ſo neceſſary to our 
© happineſs, that it would be impoſſible not to en- 
deavour to enjoy them. In ſickneſs, the languor 
of our minds makes us wiſh for the amuſements 
© of converſation ; in health, the vivacity of our 
« ſpirits leads us to deſire it. To avoid pain we 
«© ſeek after corporeal conveniencies; to procure 


« pleaſure we aim at mental enjoyments ; and, I be- 


«© lieve, if we obſerve the general courſe of mens 
actions, we ſhall ſee them at leaſt as ſtrongly ac- 
* tuated by the deſire of pleaſure, as by the fear of 
pain; though philoſophers, who A formed 
their judgments more on reaſon than the knows 


* ledge of mankind, may have thought otherwils.”, 


© I think, ſaid Mrs. Selvyn, ſomebody has af- 
© ſerted, that he who could live without ſociety 
* muſt be more than a God, or leſs than a man; 
the latter part of this aſſertion would have held 


good had he carried it, farther, and ſaid lower 


than a brute, for there is no creature in the uni- 


* verſe that is not linked into ſome ſociety, except 


* we allow the exiſtence of that exploded and un- 


* ſociable bird the Phoenix.” 1 
222 I am 
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© I am ſurprized, interrupted Lamont, to hear 
Y r. ſeclude themſelves from the _ in 
© thi i though beautiful place, fo ſtrongl 
© plead for err 5 * 
Do you then, replied Mrs. Mancel, miſtake a 
crowd for ſociety ? I know not two things more 
© oppoſite, How little ſocicty is there to be found 
in what you call the world? It might more pro- 
4 perly be compared to that ſtate of war, which 
© Hobbes the firſt condition of mankind, 
© 'The. fame vanities, the ſame paſſions, the fame 
© ambition, reign in almoſt every breaſt; a con- 
< ftant deſire to ſupplant, and a continual fear of 
being ſupplanted, keep the minds of thoſe who 
© have any views at all in a ftate of unremitted 
© tumult and envy; and thoſe who have no aim in 
< their actions, are too irrational to have a notion 
© of ſocial comforts. The love, as well as the plea- 
© ſures, of ſociety, is founded in reaſon, and can- 
© not exift in thofe minds which are filled with irra- 
tional purſuits. Such indeed might claim a place 
in the ſociety of birds and beaſts, though few 
would deferve to be admitted amongft them; but 
© that of reaſonable beings muſt be founded in rea- 
© ſon. What I underſtand by ſociety is a ſtate of 
< mutual confidence, reciprocal ſervices, -and cor- 
© reſpondent affections; where numbers are thus 
< united, there will be a free communication of 
© ſentiments, and we ſhall then find © ſpeech, that 
< peculiar bleſſing given to man, a valuable gif in- 
< deed; but when we ſee it reſtrained by ſuſpicion, 
or contaminated by detraction, we rather wonder 
© that ſo dangerous a power was truſted with a 


© race of beings, who ſeldom make a proper uſe of 
© it, | | 
© You will pity us perhaps becauſe we have no 


emblies, no plays, no maſquerades, 
in 


* cards, no 
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© in this: ſolitary place, The firſt we might have if 
ve choſe, it, nor are they totally diſclaimed by us; 
© but while we can with ſafety ſpeak our own 
* thoughts, and with pleaſure read thoſe of wiſer 
6 perſons, we. are not likely to be often reduced to 
© them, We with not for large aſſemblies, becauſe 
© we do not deſire to drown converſation in noiſe ; 
© the amuſing fictions of dramatic writers are not 
neceſſary _ nature affords us ſo many real de- 
* lights ; and as we are not afraid of ſhewing our 
of we have no accaſton to conceal our F.. 
ang in order to obtain either liberty, of ſpeech or 
* luke | | 
© What a. ſerious world ſhould we have, Madam, 
a * 2 Lamont, if you were to regulate our con- 
duct! | | 
By no means, Sir, anſwered Mrs. Mancel, I 
© wiſh to make only theſe alterations, to chan 
© noiſe for real mirth, flutter for ſettled chearfu]- 
© neſs, affected wit for rational converſation; and 
would but have that degree of diſſipation. baniſhed, 
* which deprives people of time for reflection on the 
© motives: for, and conſequences of, their actions, 
* that their pleaſures may be. real and permanent, 
© and followed neither by repentance nor puniſh- 
ment. I would with them to have leiſure to con- 
* ſider by whom they were ſeat into the world, and 
for what purpoſe, and to learn, that their happi- 
* neſs conſiſts in fulfilling the deſign of their Maker 
* in providing for their own greateſt felicity, and 
* contributing all that is in their power to the con- 
venience of others.” 
* You ſeem, Madam, anſwered Lamont, to chooſe 
© to make us all ſlaves to each other! | 
No, Sir, replied Mrs. Mancel, I would only 
make you friends, Thoſe who are really ſuc 
* are continually endeavouring to ſerve and oblige 
| E 4 each 
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each other; this reciprocal communication of he. g . 
< nefits ſhould be univerſal, and then we might , pr | 
with reaſon be fond of this world.” 9 pe 
But, faid Lamont, this reciprocal communica. ir 
tion is impoſſible ; what ſervice can a poor man e No 
* do me? I may relieve him, but how can he return Pa 
* the obligation ? { he 
| It. is he, anſwered Mrs. Mancel, wha firſt Thi 
© conferred it, in giving you an 1 of re- wan 
© lieving him. The pleaſure he has afforded you, 0 
I is as far ſuperior to the frat atification you — | > of 
| « procured him, as it is more bleſſed to give than to 1 


* receive, You will perhaps ſay of br, as the 
© apothecary in Romeo and Jultet does of himſell, 


and tell me that, 


$ vinc 
„ ſaid; 
in . 
* by a 
own 
of tt 
© error 
© they 
© ten 1 
do p 
* hazat 
„and, 
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cc His poverty and Not his will enſthts.® 
0 So let it be, and do you LG | 
Pay his poverty and not his „ wilt us 


by But certainly the higheſt ſatisfaction is on your 
'< fide, and much obliged you are to that poverty, 
© which enables you to obtain ſo great a gratifica- 
tion. But do not think the por can make no 
adequate return. The greateſt pleaſure this world 
can give us is that of being beloved; but how 
ſhould we expect to obtain love without deſerving 
it? Did you ever ſee any one that was not fond 
of a dog that fondled him ? Is it then poſſible to 
_o N to the affection of a rational be- 

f Mr. Lamont, ſaid one of the viſitors, has 
not ſo high a ſenſe of the pleaſure of being grate- 
fully loved and eſteemed, we ought not to blame 


«© him; he, perhaps, like the greateſt part of the 
£ world, 


E 


but t 
© what 
* Civili 
© in he 
© their 
© the f 
them 


ae 
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« world, has not ſufficiently tried it, to be a pro- 
© per jadge; Mrs. Mancel is certainly very deep in 
« this knowledge, and her opinion may be received 
as almoſt an infalliable deciſion, ſihce it is found- 
ed on long experience; and how nobly does the 
calm the eager wiſhes of impotent gratitude, in 
W- declaring herſelf to be the moſt benefitted when 
WW ſhe confers obligations.” 


rt This was uttered with ſo much warmth, | and 
xi accompanied by looks ſo expreſſive of affection and 
2 Werateful ſenſibity, that I plainly ſaw it proceeded 


tom ſomething more than mere ſpeculative appro- 
bation. Lamont declared, that © he was well con- 
* vinced of the juſtneſs of what Mrs. Mancel had 
„ ſaid; at firſt it appeared rather a ſentiment uttered 
in ſport, than an opinion which could be proved 
by argument; but that a little reflection on one's 
* own ſenſations, would afford ſufficient conviction 
© of the truth of her aſſertion, and that the general 
* errors in the conduct of mankind plainly evinced 
they were of the ſame opinion, though they of- 
ten miſtook the means; for what, continued he, 
do people ruin themſelves by pomp and ſplendor, 
hazard their lives in the -purſuits of ambition, 
Fand, as Shakeſpeare ſays, | | 


&« Seek the bubble reputation even in the can- 


a e non's mouth; 
G but to gain popular applauſe and eſteem? For 
i * what do others throw away their time in uſeleſs. 


* Civilities, and politely flatter all they meet, but 
in hopes of pleaſing! Even thoſe who make it. 
their buſineſs to ſlander merit, and exaggerate. 
© the faults of others, do it from a defire of raiſing 
© themſelves in the opinion of mankind, by low- 

| E 5 © ering 
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© ering thoſe who may be brought into compariſon 
* with them.” Y 

During this converſation we had advanced with- 
in a field of the houſe, and the ladies ſtopped to take 
their leave, ſaying, * as the evening was too far ad- 
< vanced to ſuffer them to make any ſtay with their 
© good friends, they would not diſturb them by juſt 
< entering their doors.“ But as ſome parley enſued, 
ſeveral ladies who had ſeen us from the windows ran 
out, juſt to pay their compliments to the worthy 
inhabitants of Millenium-Hall. The pleaſure of 
this ſhort meeting ſeemed reciprocal, and both ſides 
appeared unwilling to part, but the ſetting ſun admo- 
niſhed us to return. | 

The houſe to which we had ſo nearly approached 
was a very large, old manſion, and its inhabitants 
fo numerous, that I was curious to know how ſo 
many became aſſembled together. Mrs. Maynard 
ſaid, that © if ſhe did not ſatisfy my inquiries, I was 
in great danger of remaining ignorant of the na- 
© ture of that ſociety, as her friends would not 
<: be eaſily prevailed with to break ſilence on that 
4 ſubject. | N ate 

1 The ladies, ſaid ſhe, long beheld with com- 
© paſftion the wretched fate of thoſe women, who 
from ſcantineſs of fortune, and pride of family, 
© are reduced to become dependant, and to bear all 
© the inſolence of wealth, from ſuch as will receive 
them into their families; theſe, though in ſome 
* meaſure voluntary ſlaves, yet ſuffer all the evils 
of the ſevereſt ſervitude, and are, I believe, the 
* moſt unhappy part of the creation. Sometimes 
© they are unqualified to gain a maintenance; edu- 
© cated, as it is called, genteelly, or, in other words, 
© idly, they are ignorant of every thing that might 
© give them ſuperior abilities to the lower rank of 


© people, and their birth renders them leſs ar 
4 able 
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able ſervants. to many, who have not generoſity 
enough to treat them as they ought, and yet do 
not chooſe while they are acting tne miſtreſs, per- 

haps too haughtily, to feel the ſecret reproaches of 
© their own, hearts. Poſſibly pride may {till oftener 

© reduce , theſe indigent tlewamen into this 
« wretched ſtate of dependance, and therefore the 


- c world is leſs inclined to pity them ; but my friends | 
., ſee human weakneſs in another light. | 
hy © They imagine themſelves too tar from perfec- 


© tion to have any title to expect it in others, and 

think, that there are none in whom pride is ſo ex- 

© cuſeable as in the poor; for if there is the ſmalleſt 
« ſpark of it in their compoſitions, (and who is en- 

© tirely free from it?) the frequent neglects and in- 
© dignities they meet with mult keep it continually 
alive. If we are deſpiſed for caſual deficiencies, 
© we naturally ſeek in ourſelves for ſome merit, to 
* reſtore us to that dignity in our own eyes, which 
© thoſe humiliating mortifications would otherwiſe 
© debaſe. | Thus we learn. to ſet too great a value on 
© what we {till poſſeſs, whether advantages of birth, 


* © education, or natural talents; any thing will ſerve 
n. bor a reſoutce to mortified pride; and as every 
ho thing grows by oppoſition. aud. perſecution, we 
ly, cannot wonder, if the opinion of ourſelves in- 
-11 Wt creaſes by the fame means. | 

0 * To perſons in this way of thinking, the pride 
ne ll © which reduces many to be, what is called with too 
ls little humanity, toad-caters, does not render them 
be BY unworthy of compaſſion. Therefore for the relief 
cs of this race they bought that large manſion. 

* They drew up ſeveral regulations, to ſecure the 
4, Peace and good order of the ſociety they defign- 
bt * ed to form, and ſending a copy of it to all their 
of WI <quaintance, told them, that any gentleman's 
pt- daughter, whoſe n e anklemithad, * 
ble | . Y 
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© if ſhe deſired it, on thoſe terms, be received into 
that ſociety.” CO 

I begged, if it was not too much trouble, to knoy 
what the regulations were. 
The firſt rule, continued Mrs. Maynard, was, 
that whoever choſe to take the benefit of this aſy- 
um, for ſuch I may juſtly call it, ſhould depoſite, 
in the hands of a — 2 appointed for that purpoſe, 
whatever fortune ſhe was miſtreſs of, the ſecurity 
being approved by her and her friends, and re- 
maining in her poſſeſſion. On leaving the ſo— 
ciety, her fortune ſhould be repaid her, the in- 
tereſt in the mean time being appropriated to the 
uſe of the community. The great deſign of thi; 
was to preſerve an exact equality between them; 
for it was not expected, that the intereſt of any 
of their fortunes ſhould pay the allowance they 
were to have for their cloaths. If any appeared 
to have ſecreted part of her fortune, ſhe ſhould be 
expelled the ſociety. | 
: © Secondly, Each perfon to have a bed- chamber 
to herſelf, but the eating-parlour and drawing- 
room in common. acts EEE 
© Thirdly, All things for rational amuſement 
© ſhall be provided for the ſociety; muſical inſtru- 
ments, of whatever fort they ſhall chooſe; books; 
. 
6 
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tents for work; and, in ſhort, conveniencies for 

every kind of employment. 

© Fourthly, They muſt conform to very regular 
© hours. | 

: © Fifthly, An houſe-keeper will be appointed to 
manage the houſehold affairs, and a ſufficient 
© number of ſervants provided. 

- © Sixthly, Each perſon ſhall alternately, a week 
© at a time, preſide at the table, and give what fa- 
« mily orders may be requiſite. 

« deventhly, Twenty-five pounds a year ſhall be 

'. « allowed 


Miſs MANCEL and Mrs. Moxcan. 83 
allowed to each perſon foe her cloaths and: pocket X 


ences. 
["Eighthly, Their drefs ſhould be quite plain and 
« neat, but not particular nor uniform. 
« Ninthly, 'The expences of ſickneſs ſhall be dif- 
« char by the patroneſſes of this ſociety. 
enthly, If any one of the ladies behaves with 
c e ſhe ſhall be diſmiſſed, and her fortune 
returned; likewiſe if any ſhould, by turbulence or 
iſhneſs of temper, diſturb the — it ſhall 
1 the power of the reſt of them to expel her; 
a majority of three parts of the community being 
«© for the expulſion, and this to be performed by 
ballotting. 
0 Eleventh! ys A good table, and every thing ſuits 
© able to the convenience of a gentlewoman, thall be 


ey © provided, 


ed © Theſe were the principal articles; and in — 


be than two months a dozen perſons of different 
were eſtabliſned in the houſe, who ſeemed. — 
er © roughly delighted with their ſituation. At the re- 
We. of one of them; who had a friend that wiſhed 
© to be admitted, an order was ſoon added, by the 
nt © conſent of all, that gave leave for any perſon who 
- «© would conform exactly to the rules of the houſe, 
F © to board there for ſuch length of time as ſhould 
x Wl © be agreeable to herſelf and the ſociety, for the 
© price of an hundred pounds a year, fifty for any child 

ir WY © the might have, _ for a maid-ſervant, and hirey 

© for a man, 

© The number of chis ſociety is now U 0 to 
thirty; four ladies board there, one of whom has 
© two children, and there are five 3 ladies, 
© the eldeſt not above twelve whoſe 
© mothers being dead, aid their 7 families related 
© to ſome of the ſociety, their kinſwomen have 
© undertaken their education; theſe -hkewiſe pay 
6 * an 
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an hundred pounds a year each. It has frequent. 
0 = happened, that widow ladies have come into 
is ſociety, till their year of veep mourning was 

c expired. 
| © With theſe aſfiſtances the ſociety now ſubſil 
< with the utmoſt plenty and convenience, without 
© any additional expence to my good friends, ex- 

« cept a communication of what "this park affords; 
as our ſteward provides them with every thing, 
© and has the entire direction of the houſeholl 
« affairs, which he executes with the moſt ſenſible 
* ceconomy.' 

I ſhould imagine, faid I, it were very difficult 
© to preſerve a comfortable harmony among fo many 
4 perſons, and conſequently ſuch variety of tem- 
o 

« Certainly, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, it is not 
« without its difficulties, For the firſt year of this 
© eſtabliſhment my friends dedicated — of their 
time and attention to this new community, who 
© were every day either at the hall, or theſe ladies 
with them endeavouring to cultivate i in this fiſter- 
6 2 _ ſart of "By where. which is moſt ”y 
3 ve of peace. example . ſugge 
< tions, (for it is difficult to give unre 4 470 
© where you may be ſuſpected of a rien to ia 
6 hy their examples and ſuggeſtions therefore, * 

led them to induſtry, ſhewed it to be nece 

„ ſary to all ſtations, as the baſis of almoſt every 
An idle mind, like fallow ground, s 
« the ſoil for every. weed to grow in; in it vice 
« | cs Ing) 66 Yd be — — 
mol and luxuriant; —— malignity, 
© i} humour, ſpread far and wide, and the mind 
© becomes a chaos, which it is beyond human power 
© to call into order and beauty. This therefore my 
4 good. ſciends laboured to expel from lth 
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eſtabliſhment. They taught them that it was the 
duty of every perſon to be of ſervice to others. 


* That thoſe whoſe hands and minds were by the 
| favours of fortune exempt from the neceſſity of 
* labouring for their own ſupport, ought to be em- 
U 


ployed for fuch as are deſtitute of thefe advan- 
tages. They got this ſiſterhood to join with them 
in working for the poor people, in viſiting, in 
* 2dmoniſhing, in teaching them wherever their ſi- 
© tuations required theſe ſervices. Where found 
* that any of theſe ladies had a taſte for gardening, 
drawing, muſic, reading, or any manual or mental 
© art, they cultivated it, aſſiſted them in the plea- 
© fanteſt means, and by various little ſchemes have 
© kept up theſe inclinations with all the ſpirit of 
© purſuit, which is requiſite to preſerve moſt minds 


not from that ſtate of languor and inactivity, whereby 
his © life is rendered weariſome to thoſe who have never 
1 © found it unfortunate. 


— 
— 
© 


* ſome regulations made as occaſions occur- 
© red, all burdenſome forms are expelled. The 
© whole fociety indeed muſt aſſemble at mornin 

© and event „and at meals, if ſickne 

ng prayers | 

© does not prevent, but every other ceremonious 
© dependance is baniſhed; they form into different 
© parties of amuſement as fuit their inclina- 
© tions, and ſometimes when we go to ſpend the 
* afternoon there, we ſhall find a party at cards in 
* one room, in another ſome at work, while one is. 
reading aloud, and in a ſeparate chamber a ſet 
* joining in a little concert, though none of them 
© are great proficients in mufic ; while two or three 
x l be retired into their own rooms, ſome gone 
© out to take the air, for it has ſeldom happened 
© to them to have leſs than two boarders at a time 
© who each keep an equipage; while others ſhall be 
* anufing themſelves in — . 


lies 


I 
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the very pleaſant meadows which ſurround then 
© houſe. 51-05 10 | 
As no one is obliged to ſtay a minute longer in 
company than ſhe chooſes, ſhe naturally retires a 
ſoon as it grows diſpleaſing to her, and does ng 
return till ſhe is prompted by inclination, and con. 
ſequently well diſpoſed to amuſe and be amuſed, 
They live in the very ſtrict practice of all religi. 
ous duties; and it is not to be imagined how much 
good they have done in the neighbourhood; hoy 
much by their care the manners of the poorer 
people are reformed, and their neceſſities relieved, 
though without the diſtribution of much money; 
I fay much, becauſe, ſmall as their incomes are, 
there are many who impart out of that little to 
thoſe who have much leſs. | 
© Their viſits to us are frequent, and we are on 
© ſuch a footing, that they never impede any of our 
c employments. My friends always inſiſted whey 
© they waited on the community, that not one of 
© the ſiſterhood ſhould diſcontinue whatever they 
found her engaged in; this gave them the hint 
© to do the ſame by us, and it is a rule, that no 
© book is thrown ade, no pen laid down, at their 
entrance. There are always ſome of us manually 
employed, who are at leiſure to converſe, and if 
c 
c 
c 
c 
o 
* 
= 
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the viſit is not very ſhort, part of it is generally 
ſpent in hearing one 'of the girls read loud, who 
take it by turns through a great part of the day; 
the only difference made for this addition to the 
company 1s a Change, of books, that they may 
not hear only part of, a ſubject, and begin by a 
broken thread. Thus they give no interruption, 
© and therefore neither — us, nor are them- 
© ſelves ſcrupulous about coming, ſo that few days 
6 paſs without our ſeeing ſome of them, though 
* 5 1 « frepuently 
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frequently only early enough to accompany us in 
our walks, or partake of our muſic.” 

Have you not, ſaid Lamont, been obliged to 
expel many from the community? Since you do 
not allow petulancy of temper, nor any light- 
neſs of conduct, I ſhould expect a continual re- 
yolution.” | 
© By no means, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, fince 
the eſtabliſhment of the community, there has 
been but one expelled ; and another finding her- 
ſelf in danger of incurring the ſame ſentance, and 
believe inwardly diſguſted with a country life, 
retired of her own free choice. Some more have 
rendered themſelves ſo difagreeable, that the queſ- 
tion have been put to the ballot; but the fear of 
being diſmiſſed made them ſo diligent to get the 
majority on their ſide, before the hour appointed 
for deciſion arrived, that it has been determined 
in their favour, and the earneſt defire not to be 
brought into the ſame hazard again, inducing 
them to mend their tempers, ſome of. theſe are 
now the moſt amiable people in the whole com- 
munity, _ | 

As for levity of conduct, they are pretty well 
ſecured from it, by being expoſed to few tempta- 
tions in this retired place. | 

Some, as in the courſe-of nature muſt happen, 
have died, and ' moſt of them bequeathed what 
little they Had towards conſtituting a fund for the 
continuation of the community. More of them 
have married; ſome to perſons who knew them 
before, others to gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, or ſuch as happened to come into it, 
to whom their admirable conduct recommended 


them. » 
| Itould 
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1 could not help exclaiming, In what a be7 :Gie t 
© do you live, thus ſurrounded, by people who 9 
all their happineſs to. your N This is, M bhſhe 
© deed, imitating. your Creator, and, in ſuch M miſhon 
portion as your faculties will admit, partaking 
© his felicity, ſince you can na where caſt your ey: 
« without beholding numbers who derive every cart 
good from your bounty, and are indebted to jo tereſt 
care and example for a reaſonable hope of eternal wil 2 ret 
6 yi 1 | 7 
« ſhare: af the felicity you, fa. juſtly, imagine t 
© ladies 9 h I haye no part in W nate 
© occaſions it. When I reflect on all the bleſi other 
6. they impart, and ſee how happineſs flows, à il 
were, in an. uninterrupted. current from tha b 
hands and lips, I am overwhelmed with gratit or it, t 
© to the Almighty difpeſer of my fate, for har eg ſuc 
< ſo merciful] wn. me into. ſuch a ſcene but ſh 
< felicity, where every hour yields true heart-dey ha 
joy, and fills me with thankſgivings to Hin 

_ © who enables them thus to diſpenſe. meradk 
< bleſſings, and ſo greatly rewards them alreayWihve mad: 
« 1 conſciouſneſs of , having obeye he the 
Him | 


The Ladies at this time were at too a 
diſtance to hear our "converſation :. for not chooling f 4 ye 
to be preſent while their actions were the ſubjech ed p 
of | diſcaur(e, . they had gradually ſtrayed from . ih ther 


Upon enquiring 
in the large 1 4 6 
brought any | the of 


* moſt of thom. had a: trifle, ſome not more tha he exp, 
« an hundred pounds. That in general the lade ey ha 


«' ceffities were greateſt, except where ſome parti ant roo 
« cular circumſtances rendered protection more rufe, ti] 


Miſs MANCEL and Mrs. Moxc Av. 89 
iſite to others. That the houſe not being 
rge enough to contain more than were ä 
Rabliſhed in it, they have been obliged to refuſe 
miſſon to many, and eſpecially ſome young 


ing omen of near two thouſand pounds fortune, 
r eo expenſive turn of the world now being ſuch 
at no gentlewoman can live genteelly on the 
e tereſt of that ſum, and they prefer this Society 
I retirement in a town. Some who 
ned to board, have likewiſe been refuſed, As 
pe expences of the firſt community fall fo far 
tea dort . of their expectation and the ſums appro- 
walWriated for that purpoſe, they determined to hazard 
r nother of the _ kind, and have juſt F acid 
* - for a ſtill larger manſion, at about three 
(hu ales Kiftance, and by the perſons now waiting 
titueEr it, they have reaſon to believe it will not be 
aviy ef ſucceſsful than the other, nor more expenſive; 
ne rut ſhould they be miftaken in that particular, 
addy have laid aſide a fund ſufficient to 
Him r“ Their ſcheme I find is to have ſome of the 
we lies down to Millenium-Hall, as foon as they 


ve made the purchaſe, and there they are to remain, 
ile the b eh irs and additions are makin 
the houſe for their habitation, whi 

ey imagine will not be compleated in leſs than 
lf a year, They hope, by having the firſt ad- 
ted part of the community thus in the houſe 
| With them for ſo long a tim! to compenſate, in 
good degree, for the difadvant of mg 


g ed fo much farther from them. The ſiſter 
ca the other ſociety, likewiſe, in pity to thoſe wha 
= expoſed to the ſame ſufferings from which 


ey have been delivered, have red - to croud 
lemſelves for a few months, in order to leave va- 
ant rooms for ſome who are deſtined” to the other 
ule, till they can be there accommodated. 9 

O 
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Mil 
alſo will be fitted for their new way of life, 


> 1 r 

taught to aim at the happineſs enjoyed in this a 

' munity, by the ſame means that they have attai It wou 

to it. | quarre! 

Our ſubje& ended. with our walk. Suppery of ye 

ſerved as ſoon as we entered the houſe, and gem oratify 

converſation concluded the evening. y deſire 

Had I not been led by ſeveral facts to repeui your 

ready ſo many coverſations, I ſhould be indu 3, the 
not to bury all that paſſed at this time in ſilen ; 


but though I have taken the liberty, when the; 
lation of facts naturally led to it, to communis 
ſuch diſcourſes as were pertinent to the ſubjed, 
would be; preſuming too far on your time, tot 
peat converſations which did not ſerve to illuſt 
any particular actions, however . worthy they n 
be of recollection. I ſhall therefore only ſay, th 
it was not with leſs reluctance I retired tor 
chamber, at the hour of bed-time, than the nig 
before. At : . A, 8 

The next morning proved rainy, which pt 
vented me from making any early excurſion. 
as it cleared up about + — o'clock, Lamont a 
I went into the garden, to enjoy the fragran 
which every herb and flower exhales at this time! 
the year, after the deſirable refreſhment of gen 
ſhowers. I conducted him to the flower garde 


Think 
Melvy: 
er, a r 
lined tc 
ng Sin 
Icitude 
bofs of 1 


which had ſo much delighted me the morning i OT. 
fore; and we had pt paid due admiration to prevail 
th: vegetable beauties there exhibited to our vie rt any 
when Mrs, Maynard joined us. ture tc 
I told her, It was but a poor compliment! ing let 
© her converſation, to ſay, I longed for her con rial, 
* pany, ſince now my curiofity might occaſion tne. re 
* impatience, which I ſhould nevertheleſs hay iro 


* felt, had I not been left in painful ſuſpence, k ink © 


tion of 
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interruption we had received the day before, 
the midſt of her narrative.” : 
It would be unnatural, ſaid ſhe, for a woman 
quarrel with curioſity ; ſo far from complain - 
o of yours, I am come merely with a deſign 
gratify it, and only expect you will judge of 
y deſire to oblige you, by my readineſs in IT” 
g your commands, were J myſelf the ſub- 
+, the motive for my obedience might be equi- 


cal.” 


— — — — KY 
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MAN CEL and Mrs. MORGAN's 
Hiſtory continued. 


Think, continued Mrs. Maynard, we left Miſs 
Melvyn requiring to be confronted by her ac- 
er, a requeſt which her mother-in-law was not 
lined to grant; for though in her dealings with 
ng Simon, ſhe had perceived. ſuch a degree of 
citude for his own intereſt, and ſuch fagrant 
ofs of want of integrity, that ſhe did not doubt 
that by promiſing him the farm, on rather 
ter terms than ſhe had yet conſented to, he might 
prevailed with to join ſo far in her ſcheme, as to 
rt any thing to ir Charles; yet ſhe dared not 
ture to produce him face to face to Miſs Melvyn, 
ing leſt his aſſurance ſhould fail him on ſo ſevere 
rial, | 
dhe replied, therefore, that © the proofs were 
oo ſtrong to admit of doubt, but ſhe could not 
nk of expoſing Miſs Melvyn to the mortifica- 
tion of hearing her depravity witneſſed by, per- 
© haps, 
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© haps, the laſt perſon whom ſhe expected (Miſs 
© acknowledge it. Beſides, that by ſuch an ecla@M:zeme 
* diſgrace would infallibly become public, and lvyn” 
© be deprived of the only means left her of rele COL 
© her reputation from that infamy, to which, s of 
very ſhort time, it muſt have been irrecove treſſed 
© condemned ; for it could not be Juppoſed, that Wnt ſy 
© Morgan would accept as his wife a wonan willielyyn': 
, fullicd character. oy | relic 
Miſs Melvyn was almoſt diſtracted, at being t had 

ſo injuriouſly accuſed, and denied the liberty of nd it 
fending herſelf; ſhe begged, ſhe intreated, on n to 2 
knees, that Sir Charles would not ſuffer her to WY adviſe 
a prey to ſuch undeſerved malice. She aſlerted WM quali! 
innocence in the ſtrongeſt and moſt peru ly in 
terms, and inſiſted ſo warmly on her demand with 
being confronted with her accuſers, that her «ir reput 
rew inclined to grant her juſt requeſt, rmiſe « 
elvyn perceiving he began to comply, re pected 
her refuſal in. the moſt peremptory manner; and ſd not fl 
claring to Miſs Melvyn, that ſhe had no other d rcely 
left her, but either to reſolve to marry Mr. MayWilty of 
gan, or to be expoſed to fhame, in being pulli iſs ] 
diſclaimed by her parents, who would no longer organ, 
fer her to remain in their houſe, led Sir Charles -ſuited 
of the room; and he, though reluctant, dared iy prof; 
refuſe to accompany her. the g 
- Miſs Melvyn was now left. to reflect on ill of m 
dreadful alternative. Filled with horror at e hight 
ſhocking conduct of her mother-in-law, tenihet love, 
2 her threats, and A there was no ol! — 
Jainy the was not capable of perpetrating, a, t 
this ove up a point ſhe was thus *5 $400k to caiWeceſſary 
ſhe was incapable of forming any reſolution. She It is tr 
to her friend, to ſeck from her that advice and oy ſpicuou 
ſolation, which her own diſtracted thoughts could gi rank 
afford her, 144M one bu 
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Miſs Mancel was ſo ſtruck with the terror and 
ement which were ſtill impreſſed on Mis 
lvyn's countenance, that ſhe had not for ſome 
courage to alk the cauſe, Trembling with 
rs of ſhe knew not what, ſhe embraced her 
treſſed friend with an air of ſuch tender, though 
nt ſympathy, as ſoftened the horror of Miſs 
lyyn's mind, and brought a ſhower of tears to 
relief, which at length enabled her to relate all 
it had paſſed between her and her parents. Louiſa 
nd it much eaſter to join in her friend's grief 
an to adminiſter conſolation. She knew not what 
adviſe ; two artleſs, virtuous N women were 
qualified to contend with elvyn, eſpe- 
ally in an affair which could not be rendered pub- 
without hazarding Miſs Melvyn's character; 
r reputation is fo delicate a thing, that the leaſt 
rmiſe caſts a blemiſh on it; the woman who is 
ſpeed, is diſgraced ; and though Lady Melvyn 
| not ſtand high in the public opinion, yet it was 
rcely poſſible for any one to believe ſhe could be 
ilty of ſuch flagrant wickedneſs. . | 

iſs Melvyn had a very ſtrong diſlike to Mr. 


pu 

ger Mlorgan, whoſe diſpoſition and age appeared equally 
atles suited to hers; to enter into wedlock without 
red y proſpe& of ſocial happineſs, ſeemed to her one 


the greateſt misfortunes in life ; but what was 
ll of more weight in her eſtimation, ſhe thought it 
: higheſt injuſtice to marry a man whom ſhe could 
tt love, as well as a very criminal mockery of the 
jolt folemn vows. On the other fide, ſhe conſi- 
i, that to preſerve her reputation was not only 
eſſary to her own happineſs, but a duty to ſociety. 
lt is true, ſaid ſhe, I am not placed in a very con- 
ſpieuous ſphere of life, but I am far from being of 
a rank ſo obſcure, that my actions will affect no 
one but myſelf; nor indeed do I know any 1 
but 
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gection. At her entrance into the houſe, ſhe met 

ady Melvyn, who with a very ſtern countenance, 

lered her to go and entertain Mr. Morgan, who” 
aited for her in the parlour. She found him alone, 
4 as he began to renew his addreſſes, which, a 
pulſe from her had not diſcouraged, fince he hoped, 
ſucceed by the influence her parents had over her, 


bein e immediately formed the reſolution of endeavour- 4 
given to make him relinquiſh his pretentions, in hopes, 
„r ir the refuſal came from him, he might be- 
by. me the object of her mother's indignation, and 
© Mr perſecution might drop, at leaſt for a time. 

de e therefore frankly told him, that © though her 


affections were entirely diſengaged, yet he was ſo 


very repugnant to them, that it was impoſſible 
Which * 7 ic 

| ſhe ſhould ever feel that regard for him, which 
* he had a right to expect from his wife; therefore 
rs intreated him, in conſideration of his own hap- 


pineſs, if her's were indifferent to him, not to 


22" perſiſt in a purſuit, which, if ſucceſsful, could 
4 not anſwer his hopes, but muſt reduce her to 
cui render herſelf wretched by becoming his wife, or 
eſs to exaſperate her parents by refuſing him.” She 


en added all her heart could ſuggeft to flatter him 


to compliance with this requeſt. 11 d 
" Mr. Morgan's foible was not an exceſs of deli. 
ac icy; he told her plainly, he admired her elo- 


quence prodigiouſly, but that there was more rhe- 


toric in, her beauty, than any compoſition of 
110 words could contain ; which pleading in direct 
e mug contradiction to all ſhe had ſaid, ſhe muſt excuſe 
1111" him, if he was influenced by the more powerful 


oratory of her charms; and her good ſenſe and 
unexceptionable conduct convinced him, that 
when it became her duty to love him, ſhe would 
no longer remain indifferent.” 


at "= 
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All Miſs Melvyn could urge to ſhew him this 


was but a very poor dependance, had no ſort d 


weight, and 'he parted from her only more deter. 
mined to haften the concluſion of their marriage. 
Lady Melvyn had not been idle all this time, 
ſhe had prevailed on young Simon to acquieſce in 
the queſtions ſhe put to him before Sir Charles, e. 
ther by giving ſhort anſwers, or by down-calt eye, 
which ſignified aſſent. With this Sir Charles ac. 
quainted Miſs Melvyn, and inſiſted on her not 
thinking of expoſing herſelf to the indignity of 
having the whole affair diſcuſſed in her preſence, 
All the indignations that undeſerved calumny ca 
excite in an innocent mind, could not have enable 
Miſs Melvyn to bear being charged before ſo loy 
a creature, with a paſſion for him, and ſtill leſs to 
have heard the ſuborned wretch pretend to con- 
feſs it. She therefore found no difficulty. in obey- 
Ing her father in that particular, and rather choſe 
to ſubmit to the imputation, than to undergo the 
ſhame which ſhe muſt have, ſuffered in endeavour- 
ing to confute. it. She attempted to perſuade Sir 
Charles, to permit her to ſtay in the houſe under 
< what reſtrictions he and his lady ſhould think pro 
< per, till her conduct ſhould ſufficiently convince 
© him of her innocence, and not to force her into 
© a hated marriage, or unjuſtly, expoſe her to dil 
grace and infamy.” Her tears and intreaties wouli 
ſoon have ſoftened his heart; and as far as he dare, 
he ſhewed an inclination to comply with fo reaſon- 
able a propoſal ; but his lady eafily obliged him to 
retract, and to deprive Miſs Melvyn of all hopes dt 
any mitigation of the ſentence already pronounce 
againſt her. | h 
Could ſhe without the loſs of reputation have fied 
to a remote part of the kingdom, and have hidden 


herſelf in ſome obſcure cottage, though * to 
a ut 
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labout for a ſubſiſtence, ſhe would have thought it a 
fate far more eligible than becoming Mr. Morgan's 


y wife; but if ſhe thus turned fugitive and wanderer, 
. in what light could ſhe ex to be ſeen by the 
me. world? eſpecially, as Lady Melvyn would infallibly, 
en bo remove any blame from herſelf, be liberal in her 
\ Gi aſperſions. In a retirement where no one knew her 
eyes, rank, family, or name, whatever diſgrace might be 
"ic. WY 2ixed to the latter, it would in ſome fort not touch 

not WY ber, freed from ſelf- reproach by innocence, and 
y 0 faved from the cenſure of her neighbours by their 
-nce, WY i2norance; but yet ſhe would not be leſs guilty of a 
cn violation of her duty to ſociety, ſince ſhe mult ap- 
able) pear very culpable to thoſe who knew her, and con- 
\ loy WY tribute to the depravity of others, as far as was in 
6 ber power, by an example which, her motives be- 


inz unknown, would appear a very bad one. 
This conſideration determined her to ſacrifice her 


cho peace to her character; for by having told Mr. Mor- 
o the. gan the true ſtate of her heart, ſhe had acquitted 
vour- BY herſelf from any charge of attempting, by the gift 
e Sir AY of her hand, to deceive him into a belief that he was 
under the object of her affections. She ſtill had ſcruples 
; pro about entering into the matrimonial ſtate, on mo- 
vince tives fo different from thoſe which ought to influence 
r into every one in an union of that kind: theſe were not 
o dito be removed, but ſhe imagined this might in ſome 
woul WJ meaſure be excuſed, as the leaſt culpable part ſhe 
dared, BW could act; and ſince man was herein neither her 
eaſon - judge nor accuſer, ſhe hoped the integrity of her 
im to mind would be received as ſome alleviation of a fault 
pes al {he was thus forced to commit, fince ſhe was deter- 
uncel mined in the ſtricteſt manner to adhere to every duty 


of her ſtation. - : 

ve fled Having formed this reſolution, ſhe went to conſulr 
hidden ber friend upon it, who was a perſon leſs perplexed, 
iced toil though ſcarcely leſs concerned, as their affections 
labout | »'Y were 
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were ſo ſtrongly united, that one cguld not ſuffer 
without the other's feeling equal pain, might pofſi- 


bl 
ſu 


i be a calmer judge in ſo delicate a point. Louiſa 
ſcribed to her friend's ſentiments on the occaſion, 


only deſired her to conſider well, whether ſhe 


4 
= 


C 


— 0. oo 


c 


ſhould be able to bear all the trials ſhe might meet 
with in the married ſtate, when ſhe was entirely 
indifferent to her huſband.” 

My proſpect, ſaid Miſs Melvyn, I am ſenſible 


is — melancholy. All inclination muſt 


now be laid aſide, and duty muſt become my ſole 

uide and director. Happineſs is beyond my view; 
Fane even hope for eaſe, ſince J muſt keep a 
conſtant reſtraint on my very thoughts. Indiffer- 
ence will become criminal; and if I cannot con- 
quer it, to conceal it at leaſt will be a duty. I 
have learnt to ſuffer, but was never yet taught diſ- 

uiſe and hypocricy ; herein will conſiſt my greateſt 
Jefculey ; ö abhor deceit, and yet muſt not fſhew 
the real ſentiments of my heart. Linked in fociety 


with a man I cannot love, the world can afford me 


no pleaſure, indeed no comfort, for J am inſenſible 
to all joy but what ariſes from the ſocial affeCtions. 
The grave, I confeſs, appears to me far more eli- 
gible than this marriage, for I might there hope to 
be at peace, Mr, Morgan's fortune is Jarge, but 
his mind is narrow and ungenerous, and his tem- 
per plainly not good. If he really loved me, he 
could not ſuffer me to be forced into a marriage 
which he well knows I deteſt: a knowledge which 

will not mend my fate moſt certainly, 
Could I enjoy the pleafures of ſelf-approbation, 
it would be impoſſible to be very wretched, but 
the moſt exact performance of my duty will not 
ield me that gratification, ſince I cannot be per- 
fectly ſatisfied that I do right, in marrying a man 
ſo very diſagreeable to me. I fear the pride of 
reputation 
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e reputation influences me more than I imagine, 
and though it is as P as any ſort of pride, 
c yet ſtill it is certainly no virtue. | 
When I reflect, ſaid ſhe, afterwards, on the 
© ſtep I am going to take, my terrors are inexpreſ- 
© fible; how. dreadful is it at my age, when nature 
© ſeems to promiſe me ſo many years of life, to doom 
* myſelf to a ſtate of wretchedneſs, which death a- 
lone can terminate, and wherein I muſt bury all 
© my forrows in ſilence, without even the melan- 
* choly relief of pouring them forth in the boſom of 
© my friend, and ſeeking, from her tender partici- 
«© pation, the only conſolation I could receive l for 
© after this . dreaded union is compleated, duty will 
© forbid me to make. my diſtreſſes known, even to 
my Louiſa; I muſt not then expoſe the faults of 
him whoſe lighteſt failings I ought to. conceal, 
One only hope remains, that you, my firſt and 
© deareſt friend, will not abandon me; that what - 
* ever cloud of melancholy may hang over my 
* mind, yet you will {till bear with me, and remove 
4 your abode to a place where I may have the conſo- 
lation of your, company. If it be in my power to 
* make my houſe a comfortable habitation to my 
* Louiſa, I'cannot be entirely wretched,” 

Miſs Mancel gave her the tendereſt aſſurances of 
fixing at leaſt in. the neighbourhood, ſince a ſecond 
paradiſe could not recompence her for the loſs of her 
ſociety ; and that on no terms could ſhe prevail on 
herſelf to continue in a houſe where ſhe muſt ſee 
that wretched Simon, who had been a vile inſtru- 
ment in reducing her friend to that diſtreſsful ſitua- 
tion. This gleam of comfort was a very ſeaſonable 
relief to Miſs Melvyn's dejected ſpirits, and gave 
lome reſpite tg her tears. f 


1 As 
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As ſoon as ſhe returned home, ſhe acquainted 
Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn with her reſolution, 
who ſoon communicated it to Mr. Morgan; and 
nothing was now thought of but haſtening the 
wedding as much as poſſible. | 
I wonder, interrupted Lamont, how Miſs Mel. 
© vyn could bring herſelf to let her mother-in-lay 
© have ſuch an opportunity of exulting in the ſuc- 
© ceſs of deteſtable arts.” - | 
© That, replied Mrs. Maynard, was a confiders- 
tion which had no weight with her, nor ſhould 
it indeed be any mortification to our pride, that 
© deceit and cunning have triumphed over us. 
Wickedneſs ſerves itſelf of weapons which we 
would not uſe, and if we are wounded with them, 
we have no more reaſon to be mortified, than a 
man would have to think his courage diſgraced, 
_* becauſe when he lay ſleeping in his bed, he was 
© taken priſoner by a body of armed men. To be 
«circumvented by cunning, muſt ever be the fate, 
| © but never the diſgrace of the artleſs.” 
ll As Miſs Melvyn's compliance. procured her a 
[ greater degree of favour at home than ſhe had eve 
before enjoyed, Miſs Mancel was ſuffercd to come 
to the houſe, and met with an obliging reception 
from the whole family. Her continual preſence 
there was a t ſupport to her friend in her very 
diſagreeable ſituation, and after indulging her ſor- 
row in their private converſations, and mingling 
their ſympathetic tears, ſhe was the better able to 
endure the reſtraint which ſhe was obliged to un- 
dergo when any other perſon was preſent. 
The dreaded day fixed on for this unhappy union 
ſoon came, and Miſs Melvyn received Mr. Morgan's 
hand and name with all. the fortitude ſhe. could a 


ume; but her diſtreſs was viſible to all, * 
g h | y b : MI. 
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Mr. Morgan, who was ſo little touched with it, 


ted that it proved no abatement to his joy ; a ſymptom 
on, of ſurb indeJicacy of mind, as increaſed his bride's 
= ef and apprehenſions. ö f 

the 


The day after their — Mrs. Morgan aſk- 
ed his permiſſion to invite Miſs Mancel to his houſe, 
to which he anſwered, Madam, my wife muſt 
© have no other companion or friend but her huſ- 
band; I ſhall never be averſe to your ſeeing com- 
© pany, but antimates I forbid ; I ſhall not chooſe 
to have my faults diſcuſſed between you and your 
friend. — ; 

Mrs. Morgan was not much leſs ſtunned by this 
reply, than if ſhe had been ſtruck with lightning. 
Pad 


iſed as ſhe had long been in commanding her 
m, paſſions and inclinations, a torrent of tears forced 
1 2 their way. ; + 
ed, © I did not want this proof, reſumed Mr. Mor- 
. © gan, that I have but a ſmall ſhare of your affec- 


tions; and were I inclined to grant your requeſt, 
© you could not have found a' better means of pre- 
© venting it; for I will have no perſon in my houſe 
* more beloved than myſelf. When you have no 
© other friend, added he, with a malicious ſmile, I 
may hope for the honour of that title.” 

Mrs: Mo was ſo well convinced before of the 
littleneſs of his mind, that ſhe was more afflicted 
than ſurprized at this inſtance of it, and wiſhed he 
would not have rendered it more difficult to eſteem 
him, by ſo openly profeſſing his ungenerous temper. 
R ſhe ſilently acquieſced'; but that her friend 
might not feel the pain of believing herſelf neglect- 
ed, ſhe was obliged to tell her what had paſſed. 

The new married couple ſtaid but two days longer 
at Sir Charles's. Fortunately Mr. Morgan ſpent 
the laſt day abroad, in paying viſits in the neigh- 
bourhood, which afforded the two unhappy friends 

F 4 leiſure 
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leiſure to lament their ill fortune in this cruel ſep1. 
ration, without giving the cauſe of it any new of. 
| fence, They took a melancholy leave that night, 
fearing that even a correſpondence between then 
might be conſiderably reſtrained by this arbitrary 
huſband, who ſeemed to think his wife's affection; 
were to be won by force, not by gentleneſs and ge. 
nerous confidence. Wok FR 
his was the ſevereſt aſfliction they had ever yet 
experienced, or indeed were capable of feeling 
United from their childhood, the connection of foul 
and bedy did not ſeem. more indiſſoluble, nor wer 
Og, divided with. greater pain. They foreſaw 10 
end to this cruel ſeparation; for they could not ex- 
ect that a huſband's complaiſance to his wife ſhoull 
"1ncreaſe after he ceaſed to be a bridegroom, Lui 
indeed, who _ wiſhed if poſſible to reconcile her 
friend to her fate, pretended to hope that her good 
conduct might in time enlarge his mind, and cure 
him, of that mean ſuſpicious temper; which then 
made him fear to have his faults expoſed by a wife, 
whoſe chief endeavour would be to conceal them. 
But ſuch diftant views afforded no conſolation to 
Mrs. Morgan's affectionate heart; the preſent pain 
engaged her thoughts too much to ſuffer her to look 
a 10 far off for comfort. She had flattered herſelf not 
only with the hopes of enjoying Miſs Mance!'s 
company, but of delivering = wy all the difh- 
culties of her ſituation, in offering her a protec- 
tion from inſult or poverty. To be diſappointed 
of ſo delightful a proſpectwas her greateſt affliction, 
and fat much heavier on her mind, than the loſs of 
her beloved ſociety. 3 ee 
The evening was far ſpent, when Lady Melvyn 
found them rowned in tears, anticipating the 


. 
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pangs of parting, the employment of that oy 
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day; and as her ladyſhip's batred for her daughter- 
in-law was much ſubſided, ſince ſhe no longer fear- 
ed the obſervation of her .too-virtuous eye, her na- 
tural diſpoſition inclined her to prevent the wife's, 
diſcovering her real ſentiments to her huſband ; the 
therefore reminded them, that Mr. Morgan muſt 
then be on his way home, and adviſed, that by alt 
means they ſhould part before his return, Jeſt he 
ſhould be witneſs of a ſorrow which he would take 
amiſs. They were ſenſible that in this her lady ſhip 
judged well, and Louiſa's fear of occaſioning any 
additional uneaſineſs to her friend, gave her reſo- 
lution and ftrength to take a laſt farewel. Mrs. 
Morgan's maid attended her home, as ſh2 was too 
much affected to be able to perform that little walk 
without ſome ſupport. Mrs. Morgan's condition 
was ſtill more deplorable; more dead than alive, 
ſhe followed Louiſa's ſteps with eager eyes, till a 
turning in the road robbed her of the ſight of her 
friend; and then, as if her eyes had no other em- 
ployment worthy of them left, they were again 
overwhelmed in tears. Lady Melvyn found her- 
incapable of conſolation; but more ſucceſsfully en- 
feavoured to make her fuppreſs the indulgence of 
her grief, by | alarming her fears with the approach 
of Mr. Morgan. As ſoon as ſhe was a little com- 
poſed, ſhe led her into the garden for air. The 
night was fine, and the moan thone very reſplendant, 
the beauty of the ſcene, and the freſhneſs of the air 
a little revived her; and as Mr. Morgan ftaid out 
later than they expected, ſhe had time to acquire a2 
ſuficient command over herſelf to receive him Wit! 
an air of tolerable chearfuln eis. 

The new married pair ſet out early the next 
morning, and arrived at Mr. Morgan's ſeat the- 
following day. Fhe houſe was large and old, the- 
furniture not much leſs ancient, the ſituation- 
N.. Fs | dreary, 
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dreary, the roads every where bad, the foil a ſtiff 
clay, wet and dirty, except in the midit of ſum- 
mer ; the country round it difagreeable, and, in 
ſhort, deſtitute of every thing that could afford 
any ſatisfaction to Mrs. Morgan. Nature no where 
appears graced with fewer charms. Mrs. Morgan 
however had vexations ſo ſuperior, that ſhe paid 
little d to external circumſtances, and was fo 
fully determined to acquit herſelf properly in her 
new ſphere, that ſhe appeared pleaſed with every 
thing around her. Hypocriſy, as ſhe obſerved, was 
now become a virtue, and the only one which ſhe 
found it difficult to practiſe. They were received 
on their arrival by a maiden ſiſter of Mr. Morgan's, 
who till then had kept his houſe; and he intended 
ſhould ftill remain in it; for as through the par- 
tiality- of an aunt, who had bred her up, ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of a large fortune, her brother, in whom 
avarice was the ruling paſſion, was very deſirous of 
keeping in her favour. 6 

Mrs. Suſanna Morgan had lived immaculate to 
the age of fifty-five. The ſtate of virginity could 
not be laid to her charge as an offence againſt ſo- 
ciety, for it had not been voluntary. In her youth 
the was rather diſtinguiſhed for ſenſibility. Her 
aunt's known riches gave the niece the reputation 
of a great fortune, an attraction to which ſhe was 
indebted for many lovers, who conſtantly took their 
leave on finding the old lady would not advance 
any part of the money which ſhe deſigned to be- 
queath her niece. Miſs Sufanna, extremely ſuſ- 
ceptible by nature, was v2 diſpoſed to all 
ber admirers, and imagining herſelf ſucceſſively in 
love with each, lived in a courſe of diſappoint- 
ments. In reality, the impreſſion was only made on 
her vanity, — 7 heart continued unengaged; but 


the felt ſuch a train of mortifications very * 
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if and perhaps ſuffered more upon the whole, than if 
n- ſhe had been ſtrongly impreſſed with one paſſion. 
in In time the parſimony of her old aunt became ge- 
rd nerally known, and the young lady then was left 
re free from the tender importunity of lovers, of which 
an nothing elſe could prodebly have deprived her ; for 
id 2s ſhe had never any natural attractions, ſhe was not 
ſo ſubje to a decay of charms; after ſhe had entered 
zer ber fifty-third year, her aunt departed this life, ſhe 
ry came into the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand pounds, 
a a fortune which ſerved to ſwell her pride, without 
he increaſing her happineſs. 
ed Nature had not originally beſtowed upon her much 
's, ſweetneſs of temper, and her frequent diſappoint- 
Id ments, each of which the termed being cro//2d in love, 
ar- had completely ſouered it. Every pretty woman was 
vas WT the object of her envy, I might almoſt ſay every 
om warried woman. She deſpiſed all that were not as 
of Which as herſelf, and hated every one who was ſuperior 
or equal to her in fortune. Tormented inwardly with 
to ber own ill- nature, ſhe was incapable of any ſatisfac- 
ud tion but what aroſe from teazing others; nothing 
ſo- could diſpel the frown on her brow, except the ſatis- 
ath action ſhe felt when ſhe had the good fortune to give 
Jer pain to any of her dependants ; a horrid grin then diſ- 
:on {MWtorted her features, and her before lifeleſs eyes gliſten - 
yas Ned with malice and rancorous joy. She had read juſt 
\cir enough to make her pedantic, and too little to give 
nce ber any improving knowledge. Her underſtanding - 
de- vas naturally ſmall, and her felf-conceit great. In 
uſ- ber perſon 15 was tall and meagre, her hair black, 
all Nind her complexion of the darkeſt brown, with an 


alditional ſallowneſs at her temples and round her 


ot- eyes, which were dark, very large and prominent, 
on Nad entirely without luſtre; my ad but one look, 
but hich was that of gloomy, ſtupid, ill-nature, except, 


s I have already ſaid, when they were enlivened 
is ih $a by 
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by the ſupreme ſatisfaction of having made ſome. 
body uneaſy, then what before was but difagreeable 
became horrible. To complete the deſcription of 
Her face, ſhe: had a broad flat noſe, a wide mouth, 
furniſhed with the worſt ſet of teeth J ever ſaw, 
and her chin was long and pointed. She had heard 
primneſs ſo often mentioned as the characteriſtic of 
an old maid, that! to avoid wearing that appearance, 
the was ſlatternly and dirty to an exceſs; beſides ſhe 
had great addition of filthineſs, from a load of Spa- 
niſh fnuff, with which her whole dreſs was covered, 
as if, by her profuſion in that particular, ſhe thought 
to compenſate for her general parſimony. 

This lady, Mrs. Morgan found in poſſeſſion of 
her houſe, and was received by her with that air of 
fuperiority, to which Mrs. Suſanna thought herſelf 
intitled by her age and fortune. Mrs. Morgan's 
charms, though drooping like a blighted flower, ex- 
cited much envy in Sufanna's breaſt, and ſhe ſoon 
congratulated her on her extraordinary happineſs in 
having captivated a gentleman of ſo large a fortune, 
when her own'was at preſent ſo very ſmall. 

At firſt ſhe commended her, for not being elated 
with fo great an acquiſition, but in a little time 
taxed her with ungrateful inſenſibility to fo prodi- 
gious a blefiing. She continually criticiſed her 
Economy, accuſing her of indolence, repreſenting 
how * ſhe uſed every morning to touſe the ſervants 
from their idleneſs, by giving each ſuch a ſcold, 
© -as quickened their diligence for the whole day; 
nor could a family be well managed by any one 
who omitted this neceſſary duty.“ Mrs. Morgan's 
deſire that her ſervants ſhould enjoy the comforts of 
plenty, and when fick, receive the indulgence 
which that condition requires, brought her conti- 
nual aàdmonitions againſt extravagance, wherein 
Mr. Morgan readily joined; for his avarice — 

GT... * great 
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oreat, that he repined- at 'the moſt neceſſary ex- 
ences. | : ECT YL e 
N His temper was a mixture of paſſion and peeviſh- 
neſs, two things that ſeldom go together; but he 
would fret himſelf into a paſſion, and then through 
wearineſs of ſpirits cool into fretfulneſs, till he was 
ſufficiently - recovered to riſe again into rage. This 
was the common courſe of his temper, which af- 
forded variety, but no relief. 4 

Senſible that his wife married him without affec- 
tion, he ſeemed to think it impoſſible ever to gain 
her love, and therefore ſpared himſelf all fruitleſs 
endeavours, He was indeed fond of her perſon; 
be admired her beauty, but deſpiſed her underſtand- 
ing, Which in truth was unavoidable; for his ideas 
and converſation were fo low and ſordid, that he 
was not qualified to-diſtingwſh the charms of her 
elegant mind. Thoſe who know Mrs. Morgan. 
beit, are convinced that ſhe ſuffered leſs uneaſineſs 
from his ill humour, brutal as it was, than from 
his nauſeous fondneſs. But the account I give of 
bim, I have received from others; Mrs Morgan 
never mentions his name, if it can poflibly be 
avoided ; and when ſhe does, it is always with re- 
ſpect. In this ſttuation, a victim to the ill humour 
doth of her huſband and his ſiſter, we will leave 
Mrs. Morgan, and return to that friend whoſe let- 
ters were her only conſolation. b en 

Miſs Mancel's perfon was fo uncommonly fine, 
that ſhe could not be long” ſettled in the country 
without attracting general notice. Though the 
lower rank of people- may be · lefs refined in their 
eas, yet her beauty was fo very ſtriking, that it 
did not efeape their admiration, and the handſome 
lady, as they called her, became the general ſubject 
of-diſcourſe. -- As church was the only place where: 
lie was expoſed to publie views ſhe had from = 
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firſt endeavoured to elude obſervation, by mingling 
in the crowd, and fitting in the moſt obſcure ſeat; 
but when fame had war: Arr the curioſity of those 
of higher rank, ſhe was eaſily diſtinguiſhed, an 
ina ſhort time many inhabitants of the neighbouring 
pariſhes came to that church to ſee her. She mom 
than anſwered every expectation; for ſuch per. 
fection of beauty ſcarcely ever came out of the 
hands of nature. Many ladies in the neighbour. 

hood introduced themſelves to her acquaintance, and 
found her behaviour as enchanting as her perſon, 
She could not be inſenſible of the approbation which 
every eye ſignificantly expreſſed; but ſhe wy 
abaſhed, and in ſome degree more mortified than 
delighted by it. She well remembered what Mr, 
d' Avora had ſaid to her on that ſubject, and ay 
that in her fithation beauty was a diſadvantage. 
He often repeated the ſame things to her in letters, 
(for ſhe and Miſs Melvyn keeping up a conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with him, the latter had acquainted 
him with the general admiration paid to Louiſa) 
and told her, that he feared the plan they had formed 
for her future way of life, was at a ſtill greater dif- 
tance than they had hoped, ſince her beauty was the 
great obſtacle to its being put in execution. 

The ladies of the beſt faſhion in the neighbour- 
hood leave to viſit her; and though ſhe 
more than ever wiſhed to have her time uninter- 


: rupted, ſince as ſhe had no proſpect of any other 


means of ſupport, it was nec by ſuch little 
additions as ſhe could make to her ſmall fund, to 
prevent its quick. diminution, yet ſhe could not de- 
eline the civilities ſo obligingly offered ber, but 
avoided all intimacy with any of them as foreign to 
her plan, and hurtful to her intereſt. Thus was 
ſhe circumſtanced in reſpect to the neighbourhood 


when Miſs Melyyn married. N 
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As after this event Louiſa was determined to 
bange her habitation; ſhe to enquire for 
ome family, where ſhe might be accommodated in 
he fame manner, as in that where ſhe was then 
ed. Among the perſons who had taken moſt 
otice of her was Lady Lambton, a woman of 
admirable underſtanding, pdlite, generous and good- 


Log 

the WWatured ; who had no fault, but a conſiderable 
ur- are of pride. She piqued herſelf upon the opu- 
and ende of her family, and a diſtinguiſhed birth, but 
ſon. er good ſenſe, and many virtues, ſo qualified this 
lich one blemiſh, that it did not prevent her being a very 
was amiable woman. TRL 

Nan When ſhe found Miſs Mancel deſigned to change 
Hr. ber abode, ſhe told her, that ſhe might be accom- 
aw WE modated at an honeſt farmer's in the neighbour- 
ge. hood, but as ſome little alterations would be requi- 
75 ſite to make the place fit for her, ſhe, in the moſt 
or- Nobliging manner, defired her company till the apart- 
ted nent was ready; which would give her opportunity 
ſa) to ſee that ſuch things were done to it, as would be 
ied Wi molt convenient and agreeable. Lady Lambton in- 
il. ted fo ſtrongly on Miſs Mancel's accepting this 


invitation, that ſhe could not without incivility re- 
fuſe it; and, as after the loſs of her friend, all 
places were alike to her, ſhe had no xeaſon to decline 
he Wi b obliging an offer. WOT 1TH 
er- No great preparations were required - for this re- 
der moral of abode. Lady Lambton came herſelf to 
tic Wi fetch Miſs Mancel home. The old lady was fo 
to Wi charmed with her new gueſt, many of whole ac- 
e- compliſhments were unknown to her till ſhe came 
ut under the fame roof, that ſhe would not ſuffer 
to Wl any preparations to be made for another lodgings 
dut inſiſted on her continuing much longer wit 
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Lady Lambton behaved in fo very obliging , 
manner, and Louiſa found fo much pleaſure au 
improvement in the converſation of a woman, hot 


admirable underſtanding and thorough knowley 
of the world are ſeldom to be paralleled, that fe 
could not be more agreeably placed; as ſhe dart 
not go even into Mrs. Morgan's:neighbourhog, 
for fear of giving additional uneaſineſs to one, whof 
fituation ſhe plainly perceived was by no means hay 
py 3 for though Mrs. Morgan ſuppreſſed all com- 
plaints, never hinted at the treatment ſhe received, 
and endeavoured to repreſent her way of life in the 
beſt colours, to ſave her friend the ſympathetic 
pangs of heart, which ſhe knew-ſhe would feel for 
her ſufferings; yet the alteration in her tile, the 
"melancholy turn of mind, which, in ſpite of il 
her care, was viſible in her letters, could not eſcape 
the obſervation of one 'whoſe natural diſcernment 
was quickened by affection. 

The ſull perſuaſion of Mrs. Morgan's unhappi- 
neſs, and that anxious ſolicitude which aroſe from 


her ignorance as to the degree of her wretchedneſ 


'was a ſource of continual grief to her mind, which 
Lady Lambtorrs ſincere Friendſhip could ſcarcely 
alleviate. But ſhe knew too well, how few people 
can bear the unhappy, to ſuffer her uneaſineſs to 
appear. She ſtifled therefore every expreſſion f 
that kind; for if Lady Lambton had generouſly 
ſympathized in her affliction, it would. have given 
ther pain to know ſhe had occaſioned that Jady' 
feeling any; and if, ſhe had been inſenſible to it 
complaints would not fail to diſguſt her. | 
Lady Lambton was fond of mufic, and not void 
of taſte for painting; Miſs Mancel's' excellence in 
theſe arts therefore afforded her the higheſt enter- 
tainment. Her ladyſhip was likewiſe a miſtreſs of 


Aunguages, and was pleaſed to find Louiſa equally 


acquainted 
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acquainted with them. In this houſe Miſs Mancel 
had paſt above a twelve - month, when Sir Edward 
Lambton returned from his travels, in which he 
had ſpent four years. As ſoon as he arrived in the 
kingdom, he came to wait on Lady Lambton, his 
grandmother; who was likewiſe his 1 his 
father and mother being both dead. She had 
longed with impatience for his return, but thought 
herſelf well repaid for his abſence by the great im- 
provement Which was very viſible both in his man- 
ners and perſon. _ | | 

Sir Edward was. extremely handſome, his perſon 
fine and graceful, his converſation lively and enter- 
taining, politeneſs adding charms to an excellent un- 
derſtanding. His behaviour, I have been told, was 
particularly engaging, his temper amiable, though 
ſomewhat too warm, and he had all his grand- 
mother's. generoſity, without any of her pride. 
p It would have been e if a man of three and 
twenty years old (for that was Sir Edward's age) 
had not been much charmed with fo lovely a woman 
ich BY © Miſs Mancel, That he was fo, ſoon became vi- 
|} WY bible, but ſhe, as well as his ndmother, for 
ſome time imagined the attentions he paid her were 
only the natural reſult of the palaptry uſual at his 
Age, and improved into a ſofter addreſs, by a man- 
er acquired in travelling through countries where 
ven gallantry is publicly profeſſed; Lady Lambton 
* however, knowing her own diſcernment, expreſſed 
„ {ome fears to Louiſa, leſt her grandſon ſhould be- 
ccme ſeriouſly, in love with her, in order to diſco- 
oder by her -countenance, whether there was really 
in ny ground for her apprehenſions, which ſhe found- 
er- on the impoſſibility of his marrying a woman of 
of mall fortune, without reducing himſelf to the 
y gcatelt inconvenience, as his eſtate was extremely 
el cumbered, and he was by an intail deprived of the 

| liberty 


1 
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liberty of ſelling any part of it to diſcharge the 
debt. She was too polite to mention her chief ob- 


jection to Miſs Mancel, which was in reality the 
obſcurity of her birth. Aid. 

© Louila, who ſincerely believed Sir Edward hal 
no real paſhon for her, anſwered with a frankneſ 
which entirely convinced Lady Lambton that ſhe 
had received no ſerious addreſs from him; but 
Louiſa, who ſaw herſelf now in the ſituation which 
Mr. 4'Avora had warned her againſt, begged per 
miſſion to leave. Lady Lambton's, to prevent ba 
ladyſhip's being under any uneaſineſs, and to ayoid 
all danger of Sir Edward's receiving any ſtrong im- 
preſſion in her favour, | | | 

Lady Lambton was unwilling to part with her 
amiable companion; and beſides, thought if her 

_ grandſon was really enamoured, ſhe ſhould increaſe 
the danger rather than leſſen it, by not keeping 
Louifa under her eye; ſhe therefore told her ſhe 
could not conſent to loſe her company, and was 
certain ſhe might depend on her honour, Louiſa 
thanked her for her good opinion, and aſſured her ſhe 
would never do any thing to forfeit it. 

Sir Edward was more captivated than either of 
the ladies imagined, and every day increaſed his 
paſſion. _ Louiſa's beauty, her converſation, and 
accompliſhments were irreſiſtible ; but as he knew 
the great occaſion he had to marry a woman of for- 
tune, he long endeavoured to combat his inclina- 
tions. He might have conceived hopes of obtain- 

ing any other woman in her circumſtances on eaſier 
terms; but there was ſuch dignity and virtue ſhone 

forth in her, and he was ſo truly in love, that ſuch 

a thought never entered his imagination. He fe- 
verenced and reſpected her like a divinity, but 


hoped that prudence might enable him to conquer 
his paſſion, at the ſame time that it had not — 
i 50 666-3 enou 
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nough to determine him to fly her preſence, the 
only poſſible means of leſſening the impreſſion 
which every hour engraved more deeply on his 
heart, by bringing ſome new attractions to his 
ſiew. He little conſidered, that the man who has 
not power to fly from temptation, will never be 
ble to reſiſt it by ſtanding his ground. 

Louiſa was not long dee ſhe grew ſenſible, that 
what ſhe had offered to Lady Lambton for the eaſe 
ff her ladyſhip's mind, was adviſeable to ſecure the 
peace of her own. Sir Edward's merit, his ſin- 
cere oy wy for her, which certainly is the moſt 
powerful charm to a woman of delicacy, could 
ſcarcely fail to make an impreſſion on a heart fo 
tender, ſo generous as her's. She kept ſo ſtrict a 
watch over herſelf, that ſhe ſoon perceived her ſen- 
ſibility, and endeavoured to prevail on Lady Lamb- 
ton to part with her; but the old lady imagining it 
was only in order to quiet her apprehenſions, would 
not conſent ;_ and the difficulty in finding a place 
where ſhe could be properly received, ſtrongly diſ- 
couraged her from inſiſting on it. If ſhe continued 
in the neighbourhood, her purpoſe would not be 
anſwered; for ſhe could not avoid Sir Edward's vi- 
lits; her only friend was denied the liberty of pro- 
tecting her, and to go into a place where ſhe was 
unknown, would ſubje& a young woman of her age 
and beauty to a thouſand dangers.  _ 
Theſe difficulties detained her, though unwil- 
Ingly, at Lady Lambton's for above half a year 
ater Sir Edward's return ; who, at fength, unable 
to confine in filence a paſſion which long been. 
obvious to every obſerver, took an opportunity, 
when alone with Louiſa, to declare his attachment 
in the moſt affecting manner. She received it not 
vith ſurprize, but with real ſorrow. She had no 
incture of coquetry in her compoſition ; but if — 


„ 
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p M 
had been capable of it, her affections were w Sr Ed: 
deeply engaged to have ſuffered her to retain ice a 
Fer ſenſibility was never fo ſtrongly awakened; I bear ar 
her endeavours to reſtrain it were no longer d red into 
force, her heart returned his paffion - ſo ſinczrely, Happ 
that juſtice and honour only could reſtrain its en Wi! man, 
tions; theſe were deeply engaged to Lady Lamb. e ou! 

ton, and ſhe would haye deteſted herſelf had ſhe cn ain. 
tertained a thought of making that . lady's good. Miſs N 
neſs to her the occaſion of the greateſt vexatia did g1vi 
ſhe could receive. She therefore never heſitated u bis ad 
the part ſhe ſhould act on this trying occaſion; f ſeeing 
buf the victories which honour gains ayer the ter-. ed the 
der affections, are not to be obtained without h bow m. 
ſevereſt ngs. Thus tormentec by the ſtruggls the ſuct 
between duty and affection, ſhe was not immedi; foul, f th 
ately capable of giving him an anſwer ; but fad Pointing 
.ing that her difficulties were increaſing, by his r only N 
PE ted profeſfions, and animated by the neceſſity q took pl: 
ſileneing a love, which too ſucceſsfully folicited i Adreſſes 
return of affection, ſhe aſſumed: a ſufficient con- n; in 
mand over herſelf to conceal her ſentiments, ani ſerable. 
with averted ” left her heart ſhould throq ber reg: 
them contradict her words, ſhe told him, „ und int 
„ diſtreſſed her to the greateſt degree; that de binh th 
1 reſpect ſhe had for him on account of his own the mar 
© merit, and not leſs for the relation he bore to ©'*7y o 
© Lady Lambton, made her extremely . concerned the poſ 
that he ſhould have conceived a paſſion for he, render | 
* Which it was not in her power to return; nd any oth 
could ſhe liſten to it in juſtice to Lady Lambten than 
© to whom ſhe was bound in all the ties of grate reaſ 
tude; neither ſhould any thing ever prevail witl co _ 
Eavoure 


© her. to do. a thing prejudicial to the intereſts of 1 


ought v 


© family, into which the' had been ſo kindly - but 
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Gr Edward was too much in love to acquieſce in 
p nice a point of honour ; but Louiſa would not wait 
> hear arguments ſo painful to her to refute, and re- 
red into her own chamber, to lament in ſecret. her 
nhappy fate in being obliged to reject the addreſtes 
Ia man, whoſe affections, had ſhe been at liberty, 
e would have thought no ſacrifice too great co 
tain. 1 4 | 
Miſs Mancel endeavoured as much as poflible to. 
void giving Sir Edward any opportunity of renew- 
pg his addreſſes; but his vigilance found the means 
f ſeeing her alone more than once, when he warmly 
ved the partiality of her behaviour, repreſenting 
how much more his happineſs was concerned in 
the ſucceſs of a paſſion which poſſeſſed his whole 
foul, than his grandmother's could be in diſap- 
pointing it. She, he obſerved, was actuated 
only : pride, he by the fincereſt love that ever 
a vol place in a human heart. In accepting his 
1 . addreſſes, Louiſa could only mortify Lady Lamb- 
oben; in rejecting them, ſhe muſt render him mi- 
u {frable. Which, he aſked, had the beſt title to 
ugh her regard, the woman who could ungenerouſſy 
ee 2nd 1 pen! ſet a higher value on riches and, 
we birth than on her very ſuperior excellencies, or 
uu che man who would gladly ſacrifice fortune, and 
e u every other enjoyment the world could afford, to 
the poſſeſſion of her; of her who alone could 
render life deſirable to him? By theſe, and 
any other arguments, and what was more preva- 
ent than all thi arguments that could be deduced 
im reaſon, by the tendereſt intreaties that the 
hoſt ardent paffion could dictate, Sir Edward en- 
earoured to perſuade Louiſa to conſent to marry 
m, but all proved unavailing. She ſometimes 
ought what he ſaid was juſt, but aware of her 
Kility, ſhe could not believe herſelf an 8 
| ice 
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diced de and feared leſt ſhe might miſtake the Muence © 
faphiſtry of love, for the voice of reaſon. She wy ure birt 
ſure, while honour, truth, and gratitude pleaded hole co 
againſt inclination, they muſt be in the right, tho Louiſa 
their remonſtrances were huſhed into a wiſper by WWinually 
the louder ſolicitations of paſſion. Convinced tha WiWetermine 
ſhe could not be to blame, while ſhe acted in con- rote M. 
tradiction to her ſecret choice, ſince the ſincerity Mculties 
of her intentions were thereby plainly, though pain- ire her 
fully evinced, ſhe perſiſted in refuſing to become Proper pl 
Sir Edward's wife, and told him, that if he did This 
not diſcontinue his addreſſes, he would force her to e grieve 
© leave the houſe, and retire to any place that would Necret in 
© afford her a quiet refuge from his importunity. ould, b 
A hint of this ſort was ſufficient to drive Sir Ed- Whrhich he 
ward almoſt to diſtraction, and Louiſa dared nt uſt ref. 
purſue the ſubject. When he found ſhe could not ie wrote 
he induced to conſent to an immediate marriage, he be aſſu 
endeavoured to obtain a promiſe of her hand after WW afford, 
Lady Lambton's deceaſe; though, to a man of he to rene 
impatient and ſtrong ons, ſuch a delay wa WW know + 
worſe than death; but Miſs Mancel told him, by might 
* ſuch an engagement ſhe ſhould be guilty of per ſhe 
mean evaſion, and that ſhe ſhould think it as great This 10 
© a breach of honour as marrying him directly. ſhe was 1 
The deſpair to which Louiſa's conduct reduced ¶ ¶ difficulty 
Sir Edward, whoſe love ſeemed to increaſe with th: vy fro: 
abatement of his hopes, was very. viſible to for to 
grandmother, but her pride was invincible; net WWracter, an 
ther her affection for him, nor her great eſteen ¶ dilemma { 
for Miſs Mancel's merit, could conquer her aver- Wand with 
ſion to their union. She ſaw them bath unhapp), WWW not eſcape 
but was convinced the pangs they felt would not e ward had 
of very long continuance, "truſting to the uſu i heart mac 
inconſtancy of young perſons, while the inconve- x her lad) 
niencies attending an incumbered fortune, a0 ing ſo fa 
the diſgrace which ſhe imagined muſt be the conte dhe imp 
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ence of Sir Edward's marrying a woman of ob- 
ure birth, would be permanent, and influence the 
hole courſe of his life. | 
Louiſa, unable to ſupport ſo hard a conflict, con- 
inually reſiſting both her lover, and her love, was 
letermined to ſeek ſome relief from abſence. She 
wrote Mr. d'Avora a faithful account of all the dif- 
culties of her ſituation, and intreated him to re- 
jive her into his houſe, till he could find ſome 
roper place wherein to fix her abode, _ 
This worthy friend approved her conduct, while 
e grieved for her diſtreſs : his honeſt heart felt a 
ecret indignation againſt Lady Lambton, who 
ould, by falſe pride, be blinded to the honour 
ich he thought ſuch a woman as Miſs Mancel 
uſt reflect on any family into which ſhe entered. 
He wrote that young lady word, that © ſhe might 
be afſured of the best reception his houſe could 
afford, and every ſervice that it was in his | 
* to render her; defiring that ſhe would let him 
know when ſhe propoſed ſetting out, that he 
might meet her on the road, not thinking it pro- 
* per ſhe ſhould travel alone, * 
This letter gave Miſs Mancel much ſatisfaction; 
ſhe was now ſecure of an aſylum : but the great 
difficulty ſtill remained, ſhe knew not how to get 
away from Lady Lambton's in a proper manner; 
for to go clandeſtinely was not ſuitable to her cha- 
ncter, and might bring it into ſuſpicion. In this 


n cilemma ſhe thought it beſt to apply to that lady, 
r- WWF and with her ufual frankneſs told 5 (what had 
ot eſcaped her diſcernment) the affection Sir Ed- 
be ward had conceived for her, and the return her own 
ul heart made to it; only ſuppreſſing his ſolicitations, 


3 her ladyſhip might be offended with his proceed- 
ing ſo far without her conſent. She repreſented 
* the imprudence of her continuing in the "_— 
45 4558 < wit 
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with Sir Edward, whereby. both his - paſſion ard | 
© her own muſt be increaſed; and yet ſhe was at 2 Wiime, w 
© loſs how to depart privately, but was convinced i ternal f 
© could not be effected with his knowledge. with. Nas ovei 
out ſuch an eclat as muſt be very diſagrecable hon mut 


s extr 
han ſhe 
ipated | 


them all; nor could ſhe anſwer for her own ref. 
© Jution, when put to ſo ſevere a trial; as ſhe ſhoul{ 
© have more than her full meaſure of aMiction in go- 


ing from thence, without being witneſs to its ct: Hie knew 
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Miſs Mancel's conduct, might have influenced 
Lady Lambton in' her favour; but though it in- 
creaſed her eſteem, it did not alter her reſolution. 
With inexcuſable inſenſibility. ſhe: concerted mea- 
ſures with her, and engaged to procure Sir Edwards 


. Abſence for a ſhort time. Some very neceſſary bul- Wis paſſio 
neſs indeed demanded his preſence in a neighbou- im a cc 
ing county, where the greateſt part of his eſtate Med; and 
lay, but he had not been able to prevail on hiniclf is diſtre! 
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to leave Louiſa; too much enamoured to think 
any ... pecuniary advantage could compenſate for 
the loſs of her company. But as it was natural 
that an old grandmother ſhould ſee the matter in 
another light, her preſſing him to go and ſettle his 
affairs, gave him no cauſe. to ſuſpect any latent 
meaning, and was too reaſonable to be any longer 
oppoſed. - | 3 46 

Though Sir Edward was reſolved on fo quick 2 
diſpatch of buſineſs, as promiſed him a ſpeedy te- 
turn, yet any ſeparation from Miſs Mancel, how- 
ever ſhow: appeared a ſevere misfortune. The 
evening before the day of his departure, he con- 
trived to fee her alone, - renewed his importu- 
nities with redoubled ardour, but with no better 
ſucceſs than before, He lamented the neceſſity he 
was under of Jeaving her, though but for a little 


time, 
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me, with an agony of mind better ſuited to an 
ternal ſeparation. She, who ſaw it in that light, 
as overcome with the tender diſtreſs which a per- 
on muſt feel at taking a final leave of one who 
extremely dear to her. Her own grief was more 
han ſhe could have concealed ; but when ſhe anti- 
jpated in her thoughts, what he would ſuffer when 
he knew he had loſt her for ever, and judged from 
he pain he felt on the approach of what he thought 
0 hort an, abſence, how very great his diſtreſs 
ould be, ſhe was unable to ſupport the ſcene with 
er uſual fortitude. Tears inſenſibly ſtole down her 
ace, and beſtowed on it ſtill greater charms than it 
ad ever yet worn, by giving her an air of tender- 
es, which led him to hope that ſhe did not behold. 
is paſſion with indifference, This thought afforded 
im 2 conſolation which he had never before .recei- 
ed; and though it increaſed his love, yet it abated: 
s diſtreſs, and rendered him more able to leave her, 
nce he flattered himſelf ſhe would with pleaſure. ſee 
im return, which he was now more than ever re- 
volved to do as ſpeedily as poſſible. | 5 
The day of his departure ſhe ſpent chiefly. in 
er on room, to conceal, as far as ſhe was able, 
weakneſs ſhe was aſhamed of, but could not con- 
Juer. She had written the day before to inform 
lr. d'Avora, that ſhe ſhould ſet out for London 
dur days after her letter. Accordingly at the time 
pointed, after having agreed with Lady Lamb- 
on, that Sir: Edward mutt be kept ignorant of the 
Jace to which ſhe, was gone, ſhe ſet out with that 
ly, who carried her- in her coach twelve miles of 
e way, and then delivered her to Mr. d'Avora, 
ho was come thither to receive her. Lady Lamb- 
n could not part with her amiable companion with- 
t regret, and expreſſed * true ſenſe of her me- 


rit 


120 Tut: HISTORY ör 


rit in ſuch ſtrong terms to Mr. d' Avora, who could 
not forgive that pride which occaſioned ſo much pain 
both to Louiſa and Sir Edward, that he told her in 
plain terms, how very happy, and how much bo- 
noured any man muſt be, who had her for his wife, 
Perhaps Lady Lambton would have ſubſcribed to 
his opinion, had any one but her grandſon been 
concerned ; but. the point was too tender, and it 
was no ſmall command over herſelf, that prevented 
her giving the good old man a hint that ſhe thought 
him impertinent. | | 

Our travellers arrived in town the next day, af- 
ter a melancholy journey, for even the company 
of a friend ſhe ſo much loved and eſteemed, could 
not reſtore Miſs Mancel's natural vivacity, though 
in compaſſion to the good old man, who ſympa- 
thifed tenderly in her diſtreſs, ſhe endeavoured, to 
the utmoſt of her power, to conceal how very 
deeply ſhe was afflicted. It was ſome little time 
before her ſpirits were ſufficiently compoſed to form 
any ſcheme for her future life, nor were they be- 
nefitted by a letter from Lady Lambton, which 
acquainted her that Sir Edward, at his return, find- 
ing ſhe had left the place, that his grandmother 
had conſented to her departure, and refuſed to tel 
him where ſhe was gone, was for ſome days fran- 
tic with rage and grief, and had juſt then left Lady 
Lambton, with a determination to ſerve as a volun- 
teer in the army in Germany, in hopes, he ſaid, to 
find there a releaſe from his afflictions, which no- 
thing but the hand of death could beftow. 

The old lady was much ſhocked at this event, but 
hoped' a little time would reſtore his reaſon, and 
enable him to bear his diſappointment with pat! 
ence. ' There was room to believe, ſhe ſaid, that 
the reſt of the campaign would paſs over without 


© 2 battle, 
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ca battle, and if ſo the change of ſcene might abate 
© his . paſſion.” 3 

Louiſa's heart was too tenderly engaged to rea- 
ſon ſo philoſophically, ſhe was al diſtracted 
with her fears, and was often inclined to blame her 
own ſcruples, that had driven ſo worthy a man to 
ſuch extremities. All Mr., d'Avora could urge to 
reconcile her to herſelf, and to calm her apprehen- 
| ſions for Sir Edward, were ſcarcely ſufficient to re- 

ſtore her to any eaſe of mind; but at length he 
brought her to ſubmit patiently-to her fate, and to 
fupport her preſent trial with conſtancy. 

They were ſtill undetermined as to her future eſta- 
bliſhment, when Mr. d' Avora one day met an old 
acquaintance and countryman in the ſtreet. As this 
perſon had many years before returned to his native 
country, Mr, 4 Arora inquired what had again 
brought him into England? His friend replied, 
that he was come in quality of Factotum to a wi- 
dow lady of fortune. In the courſe of their con- 
verſation he aſked Mr. d'Avora, if he could recom- 
mend a waiting woman to his lady, her's having 
died on the The character this man gave of 
his miſtreſs inclined Mr. d'Avora to mention the 
place to Miſs Mancel, who readily agreed, that he 
ſhould endeavour to obtain. it for her. 

Mr, d'Avora had engaged the man to call on him 
the next day, by telling him he believed he might 
be able to recommend a moſt valuable young per- 
ſon to his lady. He was punctual to his appont- 
ment, ond conducted Mr. d' Avora and Louiſa to 
my Thornby's, that was the name of the lady in 
queſtion, | 

Miſs Mancel was dreſſed with care, but of a 
very different ſort from what is uſually aimed at; 
all her endeavours had been to conceal her youth 
and beauty as much as 4g under-great gravity 
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of dreſs, and to repreſent her under all the advan- 
tages conſiſtent with neatneſs and cleanlineſs. But 
ſuch art was too thin a veil to hide her charms. Mrs. 
Thornby was immediately ſtruck with her beauty, 
and made ſome ſcruple of taking a young perſon 

into her ſervice, whom ſhe ſhouſa look upon as a 

great charge, and ſhe feared her maid might require 
more attention from her, than ſhe ſhould think 
neceſſary for any ſervant to pay to herſelf. Mr, 
d'Ayora repreſented to her, how cruel it was that 
© beauty, which was looked upon as one of the 
moſt precious gifts of nature, ſhould diſqualify 
a young wang for n a neceſſary provi- 
ſton. That this young perſon's prudence was fo 
irreproachable, as ſufficiently ſecured her from 
any diſadvantages, which might naturally be 
feared from it. But ſtill he allowed, her perſon 
would juſtly deter a married woman from recei- 
ving her, and might make a cautious mother 
avoid it, ſince her good conduct would rather add 
to, than diminiſh her attractions, therefore it was 
only with a ſingle lady ſhe could hope. to be 
lated : and he was well convinced, that ſuch an 
© one would have reaſon to think herſelf happy in 
© fo accompliſhed a ſervant ; fince her mind was 
©« ſtill more amiable than her perſon,” 
Mrs. Thornby allowed what he ſaid to be reaſon- 
able, and was ſo charmed with Louiſa's appearance, 
that ſhe aſſured him ſhe would receive her with 
pleaſure. She was in haſte for a ſeryant, and Mit 
Mancel had no reaſon to delay her attendance, 
therefore it was agreed ſhe ſhould enter into her 
1 2. 

When Lady Lambton took leave of Louiſa, the 
would have ch her to receive a very handſome 
preſent ; Louiſa had accepted many while ſhe lived 
with her ladyſhip, but at this time ſhe ſaid, 1 
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© would look like receiving a diſpenſation for the 
© fols of Sir Edward; and as ſhe choſe to ſacrifice 
© both her inclinations and happineſs to her regard 
for Lady Lambton, ſhe could not be induced to 
© accept any thing that looked like a reward for an 
action, which, if ſhe had not thought it her duty, 
© nothing could have prevailed with her to per- 
© form.” The tendereſt affections of her heart 
were too much concerned in -zhat ſhe had done, 
to leave her the power of feeling any apprehenſions 
of poverty; all the evils that attend it then ap- 
peared to her ſo entirely external, that ſhe beheld 
them with the calm philoſophy of a ſtoic, and not 
from a very contrary motive; the inſenſibility of 
each aroſe from a ruling- paſſion; the ſtoic's from 
pride, her's from love. But though ſhe feared not 
poverty, ſhe ſaw it was adviſable to fix upon ſome 
eſtabliſhment, as ſoon as it could be obtained ; and 
therefore received great ſatisfaction from being aſ- 
ſured of Mrs. Thornby's acceptance of her ſervices, 
Mr. d'Avora was not without hopes, that if Sir 
Edward continued conſtant till- Lady Lambton's 
death, Louiſa might then, without any breach of 
honour or gratitude, marry him; though to have 
engaged herſelf to do ſo, would, as ſhe obſttved, 
have been ſcarcely leſs inexcuſable than an imme- 
diate conſent ; therefore he adviſed her to aſſume an- 
other name, as Sir Edward might not chooſe, after 
ſhe was his wife, to have it | Sid that ſhe had 
been reduced to ſervitude. | 

Louiſa was accordingly received at Mrs. Thorn- 
by's by the name of Menil, Her good ſenſe and 
aſhduity enabled her to acquit herſelf ſo well in her 
new place, as greatly delighted her miſtreſs; and 
though ſhe Minded the greateſt part of her ac- 
compliſhments, ſenſible they could be of no aſſiſt- 
ance, and might on the contrary raiſe a prejudice 
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againſt her; yet her behaviour and converſation fo 

plainly indicated a ſuperior education, that before 
the had been there a week, Mrs. Thornby told her, 

the was certain ſhe had not been born for the ſta- 
tion. ſhe was then in, and begged a particular ac- 
count of her whole life. 

Louiſa, fearing that a compliance would render 
her leſs agreeable to her miſtreſs, who already treat- 
ed her with a reſpect which feemed more than was 
due to her ſituation, and often appeared uneaſy at 
ſeeing her perſorm the neceſſary duties of her place; 
intreated to be ſpared a taſk, which, ſhe ſaid, was 
attended with ſome circumſtances ſo melancholy, 
as greatly affected her ſpirits on a particular oi 
lection. TE 

Mrs. Thornby's curioſity was not abated by this 
inſinuation, and ſhe repeated her requeſt in a man- 
ner ſo importunate, and at the fame time ſo kind, 
that Louiſa could no longer, without manifeſt diſ- 
refpect, decline it. 

She began then by acquainting her, that ſhe 
went by a borrowed name; but had procecded 

no farther in her narration, than to tell her that 
her real name was Mancel, and that ſhe had been 
left to the care of an aunt, in her earlieſt infancy, 
dy parents who were obliged, for reaſons ſhe could 
never learn, to leave their country, when Mrs, 
 Thornby exclaimed, My child! my child! and ſink- 
ing on her knees, with eyes and hands lifted up 
towards heaven, poured forth a moſt ardent thank!- 
giving, with an extacy of mind not to be deſcribed, 
Her el ſenſation was that of gratitude to the Al- 
mighty Power, who had reſerved ſo great a bleſ- 
ling ſor her; maternal tenderneſs alone gave riſe to 
the ſucceeding emotions of her heart; ſhe threw 
her arms round Louiſa, who on ſeeing her fall on 


her knees, and not comprehending the _ 
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of her action, ran to her; but ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment and reverence at the awful piety in her coun- 
tenance and addreſs, bent filent and motionleſs over 
be, Mrs. Thornby, leaning her head on Louiſa's 
** Hur into ſuch a flood of tears, and was 
preſſed with joy, that the power of ſpeech to- 
ally Jae her. Lock raiſed her from the ground, 
; ing, Dear madam, what can all this mean? 
Vhat does this extreme agitation of your mind 
© give me room to hope?” . 
© Every thing, my child! m wy Angel that a fond 
parent can beſtow, replied, Thornby. 
am that mother, that was obliged to leave — 5 
another s care; and has Heaven preſerved m 
daughter, and reſtored her to me ſo lovely, ſo 
© amiable! Gracious Providence! Merciful beyond 
hope! Teach me to thank thee as I ought for this 
aft inſtance, of thy goodneſs! And then her 
whole ſoul; ſeemed again poured forth. in grateful 


adoration. . 


Louiſa could ſcarcely believe this event was real; 
thus unexpectedly to meet with a parent, whom ſhe 
ſuppoſed loſt to her for ever, almoſt ſtunned her; 
her thoughts were ſo engroſſed by the raptures 
of her joyful mother, that ſhe did not feel half her 

good fortune; and the delight ſhe received in ſee- 
e mother's happineſs, robbed her .of every 
r ſenſation. | 

It was fome hours before Mrs. Thornby' s mind 
was ſufficiently - compoſed to enter into any con- 
nected * F rom broken ſentences Miſs 
Mancel learnt, that * her father and mother, by 
* the complicated diſtreſs of a ruined fortune, and 
© the too fatal ſucceſs of a duel, in which Mr. 
* Mancel was unwillingly engaged, had been 

* obliged to abſent themſelves from England. They 

* went to one of the American colonies, in hopes 
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of finding means to improve their circumſtances, 
© leaving the young Louiſa then in her cradle, with 
© a ſiſter of Mr. Mancel's, who readily undertook 
the care of her. They were ſcarcely arrived in 
America, when Mr. Mancel was feized with 3 
© fever, of which he ſoon died, and with him all 
their hopes. Mrs. Mancel was left entirely de- 
* ſtitute, at a loſs how to hazard the tedious pal. 
< ſage home, without the protection of a huſband, 
and with hardly a ſufficient ſum remaining to diſ- 
charge the expences of t. 

Her melanchoty ſrtuation 5 7 ſome of the 
inhabitants of the place to offer her all neceffarf 
© accommodations, till the could find a proper op- 
portunity of returning to our re During this 
time, Mr. Thornby, a gentteman who had ac- 
< quired a fortune there, ſaw her, and was fo well 
« pleaſed with her perſon and conduct, chat he very 
'* warmly ſolicited her to marry Him. Every perſon 
«* ſpoke in his favour, - and urged her to conſent ; her 
poverty was no faint adviſer, and with general 
<« -approbation, at the concluſion of the firſt year of 
© her widowhood, ſhe became his wife. 

© His affairs ſoon called him into a more inland 

part of the country, to which ſhe attributed her 
d never having from her ſiſter, to whom ſhe 
„wrote an account of her huſband's death; but 
by what Miſs Mancel told her ſhe imagined her 
fetter had not been received, *' | 

© Mr. and Mrs. Thornby continued in the ſame 
: — till about two years before her arrival in 
England; but his health growing extremely bad, 
© he was advifed by his 5 icians to return to 
Europe. He wiſhed to re- vifit his native country, 
but was perſuaded, for the re- eſtabliſhment of his 
© conſtitution, to fpend fome time in Italy. * he 
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elimate at firſt ſeemed to relieve him, but his 
complaints returning with greater violence, he 
died in the latter part of the ſecond year of his 
© abode there. . x 

© His eſtate in the Indies he N to a 
© nephew, who lived upon the ſpot; but the money 
che had ſent before him into England, which 
© amounted to about forty thouſand pounds, he left 
to his widow, He had defired to be inttzrred at 
Florence, where he died. As ſoon as the func- 
ral was over, and ſome other neceſſary affairs ſet- 
© tled, Mrs. Thornby ſet out for England, where 
© ſhe no ſooner arrived than ſhe employed intelli- 
© gent perſons to find out her fiſter-in-law and 
daughter, but had not received any account from 
them, when her daughter was reſtored to her as 
the free gift of Providence.” n 
Mrs. Thornby was now more deſirous than ever 
to hear each minute particular that had befallen 
her Louiſa; but Louiſa begged that before ſhe. 
obeyed her orders, ſhe might have permiſſion to 
communicate the happy event to Mr. d'Avora, 
whoſe joy ſhe knew would be nearly equal to her 
own. A meſſenger was diſpatched for this purpoſe, 
and then ſhe related circumſtantially all the inci- 
5 dents in her ſhort life, except her partial regard to 

dir Edward Lambton, which filial awe induced her 

to ſuppreſs. n 
Mrs. Thornby grew every day more delighted 
with her daughter, as her acquired accompliſh- 
; ments, and natural excellencies, became more con- 
' WH Hicuous on longer acquaintance. Her maternal 
ove ſeemed to glow with greater warmth for hav- 
ing been fo long ſtifled, — Louiſa found ſuch de- 
igt in the tender affection of a mother, that ſhe 
vas ſcarcely ſenſible of the agreeable change in the 
der particulars of her ſituation, which was now 
| © 1 LN in 
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in every. circumſtance the moſt deſirable. All that 
fortune could give, ſhe had it in her power to en- 
joy, and that eſteem which money cannot purchaſe, 
her own merit ſecured her, beſides all the gratification 
« young woman can receive from general admira- 
tion. But ſtill Louiſa was not happy, her fears for 
Sir Edward's life, while in ſo dangerous a ſituation, 
would not ſuffer her mind to be at peace. She 
might hope every thing from her mother's indul- 
gence, but had not courage to confeſs her weakneſs, 
nor to intimate a wiſh, which might occaſion her ſe- 
paration from a parent, whoſe joy in their re-union 
ſtill roſe to rapture. Chance, that deity, which 
though blind, is often a powerful friend, did what 
the could not prevail on herſelf to do. 

One morning the news-paper of the day being 
brought in, Mrs. Thornby taking it up, read to 
her daughter a paragraph, which contained an ac- 
count of a battle in Germany, wherein many of the 
Engliſh were ſaid to be ſlain, but few of their names 
ſpecified. Louiſa immediately turned pale, her 
work dropped out of her hand, and an univerſal 
trembling ſeized he. Mrs. Thornby was too at- 
tentive not to obſerve her daughter's diſtreſs, and 
ſo kindly inquired the reaſon, that Louiſa ventured 
to tell her for whom ſhe was ſo. much interreſted; 
and gade an exact account of Sir Edward's addreſs 
to her, her behaviour upon it, and the great regard 
ſhe had for him. A N 

Mrs. Thornby affectionately chid her for having 
till then concealed a circumſtance whereon ſo much 
of her happineſs depended, and offered to write to 
Lady Lambton immediately, and acquaint her, that 
if want of fortune was her only objection to Mils 
Mancel, it no longer ſubſiſted, for that ſhe was 
ready to anſwer any demands of that fort, which 
her ladyſnip ſhould chooſe to make, as ſhe _ 
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ſhe ſhould no way fo well ſecure her daughter's. hap- 
pineſs, as by uniting her with a gentleman of Sir 
Edward's amiable character, and whoſe affection for 


5 her had ſo evidently appeared. : | 
fs Louiſa could not reject an offer which might re- 
„ cue Sir Edward from the danger that threatened 
„ lim, and with pleaſure thought of rewarding fo 


generous and ſo ſincere a paſſion, Perhaps ſhe 
. found Tome gratification, in ſhewing that gratitude 
alone dictated her refuſal, The letter was imme- 
diately e and received with great pleaſure 
by Lady Lambton, whoſe eſteem for Miſs Mancel 
» WH would have conquered any thing but her pride. 
She accepted the propoſal in the politeſt manner, 
and that Sir Edward might be acquainted with his 
happineſs, as ſoon as poſhble, diſpatched her ſtew-. 
a into Germany, ordered him to travel with the 
utmoſt expedition, and gave him Mrs. Thornby's 
letter, with one from herſelf, containing an account 


1 

2 of the great change in Louiſa's fortune. 
er The ſervant obeyed the directions given him, and 
1] performed the journey in as ſhort a time as poſſible; 
t. but as he entered the camp, he met Sir Edward in- 


4 (Led, but not as a future bridegroom. - He was 
4 WH borne on men's ſhoulders, pale and almoſt breath - , 
|; leſs, juſt returned from an attack, where, by his too 
5 great raſhneſs, he had received a mortal wound. 
4 le followed him with an aching heart to his tent, 
where Sir Edward recovering his ſenſes, knew him, 
and aſced, What brought him there ſoopportunely, 
to cloſe his eyes, and pay the laſt duties, to one of 
| whoſe infancy he had been ſo careful?“ for this, 
want lived in the family when Sir Edward was 
born, and loved him almoſt with paternal fondneſs,, 
Which occaſioned his deſire of being himſelf this, 
meſſenger of ſuch joyful news. Es | 
| 1 G 6 The, 
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The poor man was ſcarcely able to anſwer 2 
queſtion expreſſed in ſuch melancholy terms, and 

was doubtful whether he ought to acquaint him with 

a circumſtance, which might only increaſe his regret 

at loſing a life, which would have been bleſſed to his 

utmoſt wiſh ; but incapable in that ſtate of mind of in- 
venting any plauſible reaſon, he told him the truth, and 
gave him the two letters. | 

The pleaſure Sir Edward received at the account 
of Louita's good fortune, and the till. greater joy 
he felt at ſo evident a proof of her regard for him, 
made him for a time forget his pains, and flat- 
tered the . old ſteward with hopes, that his caſe 
was not fo deſperate as the ſurgeons repreſented it; 
but Sir Edward told him, he knew all hope was 

« yain, I muſt accuſe myſelf, ſaid he, of long 

that lovely tous woman; what a treaſure 

would have bleſſed my future days, had I not 
raſhly, I fear criminally, ſhortened them, not by 
my own hand indeed, but how little different ! 

with deſpair, 1 have ſought all means of ob- 
taining, what I 1 the only cure for my 
diſtempered mind. eary of life, ſince I could 
not poſſeſs her, in whom all my joys, all the 
wiſhes of my foul were centered, I ſeized wy 
occaſion of expoſing myſelf to the enemy's ſword. 
hm wap to my hopes, I eſcaped many times, 
when death feemed unavoidable ; but grown more 
deſperate by diſappointment, I this morning went 
on an attack, whete, inſtead of attempting to con- 
quer, all my endeavour was to be killed, and at 
laſt I ſucceeded, how fatally ! Oh! my Louiſa, 
continued. he, and do I then loſe thee by my own 
impatience ! Had I, like thee, ſubmitted to the 
diſpoſition of Providence, had I waited, from its 
mighty power, that relief which it alone cal 

give, j might now be expecting with * 
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© hour that ſhould Have united us for ever, inſtead 
© of preparing for that which ſhall ſummon me to 
© the grave, where even thou ſhalt be forgotten, 
© and the laſt traces of thy lovely image effaced 
from my too faithful remembragce. How juſt 
© are the decrees of the Almighty ! Thy patience, 
thy reſignation, and uncommon virtues, are re- 
© warded as they ought; my petulance, my impa- 
© patience, which, as it were, flew in the face of 
Maker, and ſought to loſe a life which he had in- 
© truſted to my keeping, and required me to pre- 
© ſerve, is deſervedly puniſhed. I am deprived of 
© that exiſtence; which I would now endure whole 
© ages of pain to recal, were it to be done, but it 
is paſt, and I ſubmit to thy juſtice, thou all- wiſe 
Diſpoſer of my fate. 5 

The agitation of Sir Edward's mind had given 
him a flo V of falſe ſpirits, but at n they failed, 
leaving him only the more exhauſted. He kept 
Mrs. Thornby's letter on his pillow, and read it 


many times. Frequent were his expreſſions of re- 


et for his own taſhneſs, and he felt much concern 
rom the fear that Louifa ſhould be ſhocked with 
his death. Her mother's proceedings convinced 


him ſhe was not void of re for him; he now 


law that he had not vainly flattered himſelf, when 
he imagined, from many little circumſtances, that 
her heart ſpoke in his favour; and the force ſhe 
muſt have put on her affections, raiſed his opinion 
of her almoſt to adoration, He often told his faith- 
ful attendant, that in thoſe moments he felt a joy 


deyond what he had ever yet experienced, in believ- 


ing Louiſa loved him; but theſe emotions were 


ſoon! checked by reflecting, that if ſhe did fo, the 


could not hear of his death without ſuffering many 
heart-felt pangs. fl 
, 8 
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i He lingered for three days, without the leaſt en. 
couragement to hope for life, and on the laſt died 
with great 9 receiving his death as ; 
puniſhment juſtly due to his want of ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will, and that froward petulance which 
drove him to deſperation, in not ſucceeding to hi 
wiſhes, juſt at the time, that to his impetuous 
paſſions, and ſhort-ſighted reafon, appeared mc 
deſirable. | 
The afflicted, fteward wrote an account of this 
melancholy event to Lady Lambton, and ſtaid to 
attend Sir Edward's body home, that his laſt re- 
mains might be depoſited in the family vault. 
Lady Lambton received | theſe mournful tidings 
with exceſſive grief, and communicated them to 
Mrs. Thornby. Louiſa, from the time of the meſ. 
ſenger's ſetting out for Germany, had been pleaſin; 
herſelf with reflecting on the joyful reception he 
would meet with from Sir Edward, and had fre- 
quently. anticipated, in imagination, the pleaſures 
ſhe and Sir Edward would receive at ſeeing each 
other, after ſo melancholy a ſeparation. She now 
every hour expected him, and when Mrs. Thornby 
began to prepare her againſt ſurprize, ſhe imagined 
he was arrived, and that her kind mother was en- 
deayouring to guard her againſt too ſudden a joy. 
She attempted to break through the delay, which 
muſt ariſe from all this caution, by begging to know 
if he was in the houſe, deſiring her nat to fear any 
ill effects from his ſudden a nce, and roſe from 
her ſeat, in order to —— her mother to Sir Ed- 
ward. Mrs. Thornby made her- fit down again, 
and with a countenance which ſpoke very different 
things from what ſhe expected, acquainted her with 
the fatal end of all her hopes. K | 
Louiſa was ſhocked in proportion. to the degree 
to which ſhe was before elated. She ſunk lifciels 
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in the arms of her mother, who had claſped her 
to her breaſt, and it was a conſiderable time before 
their cruel endeavours to bring her to her ſenſ 

ſucceeded. Her firſt ſenſation was an agony of 
rief; ſhe accuſed herſelf of being the occaſion of 
IN Edward's death, and from the unfortunate con- 
ſequences of her actions, arraigned her motives for 
them. Mrs. Thornby and Mr. d'Avora, whom the 
former had ſent for on this occaſion, endeavoured 
to convince her, ſhe was no way to blame, that 
what ſhe had done was laudable, and ſhe ought not 
to judge of an action by its conſequences, which 
muſt always remain in the hands of the Almighty, to 
whom we are accountable for our motives, but who 
beſt knows when they ought to be crowned with 
ſueceſs. When they prevailed with her to ex- 
culpate herſelf, her piety and patience made it the 
more eaſy to perſuade her calmly to ſubmit to the 
decrees of Providence. She ſoon ſaw, that to ſuffer 
was her duty, and though ſhe might grieve, ſhe 
muſt not repine. The good advice of her two 
friends was ſome ſupport to her mind, but her chief 
ſtrength aroſe from her frequent petitions to him 
who tricd her in ſufferings, to grant her patience 
to bear them with due reſignation. Such addreſſes, 
fervently and ſincerely made, can never be una- 
vailing, and ſhe found the conſolation ſhe aſked for. 


Her affliction was deep, but filent and ſubmiſſive, 


and in no part of her life did ſhe ever appear more 
amiable than on ns trying occaſion, when her ex- 
treme ſenſibility could never extort one word or 
ry. og which was not dictated by humble piety, 
and the moſt exemplary reſignation. That Sir Ed- 
ward had had ſo juſt a ſenf⸗ of his own error, and 
ſo properly repented his impatience, was a great con- 
ſolation, and ſhe hoped to mect him whom ſhe _ 
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ſo ſoon loſt, in a ſtate of happineſs, where they 
ſhould never more be parted. 
rs. Morgan had borne a tender ſhare in all 
Louifa's joys and ſorrows; for in the frequency of 
her correſpondence, eyery circumſtance that attend- 
ed the latter was faithfully im arted, though the 
communication was leſs free on Mes. Mor an's fide, 
who, contrary to, her natural temper, added with re- 
ſerve in this particular; induced by a double mo- 
tive, a belief that it was her duty to conceal her 
huſband's faults, and a deſire to 0 her friend the 
| Is of ſuffering a participation in her vexations, 
dhe longed to attend Miſs Mancel in her affliction, 
but dared not urge a requeſt with which ſhe knew 
Mr. Morgan would not comply. He lived intirely 
in the country, and ſeemed to be totally inſenſible 
to the pleaſure of contributing to the happineſs of 
others. All his tenderneſs was confined within the 
narrow circle of himſelf, Mrs. Morgan daily be- 
held diſtreſs and poverty without the power of re- 
lieving it, for his parſimony would not let him 
truſt . her with the diſpoſal even of what money was 
 neeeffary for her own expences, his ſiſter always 
1 they in their wiſdoms judged requiſite, 
and Mrs. Morgan was treated in thoſe affairs like a 
e 
In matters too trifling to come within Mr. Mor- 
gan's notice, Mrs. Suſanna, fearing her ſiſter ſnould 
_ enjoy. a moment's eaſe, took care to perform her 
part in teazing, as if their joint buſineſs was only 
to keep that poor woman in a conſtant ſtate of ſut- 
fering. To compleat her vexation, Mr. Megan, 
who had always drank hard, increaſed ſo much in 
that vice, that few days paſſed wherein he was not 
totally intoxicated. Mrs. Morgan ſaw no means of 
redreſs, and therefore thought it beſt to ſuffer ver 
ou 
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out comp aint; the conſidered, - that, 17 content - 
tion, ſhe. could. not preyail over their ill temper, 
but muſt inf; ibly four on, and deſtroy that 
eompolyre mind, neceſſary to enable every * 
to agguit fel well in all Chriſtian duties. 
nl tient acquieſcence her virtues. were 

ugh = health ſuffered, and ſhe found ſome fa- 
, that "he whom ſhe moſt wiſhed 
g | fg, wo! aciouſly accept her. endeavours, 
however . ing; * vc might. be, towards obtain- 
ing the = of thoſe on wham. her nh PEE 


15 . e Nr Mappe La a 
of Mrs. Maynard narration 
were intertupted by dinner, but the arrival 
of vi 8 f e ren er is rded Lamont 
and opportunity of er to 4 
14 1 65 R 8 


= 


"The 155 Er years &f Mis Mancet's lik paſſed 
in a perfect, calm; this may appear too cold an ex- 


moſt le: haye thought conſummate hap- 
8 ineſs, . \ oy 11 


them to. live in E ure, and Mi, Mancel's 


we * mee ba ve . acquired mapy 
bvers,; it is ch as ſhe was, that 
ſhe ſhould be l by may men.of diſtin 2 
ed E. 2 fortune. erever 2 

es, and engroſſed the whole 3 
bon. i. l . Nbömby, more delighted with the ad- 


miration paid her da than ſhe herſelf, carried 
let frequently. into public, and kept a 75 great deal of 
company, 1 


ouila could. not be..inſenſble_ $0. the 
general 
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her temper, leſt it * we: riſe to any hope 
: I 
deavoured to make publickly known her fixed de- 


intention, and therefore would nat deſiſt without an 


—— 
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genera] approbation, but was hurt with the ſeriou, 
attachment of thoſe who more particularly addreſi i; her ob 
her. As the was determined never to Worry; think. 
ing it a ſort of infidelity to a man, whoſe death u 
owing to his affection for her, ſhe always took the 


firſt opportunity of diſcouraging every purſuit of 
that kind; and reftrained the Ne vivacity of 


which could end only in diſappointment. She en- 


ancholy r 
This alter 
or { 
ot alway? 


ours. 
While 


termination never to marry ;z but as thoſe reſolution; 
are ſeldom thought unalterable, _— men flatter- 
ed themſelves, that their rank and fortunes, with 


their perſonal merits, might conquer fo ſtrange an 


expreſs refufſal. | reeable 
In the ſeventh year after Mrs. Thornbys r- ralytic 4 
turn into England, ſhe was taken off by a fever, Nut in a 
and left Mifs Mancel, at twenty-four of age, i: almoſt 
in poſſeſſion of forty thouſand po 2 fortune Norally cor 
Which could not afford her any confolation for the Wſk:y one b 
Toſs of fo tender a parent, Having nothing to t- Meine no1 
tach her to any particular part of the kingdom, ſhe ih: was er 
more than ever longed to ſettle in Mrs. Morgan's nd he v 
neighbourhood, but feared to occaſion ſome new en in t 
uneaſineſs to her friend, and was ſenſible, that ih WW? the ap 
when vicinity favoured them, they ſhould be de- Wfented, b 
nied the pleaſure of each others company, or very Bhrould fa 
much reſtrained in it, the mortification would be Whrords to 
ſtill greater than when diſtance would not permit Beech) jt 
them, to meet. She had the ſatisfaction of ber- When 
ing from her friend, that Mr. Morgan ſeemed to BWtution, | 
eſteem her more than for ſome years after their Wor her f 
marriage, and often gave her reaſon to think be Biiruing 2 
did not deſpiſe Her underſtanding, and was wel e her, a. 
pleaſed with her conduct. The truth was, tho 5 k 
ad tnete 


gentleman's eyes were at laſt opened to the merit 


Cl 
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zou his wife's behaviour; the long trial he had made 
e her obedience, which was implicit, and per- 
ink- med with apparent chearfulneſs, if compared 
uin bis ſiſter's conduct, could not fail of appearing 


an amiable light, when he was no longer beſet 
ith the malicious infinuations of Suſanna, who 
u beſtowed herſelf on a young enſign, whoſe 
mall hopes of preferment in the army reduced 
im to accept that lady and her fortune as a me- 
pncholy reſource, but his only certain proviſion. 
Chis alteration in Mr. Morgan's temper gave Mrs. 
organ and Louiſa room to hope that he might 
ot always continue averſe to their becoming neigh- 
ours. ” 
While they were flattering themſelves with this 
ble proſpect, r was ſeized with a 


. ahtic diſorder, which at firſt attacked his limbs, 
Ver, it in a very ſhort time affected his head fo much, 
55 almoſt to deprive him of his ſenſes. He was 
une 


tally confined to his bed, and ſeemed not to know 
ny one but his wife. He would take neither me- 
cine nor nouriſhment except from her hands; as 
e was entirely lame, ſhe was obliged to feed him, 
nd he was not eaſy if ſhe was out of the room. 
Lien in the night he would frequently call to her; 
{ ſhe appeared at his bed-fide, he was then con- 
ented, being ſure ſhe was in the chamber, but 


rould fall into violent paſſions, which he had not 
be yords to expreſs, (for he was almoſt deprived of his 
” Ipeech) if ſhe did not inſtantly appear. 


When Miſs Mancel heard of his deplorable ſi- 
uation, ſhe was under the greateſt apprehenſions 
jor her friend's health, from ſo cloſe and fo fa- 
guing an attendance, and begged ſhe might come 
0 ber, as he was then incapable of taking umbrage 
it it. Ihe offer was too agreeable to be rejected, 
"nd theſe ladies met, after fo long an enforced ſe- 

| | paration, 
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After Mrs. Morgan had ſettled all her affairs, it 
s judged neceſſary, that, for the recovery of her 
alth, the ſhould. 3 80 to Tunbridge, to which place 
tk Mancel accompanied her. As Mrs, Morgan's 
b confined her entirely at home, they were not 
he way of making many acquaintance z but Lady 
uy Jones. bein the houſe, and having long 
0 8 to "Fig Mandel, though no intimac 
12 between them, they now became mack 
meted, The two friends had agreed to retire 
tc the country, and though both of an age and 


rune to enjoy all the pleaſures which moſt pe 
eagerly purſue, the 1 0 were defirous of. fixi 2 A 
Y of life where all their ſatisfactions mig 
E ig as conducive. to eternal * to tempo 
They laid the plan of many things 5 
70 ſince put. into execution, eee 
b. dAvora to live with them, both as a vaſuable 
Ba an oſcful. afiitant in the management of 
lad Mary was at that time 6 much in the fame 
con, Wa ſo charmed with ſuch. part of their 
fe wid them er half you by which ce hey 
Ive 3 which time the 
e able to ſee wee 1 her — 
| there, and ſhe Wo haye experienced 
1 their 1 way of life was agreeable to her. 
lary's merit Was too apparent not to obtain their 
on wr to 1 * 5 I when they had the, 
Whation of How Mapp mech. rx much. recovered 
| E. waters, — farther was expected, » they, 
to this houſe. 
The found i it ſufficiently furniſhed, 71 in | fuck 
order, that they led in it without trouble. 
condition of — poor ſoon drew their atten- 
in, and the inſtituted ſchools for the young, and 
houſes for the old, As they or every 
1 ing 
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thing in their own family with great œnonomy, 
thought themſelves entitled only to a part of th 
fortunes, their large incomes allowed them | 
power to aſſiſt many, whoſe ſituations differed ye 
eſſentially from theirs. The next expence they u 
dertook, after the eſtabliſhment of ſchools and alng 
houſes, was that of furniſhing a houſe for ey 
young couple that married in their neighbourhoot 
and providing them with ſome ſort of ſtock, whic 
by induſtry would prove very conducive towan 
their living in a comfortable degree of plenty. The 
have always paid nurſes for the ſick, ſent them ey 
proper ment, and allow the ſame ſum week! 
which the fick perſon could have gained, that t 
reſt of the family may not loſe any part of their ſu 
port by the b of one. 
When they their fortunes would till ; 
ford a larger communication, they began to receiy 
the daughters of perfons in office, or other life-in 
comes, who, by the death of their parents, wer 
left deſtitute of proviſion ; and when, among th 
lower fort, they meet with an uncommon genius 
they will admit her among the number. The gir 
you ſee fit in the room with us are all they have 
preſent in that way; they are educated in ſuch 
manner as will render them acceptable, where ac 
compliſhed women of an humble rank and beha 
viour are wanted, either for the care of a houſe 0 
children. Theſe girls are never out of the roo 
with us, except at breakfaſt and dinner, and afte 
Eight-o'clock” in the evening, at which times the) 
are under the immediate care of the houſe-keepe! 
with whom they are allowed to walk out for an ho! 
or two every fine day; leſt their being always 1 
our company ſhould make them think their ſitus 
tion above a menial ſtate ;. they attend us while ws 


are dreſſing, and we endeavour that the time the) 
- ary 
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thus employed ſhall not paſs without improve 
ent. They are clad coarſe and plain for the ſame 
non, as nothing has a ſtronger influence on vanity 
un dreſs. . | INES, EY. 

Each of us takes our week alternately of more 
ticular inſpection oyer the performances of theſe 
is, and they all read by turns aloud to ſuch of 
as are employed about any thing that renders it 
t inconvenient to liſten to them. By this ſort of 
lucation my friends hope to do extenſive good, by 
vt only ſerving theſe poor orphans, but conferring 
| great benefit on all who ſhall be committed to 
heir care, or have occaſion for their ſervice; and 
ne can ſet no bounds to the advantages that may 
riſe from perſons. of excellent principles, and en- 
wed underſtandings, in the ſituations wherein 
hey are to be BE” In every thing their view is 
e as beneficial to ſociety as poſſible, and they 
re ſuch œcbnomiſts even in their charities, as to 
ler them in a manner, that as large a part of man- 
Unc 4 poſſible ſhould feel the happy influence of 
heir bounty. | 7 
In this A and in this way of life the three 
es already mentioned have lived upwards: os 
nty years; for Lady Mary Jones joined her ſor- 
Ine to thoſe of the two friends, never ehooſing to 
uit them, and is too ble not to be very de- 
ble in the ſociety. Miſs Mancel has often de- 
ned, that ſhe plainly ſees the merciful hand of 
Frovidence, bringing good out of evil, in an event, 
ch the, at the time it happened, thought her 
pateſt misfortune; for bad ſhe married Sir Eds 
7 id Lambton, her ſincere affection for him would. 
e led her to conform implicity to all his incli- 
tons, her views would have been confined to this 
and, and tog ſtrongly attached to human objects, 
Y ave properly obeyed the giver of the iy -< 


. * I 


boa, received but juſt ſufficient out of his eſtate t 
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ſhe ſo much valued, who is generally leſs though 
of, in proportion as he is more particularly boun 
tiful, Her age, her fortune, and compliant tem 
per, might have ſeduced her into diffipation, an 
have made her loſe all the heart-felt joys ſhe non 
daily. experiences, both when ſhe reflects on the 
paſt, contemplates - the - preſent, or - anticipates the 
I think L-ought to mention Mrs. Morgan's be 
haviour to her half ſiſters. Sir Charles died about 
fwe years ago, and through his wife's extravagance 
leſt . his eſtate over- charged with debts, and tut 
daughters and a ſon unprovided for; Lady Mel 
vyn's jointure was not great; Sir George, her eldell 


pretty, g. 
white r. 


maintain himſelf. genteelly. By the - firſt Lady Me! 

's marriage-ſettlements, ſix thouſand pound: 
were ſettled on = children, which, as Mrs. More 
was her only child, became her property; this ſhe 
divided between ber mother-in-law's_ three young: 
children, and has beſides conferred ſeveral favours on 
that family, and frequently makes them valuable 
preſents. The young gentlemen and ladies often 
paſs” ſome time here; Lady Melvyn made us a vilt 
in the yt we of her widowhood, but our wa) 
of life is ſo ill-ſuited- to her taſte, that, except during 


that dull period of confinement, ſhe has never fayoured 
us with her company. 


in was going to mention 
other of - theſe actions of © —_ whic 
en the reſt 0 


The / afternoons, in this family, generally con- 
cluded with one of their delightful concerts; but 
2 ſoon as the viſitors were departed, the ladies 
ſaid they would amuſe us that evening with an en- 
| LY TORY e H2TIGO een 
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vrtzinment, which might poſſibly be more new to 
s, z ruſtic ball. The occaſion 4 1 was the mar- 
riage of a young woman, who had been brought 
ay ray and had for three years been in ſervice, 
hut having for that whole time been courted by a 

farmer of good character, ſhe had been mar- 
ned in the morning, and that evening was dedicated 
to the celebration of their wedding. 

We removed into the ſervants hall, a neat room; 
and well light, where we found a very numerous 
ifembly; ſixteen couple were preparing to dance; 
the reſt were only ſpectators. The bride was a 
pretty. genteel girl, dreſſed in a white callico gown, 
white ribbons, and in every particular neat to am 
exceſs, The bridegroom was a well-looking young 
pan, as clean ſprucely dreſſed as his bride, 

h not with ſuch emblematic purity. Fhbis 

e, contrary to the cuſtom of finer people on 
kuch occaſions, were to begin the ball together; 
but Lamont aſked. leave to be the bride's partner 
far two or three dances, a compliment nat diſa- 
heenble to the ladies, and highly ta the 
ret of the company, except bride, whoſe .va- 
tity one might plainly ſee did not ſind gratification 
wough in having ſo genteel a partner, to recom- 
jenſe- her for. the loſs of her Colin, who, however, 
1 with the honour conferred on 
IS Wite. 0 

That the bride might not be without his 
hire of civility, the ladies gave him leaye to dance 
vith the eldeſt of the young girls more particu - 
kl under their care, till his wife was reſtored to 


We fat above an hour with this joyous company, 
woe mirth ſeemy as pure as it was ſincere, and 
| neyer ſaw a ed with greater decorum. 
There is a_coquettry. 5 gallantry * 
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all conditions; and to ſee the different manner in 
which it was expreſſed in this little ſet, from what 
one is accuſtomed to behold in higher life, afford- 
ed me great amuſement; and the little arts uſed 
among theſe young people to captivate each other, 
were accompanied with ſo much innocence, as 
made it exceſſively pleaſing. We ſtaid about an 
hour and a half with. them, and then went to ſup- 
Per. nin HOWS» ah $258 OS 
My couſin told me that Mrs. Mancel gave the 
young bride a fortune, and that ſhe miglit have her 
ſhare of employment, and contribute to the pro- 
viſion of her family, had ſtocked her dairy, and 
furniſhed her with poultry. This, Mrs. Maynard 
added, was what hay did for all the young wo- 
men they brought up, if they proved deſerving; 
ſhewing,. likewiſe, the ſame favour to ns other 
2 in the pariſh, who, during their ſingle ſtate, 
ehaved with remarkable induſtry and ſobriety. By 


this mark of diſtinction they were incited to a pro- 


per behaviour, and appeared more anxious for this 
benevolence, on account of the honour that aroſe 
from it, than from the pecuniary advantage. 
As the conduct of the ladies in this particular wa 
uncommon, I could not forbear telling them, that 
I was ſurpriſed to find ſo great encouragement 
© given to matrimony by perſons, whoſe choice 
© ſhewed them little inclined in its favour,” 
Does it ſurpriſe you, anſwered Mrs. Morgan 
filing, to ſee people promote that in other, 
< which' they themſelves do not chooſe to praQtiſe ! 
| © We conſider matrimony as abſolutely neceſſary to 
the good of ſociety; it is a general duty; but 35, 
according to all antient tenures, thoſe obliged to 
< perform knight's ſervice, might, if they choſe 
© to enjoy their own fire-ſides, be excuſed, b/ 
< ſending deputies to ſupply their places; * 
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c uſing the ſame privilege, ſubſtitute many others, 
« and certainly much more promote wedlock, than 
© we could do by entering into it ourſelves. This 
© may wear the appearance of ſome deyout perſons 
© of a certain religion, who, equally indolent and 
« timorous, when they do not chooſe to ſay ſo many 
© prayers as they think their duty, pay others for 
© ſupplying their deficiencies” . _ 
6 in this caſe, ſaid I, your example is ſomewhat 
© contradictory, and ſhould it be entirely followed, 
© it would confine matrimony to the lower rank of 


people, among whom it ſeems going out of fa- 


© ſhion, as well as with their ſuperiors; nor indeed 
© can we wonder at it, for diſſipation and extrava- 
* gance are now become ſuch univerſal vices, that 
it requires great courage in any to enter into an 
indiſſoluble ſociety. Inſtead of being ſurpriſed 
© at. the common diſinclination to marriage, I am 
rather diſpoſed to wonder when I ſee a man ven- 
ture to render himſelf liable to the expences of a 
woman, who laviſhes both her time and money 
© on every faſhionable folly ; and ſtill more, when 
one of your ſex ſubjects herſelf to be reduced to 
poverty by a huſband's love for gaming, and to 
© negle& by his inconſtancy.” | ah, 
þ ' am of your opinion, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, 
* to face. the enemy's cannon appears, to me a leſs 


© effort of courage, than to put our happineſs into 


* the hands of a perſon, who perhaps will not once 
reflect on the importance of the truſt committed 
* to his or her care. For the caſe is pretty equal 
* as to both ſexes, each can deſtroy. the other's 


peace. Ours ſeems to have found out the means 


* of being, on an equality with yours. Few for- 
* tunes are. ſufficient to ſtand a double expence. 


. * The, huſband muſt attend the gaming-table and 


horſe-aces; the wife muſt have a profuſion of 
ids H 2 ' © ornaments 
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ornaments for her perſon, and cards for her en- 
tertainment. The care of the eſtate and family 
are left in the hands of ſervants, who, in imita- 
tion of their maſters and miſtreſſes, will have 
their pleaſures, and theſe muſt be ſupplied out of 
the fortunes of thoſe they ſerve. Man and wife 
are often nothing better than aſſiſtants in each 
others ruin; domeſtic virtues are exploded, and 
| ſocial happineſs deſpiſed, as dull and inſipid. 
The example of the = infects the whole 
community. The honeſt tradeſman, who wiſhes 
for a wife to aſſiſt him in his buſineſs, and to 
take care of his family, dares not marry, when 
every woman of his own rank, emulating her ſu- 
periors, runs into ſuch faſhions of refs, as re- 
quires great part of his gains to ſupply, and the 
income which would have been thought ſuffi- 
cient ſome years ago for the wife of a gentleman 
of large eſtate, will now ſcarcely ſerve to enable 
a tradeſman's wife to appear like her neigh- 
bours. They too muſt have their evening par- 
ties, they muſt attend the places of public di- 
verſion, and muſt be allowed perpetual diſſipation 
without controul. The poor man ſighs after the 
days when his father married; then cleanlineſs 
was a woman's chief perſonal ornament, half the 
quantity of ſilk, ſufficed for her cloaths, variety 
of trumpery ornaments were-not thought of, her 
huſband's buſineſs employed her attention, and 
her children were the objects of her care. When 
he came home, weariel -with the 1 of 
© the day, he found her ready to receive him, and 
was not afraid of being told ſhe was gone to the 
play or opera, or of finding her engaged in 4 
© party at cards, while he was reduced to ſpend 
6 his evening alone. But, in a world fo chan- 
s ged, a man dares not venture on marriage, Which 
| | ; 6 pronules 


gc a SS 0 WB 3D &k 


G@ DEAD SS ö SSP A aDSaa ice Ta A 


Miſs ManceL and Mrs. Moncaxv. 147 
„ « promiſes him no confort, and may occahon his 


y ruin; nor wiſhes for children, whoſe mother's ne- 
ü glect may expoſe them to deſtruction. 
e 11 to blame the lower ſort of peo- 


f « ple for imitating their ſuperiors; bat it is equally 
fe « the fault of every ſtation, and therefore thoſe. of 
h © higher rank ſhould conſider it is their duty to ſet 
id © no examples that may hurt others. A degtee of 

© ſubordination is always acquieſced in, but while 
le © the nobleman lives like a prince, the gentleman 


es will riſe to the proper expences of a nobleman, 
0 and the tradeſman take that vacant rank which 
n the gentleman has quitted ; nor will he be aſhamed 
1 of becoming a bankrupt, when he ſees the. for- 
e- tunes of his ſuperiors mouldering away, and knows 
ie (them to be oppreſſed with debts. hatever right 
3 people may have to make free with their own 


in ' kappineſs, a beneficial example is a duty which 
© they indiſpenfibly owe to ſociety, ant the profuſt 
© have the extravagance of their inferiors to anſwer 
' for; The ſame may be ſaid for thoſe who con- 
tribute to the diffipation of others, by bong . 
ſipated them ſelves. 
he J But, Madam, interrupted Lamont, do you 
ſs think it incumbent on people of faſhion to relin- 
de © quiſh their pleafures, left their example ſhould lead 
ty others eo neglect their buſineſs ?? 
er * I ftoutd certainly, replied Mrs. Trentham, 
nd "anſwer you in the affirmative, were the caſe as 
en " you put it, bat much more ſo in the light I ſee 
of it. Every ſtation has its duties, thoſe of the 
3 are more various than thoſe of their inſe- 
are not fo confined to ceconomical 
5 nor ought they to be totally without 
0 them ; but their — extenſive influence, their 
' greater Jeifure to ſerve their Creator with all the 
Powers bf theiy mtinds, conſtitute many duties on 
H 3 their 
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* their part, to which diſſipation is as great an e- 
nemy, as it can be to thoſe more entirely domeſ- 
tic; therefore on each ſide there is an equal neg- 
lect; and why ſhould we expect that ſuch as we 
imagine have fewer advan of education, 
ſhould be more capable of reſiſting temptations, 
and dedicating themſelves ſolely to the perform- 
ance of their duties, than — whoſe minds 
are more improved ?” | 
* I cannot deny, anſwered Lamont, but what 
you fay is juſt, yet I fear you have uttered truths 
that muſt continue entirely ſpeculative ; though, 
if any people have a ri be to turn reformers, 
you [adjes are beſt qualified, ſince you begin by 
reforming yourſelves; you practiſe more than you 
preach, and therefore muſt always be liſtened to 
with attention. 0 | 

© We do not ſet up for reformers, ſaid Mrs. 
. * Mncel, we with to regulate ourſelves by the 
laws laid down to us, and, as far as our influence 
can extend, endeavour to inforce-them ; beyond 
that ſmall circle all is foreign to us; we have 
ſuficient employment in improving ourſelves; to 
mend the world requires much abler hands.' 
© When you talk of laws, Madam, by which 
you would regulate your actions, ſaid Lamont, 
« you raiſe a juſt alarm; as for matter of opinion, 
« every one may demand an equal power, but laws 
« ſcem to require ' obedience ; pray, from whence 
do you take thoſe which you with to make your 
rule of life?” —_ N | 

From whence, . anſwered Mrs. Mancel, ſhould 
a Chriſtian take them, from the Alcoran, . think 
you, or from the wiſer Confucius, or would you 
ſeek in Coke on Littleton, that you may eſcape 
the iron hand of the legiſlative power? No, ſure- 
ly, the Chriſtian's Jaw is written in the _—_ 
3 | ere, 


1 


1 
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« there, independant of the political regulations of 
particular communities, is to be found the law 
« of the Supreme Legiſlator. There, indeed, is 
© contained» the true and invariable law of nati- 
ons; and, according to our performance of it, we 
+ ſhall be tried by a Judge, whoſe wiſdom and im- 
« partiality ſecure him from error, and whoſe power 
© js able to execute his own: decrees. This is the 
«© law I meant, and whoever obeys it, can never 
t « offend eſſentially againſt the private ordinances 
$ « of any community. This all to whom it has 
been declared are bound to obey, my confent to 
© receive it for the rule of my actions is not ma- 
y terial; for as, whoever lives in England muſt ſub- 
u ' mit to the laws of the country, though he may 
0 be ignorant of many of the particulars of them; 
' ſo whoever lives in a Chriſtian land is obliged to 
{ obey the laws of the Goſpel, or to ſuffer for in- 


| 
e fringing them; in both caſes, therefore, it is 
2 — for every man to acquaint himſelf thorough- 
l i ly with theſe ordinances, which he cannot break 
2 with impunity.” | Mot a 

0 lf ſuch obedience be neceſſary, ſaid Lamont, 


* what do you imagine will be the fate of moſt of 
' the inhabitants of Chriſtendom ;. for you will al- 
low, that they do not regulate. their conduct by 
. ſuch ſevere commands ?? 
What will be their fate, replied Mrs. Mancel, 
do not pretend even to ſuppoſe, my buſineſs is 
; to take care of my own. . The laws againſt rob- 
* bery are not rendered either leſs juſt, or leſs bind- 
| ing, by the numbers that daily ſteal, or demand 
your purſe on the/highway. Laws are not abro- 
gated by being infringed, nor does the diſobe- 
* dience of others make the obſervance of them leſs 
my duty. I am required to anfwer only for my- 
elf, and it is not man whom I am ordered to 
H 4 | imitate. 
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* imitate, His failings will not excuſe mine. Hy. 
* rhility forbids me to cenfure others, and prudence 
obliges me to avoid copying F 
Lamont thought | Mancel too ſevere in 
© her doctrine; but there was ſomething ſo reſpec: 
< able in her ſeverity, that he forebore to conteſt it, 
< and owned to me afterwards, that, while ſhe 
< ſpoke, and he contemplated that amiable ſociety, 
< his heart filently acquieſced in the juſtneſs of her 
s ſentiments.” | 
We parted at our uſual heur; and at the fame 
time the company in the lower part of the houſe 
broke up, eleven o'ctock being the ſtated hour for 
them on thoſe occaſions to return to their reſpectixe 
nomes. a 
The next morning, as I went down ſtairs, I 
met the houfe-keeper, and entered into converſa- 
tion with her, for which the preceding night's feſ- 
tivity ſarniſhed me with topics. From her I learnt, 
that fince the ladies had been eſtabliſhed in that 
houſe, they had given fortunes from twenty to an 
hundred pounds, as merit and occaſion directed, to 
about thirty young women, and that they had ſel- 
dom celebrated fewer than two marriages in a Jour 
ſometimes more. Nor does their bounty ceaſe on 
e wedding- day, for they are always to aſ- 
ſt them on any emergency; and watch with ſo 
careful an eye over the conduct of cheſe young. peo- 
ple, as proves of much greater ſervice to them than 
the money they beſto w. They kindly, but ſtrong- 
ly, reprehend the firſt: error, and d them by 
the moſt prudent admonitions againſt a repetition of 
their fault. By little ꝓreſents they ſhew their ap- 
probation of thoſe who. behave well, always pro- 
portioning their. gifts to the merits of the perſon; 
which are therefore looked as the moſt ho- 
nourable teſtimony af their conduct, and * 
| ured 
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ſured up as valuable marks of diſtinction. This 
ent has great influence, and makes them 
vie with each other in endeavouring to excel in ſo- 
briety, cleanlineſs, meekneſs and induſtry. She 
told me alſo, that the young women bred up at the 


chools theſe ladies ſupport are fo much eſteemed 


for many miles round, that it is not uncommon 
for young farmers, who want ſober good wives, to 
obtain them from thence,. and prefer them to girls 
of much better fortunes, educated in à different 
manner, as there have been various inſtances where- 
in their induſtry and quickneſs of underſtanding, 
which in a great meaſure riſes from the manner of 
their education, -has proved more profitable to their 
buſbands than a more ample dower. | 

She added, that ſhe keeps a regiſter of all the 
boys and girls, which, by her good ladies means, 
have been eftabliſhed in the world; whereby it ap- 
pears, that thirty have been apprenticed out to good 
trades, threeſcore fixed in excellent places, and thirty 
married. And it ſeldom happens, that any one 
takes an apprentice or ſervant, till they have firſt ſent 
vow ladies to know if they have any to recom- 

I expreſſed a defire to ſee the ſchools, which ſhe 
odligingly offered to ſhew me, but feared we could 
not then have time to go thither, as breakfaſt was 
juſt ready. While I was talking with her, I ob- 

rved that the fingers of one of her hands were 
contracted quite cloſe to the palm. I took notice 
of it to her. Oh! fir, ſaid ſhe, it was the luekieſt 
f accident that could poſſibly be; as I was obliged 
to work for my ſupport, I was very much ſhock- 
ed at my recovery from a fever, to find myſelf 
' deprived of the ufe of an hand, but ſtill tried if 
could get myſelf received into ſervice; as I was 
\ ſenſible I could, - notwithſtanding my infrmity, 
| H 5 perform 
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perform the buſineſs of a houſe-keeper ; but no 
one would take me in this maimed condition, 
* At laſt I was adviſed to apply to theſe ladies, and 
found what had hitherto been an impediment, 
was a ſtronger recommendation than the good 
character I had from my laſt place; and 25 
* fure I have reaſon to value theſe diſtorted fingers, 
more than ever any one did the handſomeſt hands 
that ever nature made. But, added ſhe, ſmi- 
© ling, few of my fellow-ſfervants are better quali- 
: fed ; the cook cannot walk without crutches, 
* the kitchen-maid has but one eye, the dairy-maid 
is almoft ſtone-deaf, and the houſe-maid has but 
* one hand; and yet, perhaps, there is no family 
* where the buſineſs is done better ; for gratitude, 
and a conviction that this is the only houſe into 
* which we can be received, make us exert our- 
« ſelves to the utmoſt; and moſt people fail not 
from a deficiency of power, but of inclination. 
Even their muſicians, if you obſerved it, Sir, are 
© much in the ſame condition. The Steward, in- 
« deed, muſt be excepted; he is one whom the 
good Mr. d' Avora choſe for the ſake of his inte- 
* grity ſome years before he died, as his ſucceſſor 
in the care of the ladies affairs, and employed 
« him for ſome time under his own inſpection, that 
* he might be ſure he was fit for the purpoſe, 
though he perſuaded the ladies to receive their 
« own rents, and direct all the chief concerns of 
their eſtates, which they have done ever ſince, 
© ſo that theirs is rather an houſhold than a land 
ſte ward. But, except this gentleman and the 
© ſhepherd, there is not one of their muſicians, 
© that is not under ſome natural diſadvantage ; the 
© defects of two of them are fo viſible, I need not 
point them out, but of the other two, one is 
© ſubject to violent fits of the ſtone, and the = 


Lo 


contin! 
all they 


tribute 


he,” th 
withou 
in all | 
Thoſe 
whoſe 
deſerve 
pleaſes 
regard: 
can Ct 
and 1s 
for th 


pences 


Miſs'Mancer and Mrs. Moxc Ax. 153 


© to the aſthma. Thus difabled from hard labour 
« though they find ſome employment in the ma- 
« nufacture, yet the additional profit which accrues 
© from their playing here, adds much to their com- 
© fort, as their i ities render greater expences 
« neceſlary to them than to others in their ſtation.“ 
There was ſomething ſo whimſically good in' the 
conduct of the ladies in theſe particulars, as at 
firſt made me ſmile; but when 1 confidered it more 
thoroughly, I perceived herein a refſinement of eha- 
rity, which, though extremely uncommon, was 
entirely rational. I found, that not contented with 
merely beſtowing on the indigent as large apart of 
their fortunes as they can poſſibly ſpare, they carry 
the nution of their duty to the poor ſo far as to give 
continual attention to it, and endeavour ſo to apply 
all they ſpend, as to make almoſt every ſhilling con- 
tribute towards the ſupport of ſome perſon in real 
neceſſity; by this means every expence bears the 
merit of a donation, in the ſight of him Who knovzs 
their motives; and their conftant application is di- 
tected towards the relief of others, while to ſuperh- 
cial obſervers they ſeem only providing for their on 


convenience. The faſhionable tradeſman is ſure not 


to have them in the lift of his cuſtomers ; but ſhould 
he,” through the caprice of the multitude, be left 
without buſineſe, and ſee his elated hopes blaſted, 
in all probability he will find theſe ladies his friends, 
Thoſe. whoſe youth render them diſregarded, or 
whoſe old age breeds neglect, will here meet with 
delerved'. encouragement. This ſort of œconom 


pleaſes me much, it is of the higheſt kind, ſince it 


regards thoſe riches which neither moth no rut 
can corrupt, nor thieves break through and ſteal; 


and is within the reach of every perſon's imitation, 


for the . pooreſt may thus turn their neceſlary ex- 
pences into virtuous actions. In this they excel 
| H 6 others, 


| 


| 
| 
(| 


_ © alteration we 


154 TRE HISTORY. or 


others, as much as the bee does the common but- 
terfly ; both feed on the fame flowers; but while 
the ly only gains a tranſient ſubſiſtence, and 
flies and flutters in all its gaudy pride, the bee lays 
up a precious ſtore for its future well being, and 
may brave all the rigours of winter. Man, indeed, 
often encroaches on the labours of the bee, and diſap- 
points it of its reaſonable hope; but no one without 
our own concurrence can deſpoil us of the treaſures 
laid up in heaven. 1 

As the good houſe · keeper ſoretold, the bell ſoon 
ſummoned me to breakfaſt; which, like every 
other hour ſpent in that ſociety, was rendered de- 
lightful. by their rational chearfulneſs, and polite 
freedom. We offered to take our leave, but ſhould 


have been diſappointed had we not been aſked to 


prolong our viſit ; nor were we ſo inſincere as to 
make much reſiſtance to this agreeable invitation; 
we expreſſed ſome fears of interrupting their better 
employments; to which Mrs, Morgan replied, by 
aſſuring us, that we did not do fo in the leaſt ; but 
added, I will r inly, gentlemen, the only 
ih to make, if you will fa- 
* your us With your company a few days longer. 
Our family devotions are regular; as you were 
© {trangers, we have not ſummoned you to them; 
but, for the reſt of your viſit, we muſt beg leave 
to alter that method; for we do not think it 2 
proper example to our ſervants, to ſuffer any one 
in this houſe to be excluded from them; though 
your coming was ſudden, and has been pro- 
d only, as it were, from hour to hour, we 
| 5 jul did not think it neceflary to require your pre- 
« 0 | 3 
You may imagine we expreſſed ourſelves obliged 
by this frankneſs; and, for, my own part, I ws 


lad of what appeared to me like being receive 
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into a community, of ſaints ; but was forced to wait 
* till n ight, the devotion of the morning hav- 


before breakfaſt, reakfalt, as was ufual in chat 


2 a So us that morning into 
the park, and having placed” ourſelves on a green 
bank under an elm, by the ſide of the canal, I call- 
ed on her to perform 1 romiſe, and increaſe my 
aequaintance with the reſt of the ladies, by giving 
ſome account of them. 

© I ſhall not the leſs readily comply, ſhe anſwer- 
« ed, for being able to bring what I have to ſay of 
« them into leſs compaſs, than I did my hiſtory of 
© Mrs, Morgan and Miſs Mancel, of whom, when 
© I begin to ſpeak, I always find it difficult te leave 
, a. 2 and am lead by my fondneſs for the ſubject 
6 + - a detail, perhaps too circumſtantial. Lady 
ary Jones, by what I have already ſaid, you 
— ved muſt come next in order.” 
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Lady MARY.. JONES, 


AD Mary was daughter to the Earl of Brump- 
L ton by his ſecond wife, who ſurvived the birth 
of her child but a few hours. The earl died when 
his daughter was about ten years old, and having 
before his ſecond marriage mortgaged to its full va- 
lue all of his eftate which was not ſettled on a fon 
born of his firſt lady, his daughter was left entirely 
deſtitute of proviſion. But as ſhe was too young to 
be much aftected with this circumſtance, fo ſhe had 
little reaſon to regret it, when an increaſe of years 
might have awakened a ſenſibility to that particu- 
lar. Immediately on her father's death ſhe was 
taken by her aunt, Lady Sheerneſs, who declared 
ſhe ſhould look upon her. as her own child, and 
indeed her indulgence verified the truth of her de- 

claration. 7 
Lady Sheerneſs was a widow; her jointure con- 
ſiderable; and her lord at his deceaſe left her ſome 
thouſand pounds in ready money. When he died 
ſhe was about twenty-five years old, with a good 
perſon, and infinite vivacity. An unbridled ima- 
; gination, 


ſeſſion. 
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gination, ungovernable ſpirits, with a lively, arch 
countenance, and a certain quaintneſs of expreſ- 
fon, gained her the reputation of being poſſeſſed 
of a great deal of wit. Her lord, in the decline of 
life, had been captivated by her. youthful. charms, 
when ſhe was but ſixteen years old. His extreme 
fondneſs for her, led him to indulge her vivacity 
in all its ſallies; and frequently while he was laid 
up at home in the gout, her ladyſhip was the fineſt 
and gayeſt woman at every place of public reſort. 
(Often, when the acuteneſs of his pains obliged 
him to ſeek relief from the ſoporific influence of 
opium, ſhe collected half the town, and though his 
reſt was diſturbed every moment by a ſucceſſion of 
impetuous raps at the door, he was never offended; 
on the contrary, he thought himſelf obliged to her 


N 


np- bor ſtaying at home, which ſhe had aſſured him 
irth was, © becauſe ſhe, could not bear to go abroad 
hen ' when he was ſo ill.“ This, as the greateſt mark 
ing of her tenderneſs he ever received, he failed not to 


acknowledge with gratitude. She ' ſcarcely. took 
more pleaſure in having a train of admirers, than 
his lordſhip felt from it; his vanity was flattered 
in ſeeing his wife the obj of admiration, and 
fancied himſelf much envied for fo valuable a poſ- 
leſion, Her. coquettry charmed him, as the ſallies 
of that vivacity of which he was ſo fond. He had 
28 no tincture of jealouſy in his whole compoſition; 
ed ud acknowledged, as favours conferred on himſelf, 
nd the attention paid to his wife. 
e- Though Lord Sheerneſs's conduct may appear 
ather uncommon, yet it ſeemed the reſult of ſome 
n- diſcernment, or at leaſt his lady's diſpoſition was 
1e fuch as juſtifies this opinion he had received a 
d genteel education; no external accompliſhment had 
d been neglected; but her underſtanding and princi- 
— ples were left to the imperfection of nature — ? 
oy rupt 
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- rupted by cuſtom. Religion was thought too ſeri. 
ous a thing for ſo young a perſon. The opinion of 
the world was always repreſented to her as the true 
criterion by which to judge of every thing, and 
faſhion ' ſupplied the place of every more material 
conſideration. With a mind thus formed, the en- 
tered the world at ſixteen, ſurrounded with pomp 
and ſplendor, with every gratification at her com- 
mand, that an affluent fortune, and an indulgent 
huſband could beſtow; by nature inclined to no 
vice, free from all dangerous paſſions, the charm of 
innocence accompanied her vivacity; undeſigning 
and artleſs, her follies were . the conſe- 
quences of her ſituation, not conſtitutional, though 
habit engrafted them ſo ſtrongly, that at length 
they appeared natural to her. Surrounded with 
every ſnare that can entrap a youthful mind, ſhe 
became a victim to diffipation, and the love of 
faſhionable pleaſures ; deſtitute of any table prin- 
ciples, ſhe was carried full fail down the ſtream of 
folly. In the love of coquettry and gaming, few 
equalled her; no one could exceed her in the pur- 
ſuit of every trifling amuſement ; ſhe had neither 
leiſure nor inclination to think, her life paſſed in an 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion of engagements, without 
reflection on the paſt, or confideration on the future 

conſequences. y | 
The lightneſs of her conduct expoſed her to 
the addreſſes of many gay men during the life of her 
lord; but an attachment was too ſerious a thing for 
der; and white her giddineſs and perpetual diſſipa- 
tion expoſed her to ſuſpicion, they preferved her 
from the vice of which ſhe was ſuſpected : ſhe daily 
- through the ordeal trial; every ſtep ſhe 
took was dangerous, but ſhe came off unhurt. Her 
reputation was indeed doubtful, but her rank and 
fortune, and the continual amuſements — * 
. ouſe 
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houſe yielded to her acquaintance, rendered her gene- 
ally careſſed. p a T 

Her lord's death made no alteration in her way of 
lie; and as ; mind was never fixed . 
ny ſubject, ſhe thought not long enough of mar- 
- to prepare for that ftate, and therefore con- 


tnued a "widow. — A $ 
od, unchanged in any thing but her — . — 
ſhe took lady Mary Jones, I will not fay into her 
care, (for that word never entered into her vocabu- 
hy) but into her houſe. Lady Mary had naturally 
2 yery good underſtanding, and much vivacity ; the 
atter met with every thing that could aſſiſt its increaſe 
n the company of Lady Sheerhefs, the other was never 
thought of: ſhe was initiated into every diverſton at 
an age, when other girls are confined to their nur- 
fry. Her aunt was fond of her, and therefore in- 
dined to indulgence ;- beſides, the thought the ko- 
edge of the . world, which in het opmion was che 
molt eſſential qualification for. a woman of fafhivn, 
N "boi to be leamt, but by an early acquaintance 
with it, 2 

Lady Mary's. age and vivacity rendered this dec- 
— emer her ; (he was pretty, and 
therefore at fifteen 


nto-all the 
5 for 
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Lady Sbrerneſt very ly ſur- 
and felt a ſort of pride in 
the finieneſs of her 
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| ſhe accompanied her aunt to Scarborough: ſhe was, The 
there very aſſiduouſly followed by a - re-. miſtook 
puted of a large fortune in Wales. He was gay and I from t 
well-bred, his perſon moderately agreeable, his Wn of her 
underſtanding ſpecious, and his manner inſinuating. un ſelſ-lo 
There was nothing very engaging in the man, Ne compan' 
except the appearance of à very tender attach- ery formid: 


ment. She had before found great pleaſure in women 


being admired; but her vanity was ſtill more flat- d; it only: 
tered in being loved: ſhe: knew herſelf capable of Meir own 
amuſing ; but till now had never been able to vive Wiſyints ſome 
either + pleaſure or pain according to her ſovereign Wlſhowever, 1! 
decree. She grew partial to Mr. Lenman, (that WWkſed, both 
was the name of her lover) becauſe he raiſed her Wile liſtenec 
conſequence in her own eyes: ſhe played off a Haoſe he f 
thouſand: airs of coquettry, which ſhe had never ¶ uinted w 
et had an opportunity to exercife for want of a real {Wrough th 
er. Sometimes ſhe would elate him by encourage- Bute his d 
ment; at others, freeze him into deſpair by her af- o perſuade 
fected coldneſs: ſhe was never two hours the ſame, Nan fide of 
becauſe ſhe delighted in ſeeing the variety of paſſions WH Lady N 
ſhe could excite, | ae was c 
Mr. Lenman was certainly ſufficiently torment- ni he w 
ed; but ſo great a proficiency in coquettry, at ſo ui by her 
early an age, was no diſcouragement to his hopes. boſe nort 
There are no people ſo often the dupe: of their own ects of 
arts as coquets, eſpecially when they become ſo Wlreme p 
very early in life ; therefore, inſtead of being WW nariage 2 
damped in his purſuit, he ad his behaviour to ſly into 
ber foible,: vanity, and, by aſſuming an air of in- Naar of 
difference, could, when he pleaſed, put an end hot at e 
to her affected reſerve; though he was not ſo un- ten ſhou 
polite a lover, as quite to deny her the gratifica- magined 
tion ſhe expected from her little arts. e found ſent to h 
means, however, to command her attention, by the te was 1 
very ſerious propoſal of matrimony, She had no ſuperior i 


great inclinatiou for the ſtate, but the novelty 2 kars of 
| cr. We 


— 
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b. The pleaſing ſenſations his addreſſes excited 
de miſtook for love, when, in reality, they aroſe 


uh from the delight ſhe received in the gratifica- 
jon of her vanity, and related to no other paſſion 


g. n ſelf-love; an error very uſual] at her age. In 
n, e company ſhe had kept, matrimony appeared in no 
-V ſbormidable light; ſhe did not ſee that it abrid- 
In 


xd women of any of the liberties ſhe already enjoy- 
d; it only afforded them an opportunity of chooſing 
heir own diverſions; whereas her taſte in thoſe 
wints ſometimes differed from her aunt's ; to whom, 
jowever, ſhe was obliged to ſubmit. Thus prepoſ- 
eſed, both in favour of her lover and his propoſal, 
he liſtened to him with more attention than ſhe 
choſe he ſhould perceive; but he was too well ac- 
quanted with the pretty arts of coquettry, not to ſee 
trough them. He therefore took courage to inſi- 
mate his deſire of a private marriage, ventured 
v perſuade her to take a trip with him to the north 
n fide of Berwick upon Tweed, e O08 200%, 2 6k 
Lady Mary could not ſee, as Mr. Lenman's for- 
tune was conſiderable, and her's entirely precarious, 
nl he was ſo apprehenfive of not being accept- 
«by her aunt ; but there was ſomething ſpirited in 
ttole northern journies, that had always been the 
wects of her envy. An adventure ſhe thought the 
upreme pleaſure of life, and theſe pretty flights gave 
marriage all the charms of romance. To be forced 
bfly into another kingdom to be married, gave her 
nar of conſequence z vulgar people might tie the 
knot at every pariſh-church, but people of 'diſtic- 
den ſhould. do every thing with an eclat. She 
magined it very probable, that her aunt would con- 
ent to her union with Mr. Lenman; ſor, though 
he was not equal to her in birth, yet he was her 
luperior in fortune; but yet ſhe: looked upon his 
rs of a refuſal as meritorious, ſince he —_—_ 
_ er. 
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her they aroſe from his extreme affection, yhic 
him with terrors, on the leaſt proſpect 9 
loſing her. Should Lady Shcerneſs, he urree 
N ſhe might — extreme 
| WI | er they kn: 
her diſapprobation; r did 2 
her knowledge, ſhe would not have room to com 
© plain of downright diſobedience, and if it wy 
« difpleaſing to ber, yet being done, and paſt rene. 
© dy, ſhe would be inclined to make the beſt d 
what was unavoidable, and forgive what ſhe could 
not prevent,” 
Theſe arguments were ſufficiently folid for a pi 
of ſacteen; who never thought before, and could 
ſcarcely be faid to do ſo then, Lady Mary complidd 
_ with his plan, and the day was fixed when —_— 
to take 4this lively ſtep; their ſeveral ſtages ſettled, 
and many more arts and contrivances to avoid difcovery 
copcerted, : than they were likely to have any occaſion 
for ; but in that variety of little ſchemes, and romantic 
expedients, het chief pleaſure in this intended marriage 


day before that on which Lady Mary ard 
lover were to ſet out for Scotland, ſhe was air- 
y Sbeerneſs, when one of the horſes 
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n the different manner in which ſhe had intended 
employ that period; and when her mind be- 
more at liberty, her diſappointment did not 
K heavy an her ſpitits ; for as her heart was not. 
ally touched, ſhe conſidered the delay which this 
; timed accident had occaſioned without an 
eat concern, and rather pleaſed herſelf with 
ling, that the ſhould give an uncommon 
of of ſpicit, in undertaking a long journey, fo 
2 after ſhe was recovered, from a very a 
4.x _ is not free from danger, 
wing tis confinement, more time * 


to whom ſhe was much obliged. . 
ſoon vaniſhed, and ſhe wondered 
came into her head, never 
duty uſed, but to ridicule 
Ck it the rule of their conduct, 
IS 
whoſe 
: —— 1 one amuſement — 4 
1 9 Aa Larry by in- 


other | people?* That one 
v | the point, and all doubts were 
gene. 
Xe | | 82 which ſucceeded — npg 
1 3 n off her face, _ conſequent 
er —— * Lady of her 
Pp of chavity 2225 the 


— as a whimſical piece of news 
d, ( to tell which was the real 
kind viſit, having long felt a ſecret 
) that © her lover, Mr. Len- 
married ſome years to a young 

| * lady 


out 
place, to fit an afternoon with 
and 


— 
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© lady of ſmall fortune, whom he treated on th 
account with ſo little ceremony, that for a cor 
* fiderable time he did not own his marriage, 

© fince he acknowledged it, had kept her conſtant 
bat his houſe in Wales.“ 

This was indeed news of conſequence to L ud ce 
Mary, but ſhe was little inclined to believe it,: 
enquired what proof there was of this fact. IT 
young lady replied, that © ſhe had it from a rel; 
tion of her's lately arrived at Scarborough, v 
having been often in Mr. Lenman's neighbou 
hood, was well acquainted both with him: 
© his wife, and had in a pretty large compan 
« where ſhe was preſent, | aſked him after Mr 
 Lenman's health, to which he made as ſhort : 
© anſwer as he could, but ſuch as ſhewed there w 
* ſuch a perſon, and his confuſion on this queſtic 
made her relation enquire what could be t 
© meaning of it, which all the company cou 
© eaſily explain. 

Lady Mary was prodigiouſly diſconcerted wit 
this intelligence; her informer imagined the viſib 
agitation of -her ſpirits proceeded from her attac 
ment to Mr, Lenman, but in reality it was the e 
fect of terror. She was frighted to think how ne: 
ſhe was becoming the object of general ridicule a 
diſgrace, wedded to a married man, and duped | 
his cunning ; for ſhe immediately perceived why he 
aunt was not to be let into the — Her firlt re 
flection was, how contemptible a figure mult {i 
afterwards have made in the world. There 
ſomething in this action of Mr. Lenman's very ut 
common, faſhionable vices and follies had in h 
opinion received a ſanction from cuſtom, but 
was of a different and a deeper dye ; and little 
ſhe had been uſed to reflect on good and evil, 


other 
Le 
After h 
de luckir 


ns with 

b ceived | 
her ſon 
t ſeized v 
Fail, wh 
| hoard,” 

towledg 
by this m 
child; 4 t 
' repine 2 
byexed I 
"myſelf t 
| becauſe | 
was to | 
' fretting 
out was 
| his life. 


in other light than as pleaſant and unpleaſant, ſhe 
<nceived an horror-at this action. W 
After her viſitor departed, ſhe to reflect on 
he luckineſs of the overturn, which had obſtructed 
ker raſh deſign, and admiring her good fortune, 
yould certainly have offered rich ſacrifices on the 


xeted to that deity. . 

While her mind was filled with theſe impreſſions, 
the nurſe, who had attended her in her ſickneſs, 
nd was not yet- diſmiſſed, entered the room, cry- 
ns with joy, and told her, that *ſhe had juſt re- 
i ceived the news of the ſhip's being loſt whercin 
ther ſon was to have embarked, had he not been 
i ſeized with a fit of ſickneſs two days before it ſet 
fall, which made it impoſſible for him to go on 
board.“ The poor woman was profuſe in her ac- 
nowledgements for God's great mercy, who had 


repine at any thing that happens to me. How 
wexed I was at this diſappointment, and thought 
* myſelf the moſt unfortunate creature in the world, 
i becauſe my ſon miſſed of ſuch a good poſt as he 
vas to have had in this ſhip; I was continually 
' fretting about it, and fancied that ſo bad a ſetting 


dis life. How different things turn out from 
' what we expect! Had not this misfortune, as I 
' thought it, happened, he would now have been 
at the bottom of the ſea, and my poor heart would 
' have been broken. Well, to be ſure God is very 
kind! I hope my boy will always be thankful for 
"this providence, and love the Lord who has thus 
' preſerved him. | | 


+ EW 


Lady MARY Jones. 165 


bine of Chance, had there been a temple there 


hy this means prevented the deſtruction of her dear 
child; to be ſure, added ſhe, I ſhall never again 


' out was a ſign the poor boy would be unlucky all 
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This poor woman ſpoke a new language to Las 
Mary. She knew, indeed, that Goth make x! 
world, and had ſent her into it; but ſhe had never 
thought of bis taking any farther care about her. 
| She had heard, that he had forbidden murder, and 
ſtealing, and adultery, and* that, after death, he 
would judge people for thoſe crimes, and theſe, ſhe 
ſuppoſed, were the utmoſt extent of. his attention, 
But the joy ſhe felt ſor her own deliverance from 
a misfortune into which ſhe was ſo near involving 
herſelf, and the reſemblance there was in the means 
of her preſervation, to that for which her nurſe 
was fo thankful, coftumunicated to her ſome of the 
fame ſenſations, and ſhe felt a itude to him 
who, ſhe imagined, might poſſibly be more carefu 
over his creatures than ſhe had ever yet ſup- 


. ſtrong at the 


time, ware off after ſhe got abroad. A renewal 
of the fame diſſipation ſcattered them with every 
other ſerious thought; and fhe again entered into 
the hurry of IONS amuſement. Mr. Len- 
man, as ſoon a8 that his marriage was be- 
come public, deſpairing of the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, 
left the place before Lady Mary was out of ber 
confinement, afraid of meeting the reproachful glances 
of a woman, whom he deſigned to injure:; and whoſe 
innocence, notwithſtanding her levity, gave her dig- 
as in the eyes of a man, who: bad really conceived an 
t paſſion for he. Wette 
Lady Sheerneſs and her niece ſtaid but a ſhort 
time at h aſter the latter was perfectly 
recovered, the ſeaſon being over. They returned 
to London, and all the gaiety it affords; and 
though the town was at = time not full, yet 
they had ſo general an acquaintance, and Lady 
Sheerneſs rendered her houſe ſo agreeable, that ſhe 


neva 
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never wanted company. Every ſeaſon has its dif- 
erent amuſements, and theſe ladies had an equal 
aſte for every thing that bore the name of diver- 
fon, It 8 true, they were not i 
but 7s expected to be fo, promi 
* N the following day, for the diſ- 
ppointment of the preſent. If they failed of plea- 
lure, they had diſſipation, and were in too conti- 
mal a hurry to have time to aſk themſelves whe- 
ther they were amuſed; if they ſaw others were ſo, 
they imagined themſelves muſt be equally enter- 
tanined; or if the dullneſs of the place was too 
great to be overlooked, they charged it on their own 
want of ſpirits, and complained of a langour, which 
rendered them incapable of receiving pleaſure. 

Mary fortunately had had no confidant in 
her deſign of running away with Mr. Lenman, 
and the part he had acted was fo diſhonourable, he 
could not wiſh to publiſh it; her imprudence was 
ierefore known only to herſelf; and the fear of 
Wobliging her aunt, by letting her intended diſo- 
—.— nes ears, induced her to _— 3 
otherwiſe, mo robable, in ſome unguarded A 
he would have diverted her acquaintance with the 
relation, embelliſhed with whatever circ 


would render it amuſing ; for the love of entertain- 


ng, and the vanity of being liſtened to with eager- 
tels, will lead people of ungoverned vivacity to expoſe 
beir greateſt failings. a 

Lady Mary's levity encouraged her admirers to 
tnceive hopes, which her real innocence ſhould 
me repreſſed. Among this number was Lord Ro- 
tet St, George, He was both in perſon and man- 
e extremely pleaſing; but, what was a ſtronger 
am to a young woman of Lady Mary's turn of 
mind, he was a very faſhionable man, much ca- 
led by the ladies, and LING to have i 
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ceſsful in his addreſſes to many. This is always m mat 


great recommendation to the gay and giddy; and s gr 
Aa circumſtance which ſhould make a man ſhunned WM: little to 
by every woman of virtue, ſecures him a favour- beet with 
able reception from the molt faſhionable part of our gl, entir 
ſex. | | kntly in le 
Lady Mary would have accuſed herſelf of want ber paſſion 

of caſte, had ſhe not liked a man, whom ſo many want 
others had loved: She ſaw his attachment to her wich he 1 
in the light of a triumph over ſeveral of her ac- He was 
quaintance; and when a man raiſes a woman in om he 
her own eſteem, it is ſeldom long before he gains aWpolition hi 
conſiderable ſhare of it for himſelf. Vanity repre- ud befor: 
ſented Lord Robert as a conqueſt of importance, ¶ nt indeed 
and his qualifications rendered him a very pleaſingtune was 
dangler. Lady Mary liked him as well as her lit-WWjnteel w. 
tle leiſure to attend to one perſon would permit ¶ he that 
She felt that pleaſure on his approach, that pain at be was th 
his departure, that ſolicitude for his preſence, an Ay, as ft 
that jealouſy at the civilities he paid any other wore, wa 
man, which girls 4ook upon as the ſymptoms of o were 
violent paſſion, whereas, if they were to examingmining £ 
their hearts very nicely, they would find, that one mater 
'a ſmall part of it proceeds from love. cards, and 
Lord Robert was too well ſkilled in theſe mat ue, and 
ters, to remain ignorant of the impreſſion he ha This la 
made; and if he had been leſs quick-ſighted, th es, and! 
frequent intelligence he received of it, would no ine with 


have ſuffered him long te remain in ignorance bew the 

Lady Mary, vain of her conqueſt, and proud o ton, ſhe 

being in love, as is uſual at her age, let every inWiſſliſance w 

timate into her confidence, and by mutual commu her acco 
1 


nication they talked a moderate liking into a paſi Lord Re 
ion. Each of theſe young ladies were as read ve party, 
to tell their friend's ſecrets as their own, till the cir room. 


cle of confidents included all their 1 
ROTOR ron 


ary into 
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Mary's great attachment to him, which ſerved not 
\ little to flatter his hopes. He imagined he ſhould 
net with an eaſy conqueſt of a giddy, thoughtleſs 
gil, entirely void of all fixed principles, and vio- 
kntly in love with him; for his vanity exaggerated 
ter paſſion. In this perſuaſion he ſuppoſed nothing 
ws wanting to his ſucceſs but opportunity, for 
wich he took care not to wait long. 
He was intimately acquainted with an old lad 
hom he often met at Lady Sheerneſs's, whoſe diſ- 
wition he knew well ſuited to his purpoſe; ſhe 
-n before proved convenient to him and others; 
ut indeed by unrewarded aſſiſtance; for as her for- 
tune was too ſmall to ſupply the expences of the 
xnteel way of life ſhe aimed at, ſhe was glad to 
ave that deficiency made up by preſents, which 
he was therefore very aſſiduous to deſerve. This 
Ay, as ſhe was a woman of faſhion, and lived in 
ure, was politely received in all gay companies, 
o were not diſpoſed to take the trouble of ex- 
mining ſcrupulouſly into her character. She had 
me material recommendation; ſhe played high at 
ards, and omitted nothing to make her houſeagree- 
ible, and few were more crouded. es. 
This lady had often been viſited by Lady Sheer- 
teſs, and her niece, though generally at the ſame 
ime with the multitude ; but one day, when ſhe 
new the former was confined at home by indiſpo- 
tion, ſhe invited Lady Mary, whoſe aunt's com- 
taiſance would not ſullar her to refuſe the invitation 
nher account. | yt 

Lord Robert was there, and as it was only a pri- 
ue party, there was no card-tables but in the out- 


into the inner, on pretence of having ſome- 
thing 


from many of theſe Lord Robert heard of Lady 


t room. The miſtreſs of the houſe drew Lady 
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thing particular to ſay to her; Lord Robert ſoon 
followed. The converſation grew lively between 
him and Lady Mary; and when the convenient 
gentlewoman ſaw them thoroughly engaged and 
animated in diſcourſe, ſhe quietly withdrew, re- 
turning to the Fre wb whoſe attention was too 
much fixed on the cards, to perceive that any one 
was miſſing; and to keep their thoughts more en- 
—_ engroſſed, ſhe betted with great ſpirit at every 
* | 

Lady Mary did not perceive ſhe was left alone 
with obert, till the growing freedom of his 
addrefles made her obſerve it ; but as prudence was 
not one of her virtues, ſhe was not at all diſ. 
concerted with this tete 2 tete; nor did it leſſen 
her vivacity., Lord Robert, encouraged by her 
eaſineſs on the occafion, declared himſelf fo plain- 
ly, that ſhe was no longer able to blind herſelf 
to his views, and with ſurprize found ſeduction 
was his aim, if that word may be uſed for a 
man's deſigns againſt the honour of a woman who 
ſeems ſo careleſs of it. Her heart was entirely 
innocent of vice, and ſhe could not imagine how 
his Lordſhip could conceive it poſſible to ſucceed 
with her in intentions of that fort. She had always 
thought ſuch imprudence in a woman a great folly, 
for in a graver liohe ſhe had never beheld it, and 
ſhewed herſelf offended at his ſuppoſing her capable 
of ſuch a weakneſs; but without that honeſt indig- 
nation which a woman would have felt, who had 
afted on better principles. | 

Lord Robert was not much diſcouraged ; a wo- 
man is under great diſadvantage, when her lover 
knows himſelf to be ſo much beloved, that ſhe 
dares not let her anger continue long, for % of 
| 8 
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him for ever. He was well convinced, that 
ncer worldly prudence could not make a laſting re- 
ſtance agamſt a ſtrong paſſion, and ſuch he flat- 
tered himſelf her's was. He therefore ventured to 
reſume the ſubject; but his perſeverance increaſed 
Lady Mary's ſurprize, and ſhe began to think her- 
elf affronted. Her partiality pleaded in his fa- 
your ſome time; but at length ſhe thought it ne- 
eſſary to retire, notwi ing his utmoſt en- 
deavours to detain her. As ſhe left him, ſhe de 
ſued him to learn and believe better of her uider- 
terftanding; for in no other light did ſhe perceive it an 
inſult; her education had deprived her of that delica- 
9 which ſhould have her feel a ſevere mor- 
tcation at the little ſhare ſhe had of the good 
inion of a man ſhe loved; on the contrary, ſhe 
ed the affront ſhe had received a proof of his 
eGtion, She had often indeed heard the name of 
ſinue, but, by the uſe ſhe had known made of the 
word, it appeared to her to have no other ſignifi cation 
than prudence. She was not at all ſhocked with 
Lord Robert's conduct; but reſolved not to concur 
in his views, becauſe ſhe had no inclination to do 
o, that overbalanced her very moderate degree of 
prudence, On this account ſhe determined to avoid 
being again alone with him, 
Lady Mary's natural ſenſe gave riſe to ſome 
doubts, whether the very open proſeſſions of gal- 
antry, which Lord Robert had made to her, were 
common; ſhe had been frequently addreſſed with 
freedom, but his behaviour ſeemed more than com- 
monly preſuming. In order to find what others would 
think of it, ſhe often turned the converſation to thoſe 
ſort of ſubjec ts, and was a good deal ſtartled one day 
a lively, but amiable and modeſt young lady, 
Who ſaid ihe believed no man that was not an ab- 
4 ſolute 
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, it 
ſolute fool, or at the time intoxicated, ever inſult. neon 
ed a woman with improper behaviour or diſcourſe, and end 

if he had not, from ſome impropriety in her con- XE&cult 
duct, ſeen reaſon to imagine it would not be ill re- he atte! 
ceived; and I am ſure, added ſhe, * if ſuch a thing hounds, 
© vas ever to befal me, it would convert me into a I. whe 
ſtarched prude, for fear that hereafter innocent bad x 
« vivacity might be miſtaken for vicious levity : [ rapour's, 
© ſhould take myſelf very ſeverely to taſk, convinced Our. 
the offence was grounded on my conduct; for! Theſ 
am well perſuaded there is ſomething ſo reſpectabe i ours t. 
c in virtue, that no man will dare to inſult it, ex- rave be 
« cept when a great diſparity in circumſtances en- Inder a 
© courages an en lat wretch to take advantage continu! 
of the neceſſity of the indigent.” ; which ſ 
Lady Mary was greatly affected by this ſenti - uo diſco 
ment; the began to reflect on her own behaviour; gence 
and could not but fee, that Lord Robert might .& io, 
without any great danger of offending, hazard the teprivec 
behaviour he had been guilty of; ſince in effect him, At 
ſhe had not conceived much anger againſt bim, nn. 


and though ſhe had hitherto avoided being again 
alone with him, yet ſhe had not ſhewn any very 
great marks of diſpleaſure. She now watched witl 
attention the conduct of other young ladies; many 
of them ſeemed to act on the ſame principles 35 
herſelf; but ſhe obſerved, that ſhe who had, by her 
declaration, firft raiſed in her ſuſpicions about her 
own behaviour, had a very different manner. She 


Robert 

dilemm: 
wiſhed 

buted t 
ſhe was 
jet. FE 
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was indeed gay and lively; but her vivacity ſeemed In t 
under the direction of modeſty. In her greateſt flow what ps 
of ſpirits, ſhe hazarded no improper expreſſion, nor lice he 
ſuffered others to do ſo without a manifeſt diſguſt: liſtreſſe 
ſhe ſaw that the gentlemen who converſed with wo of the 
preſerved an air of reſpe& and deference, whi ber ow 


they laid afide when they addrefled women, whoſe 


vivacity 
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jivacity degenerated in levity. She now began 
o perceive ſome impropriety in her own behaviour, 
ad endeavoured to correct it; but nothing is more 
lificult than to recover a dignity once loſt. When 


lie attempted to reſtrain her gaiety within proper 


hounds, ſhe was laughed at for her affectation; 
if, when the converſation was improper, ſhe aſ- 
ſumed an air of gravity, ſhe was accuſed of the 
vapours, or received hints that ſhe was out of hu- 
nour. 

Theſe were great diſcouragements in her endea- 
yours to correct the errors of her conduct, but 
ze her leſs pain than the difficulties ſhe was 
under about Lord Robert St. George. He ſtill 
continued to addreſs her with a freedam of manners 
wich ſhe now perceived was inſulting ; ſhe wanted 
to diſcourage his in ſolence, but feared giving a total 
offence to a man who had too great a ſhace of her 
affections; ſhe was apprehenſive, that if ſhe quite 
deprived him of his hopes, ſhe ſhould entirely loſe 
tim, and he would attach himſelf to ſome other 


woman, This ſituation was dangerous, and Lord 


Robert knew the power he had over her. The 
dilemma ſhe was in really abated the vivacity the 
wiſhed to reſtrain; but it was immediately attri- 
buted to the anxiety of a love-fick mind, and 
ſhe was expoſed to continual raillery on that ſub- 


ject. Her lover ſecretly triumphed, flattering him- 


Th that her paſſion was now combating on his 


In this ſituation ſhe was unable to determine 
what part to act, and all her intimates were too much 
lice herſelf, to be capable of adviſing her. Thus 
liſtreſſed, ſhe reſolved to cultivate" the acquaintance 
of the young lady who had opened her eyes to 
her own conduct, and try what relief ſhe could 
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obtain from her advice. This was eaſily effected; (veaknet 
Lady Mary was too amiable, not to have any ad- Conſi 


vances ſhe made anſwered with pleaſure. An inti- ; moſt 
ſoon enſued. 5 vou rea 
* Mary communicated to her new friend all 4 bet 


the difficulties of her ſituation, and confeſſed to her 


greater 
the true ſtate of her heart. That young lady was * any 
not void of compaſſion for her uneaſineſs; but told ens. 
her, that, while ſhe was encouraging Lord Ro- (orimind 
« bert's paſſion, ſhe was loſing his eſteem, Which «not defi 
alone was worth preſerving, * I allow, ſaid ſue, having 
that by depriving him of his hopes, you may put him to 
* an end to his addreſſes; but conſider, my dear i refleRir 
Lady Mary, what ſatisfaction they can afford afford) 
you, if they are only the reſult of a fondneſs for Theſe 
your perſon, which would loſe all its charms for Mary; f 
nim, as ſoon as it became familiarized by poſſeſ- N. 
'  * fien, You would then at once find yourſelf both 38 
* neglefted and deſpiſed by the man, for whoſe Wl Lg Re 
© fake you had rendered yourſelf truly deſpicable, Mireſſes 
< I know you are incapable of an action that lance 
« would at the ſame time deprive you of his eſteem, Jer pt 
* and of the more valuable conſciouſneſs of know- i conrelh 
ing yourſelf to be truly eſtimable. J am not of Fas i 
the opinion of thoſe, who think chaſtity the only 1 
virtue of conſequence to our ſex; but it is Cer- 7 
* tainly ſo very eſſential, that ſhe who violates 8 Aer 
* ſeldom preſerves any other. And how ſhou pros. 
* ſhe? for if there are others as great, greater preſum 
< there cannot be, there is _ ſo Oy be 442 arm 
herein I know you are of my opinion; half 
therefore intreat — to ſhew Lord Robert yer © but v 
you are ſo; do not let him miſtake your re: c Wl © thougt 
«* ſentiments; nor, in order to —— _ p E. 
i cuſtom will oblige me to call his pa — 1 that Wl © tion; 


name, leave him reaſon to flatter him Nos 
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you will fall a victim to his arts and your own 
« weakneſs. | 

« Conſider with yourſelf, continued ſhe, which 
(is moſt defirable, his eſteem or his courtſhip, If 
«your really love him, you can make a compari- 
ſon between them; for ſurely there cannot be a 
greater fuffering than to ſtand low in the opinion 
vf any perſon who has a great ſhare of our affec- 


i tions. If he neglects you, on finding that his 


criminal deſigns cannot ſucceed, he certainly does 
© not deſerve your love, and the conſciouſneſs, of 
having raiſed yourſelf in his opinion, and forced 
him to eſteem you, together with the pleaſure of 
' reflecting that you have acted as you ought, will 
' afford you conſolation.“ 

Theſe arguments had due weight with Lady 
Mary ; ſhe determined to follow her friend's advice, 
and ſubmit to the conſequences: Lady Sheerneſs 
had company that evening, and among the reſt 
Lord Robert. He was, as uſual, aſſiduous in his 
adreſſes to Lady Mary, who, withdrawing to a little 
diſtance from the company, told him, that * ſhe 
Chad too long ſuffered his Lordſhip to continue a 
' courtſhip, which he had plainly acknowledged 
was made with ſuch views, as gave her great 
' reaſon to blame herſelf for ever having liſtened 
„to it. She acknowledged, that the levity of her 
' condut had been ſuch as leſſened her right to 
' reproach him. Encouraged by her errors, and 
' preſuming perhaps on a ſuppolition, that he was 
* not unpleaſing to her, he muſt be ſenſible that he 
had ventured to infult her in a flagrant manner, 
* but without complaining of what was paſt, ſhe 
thought herſelf obliged to tell him his purſuit was 
"vain; that her errors were the faults of educa- 


tion; nor might ſhe ſo ſoon have been con- 
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vinced of them, if his behaviour had not awaken- 
© ed her to a ſenſe of ſome impropriety in her own 
conduct, which, conſcious of the innocence of 
her intentions, ſhe had never ſuſpected; ſhe then 
© told him, that if he did not entirely deſiſt from 
© all addrefles to her, ſhe ſhould be obliged to ac- 
© quaint her aunt with his behaviour, who could 
not ſuffer ſuch an inſult on her niece to paſs un- 
« reſented.” 

As ſoon as ſhe had thus explained herſelf to 
Lord Robert, ſhe mingled with the crowd, though 
with a mind little inclined to join in their conver- 
ſation; but her young friend was there, and en- 
deavoured to ſupport * ſpirits, which were over- 
come by the effort ſhe had made. This young lady 
ſoon after went into the country, and returned ng 
more to London, | 

Lord Robert was ſo diſconcerted, that he left the 
room as foon as Lady Mary had thus given him his 
diſmiſſion. As their acquaintance lay much in the 
ſame ſet, they frequently ſaw each other. Lord 
Robert endeavoured to conquer Lady Mary's reſo- 
lution, by ſome times exciting her jealouſy, and at 
others making her the object of his addreſſes ; but 
ſhe continued ſteady in her conduct, though with 
many ſecret pangs. He began at laſt to converſe 
with her with greater eaſe to himſelf, as his paſſion 
abated when no longer nouriſhed by hope; and, 
notwithſtanding a remainder of pique, he could not 
torbear treating her with a reſpect which her con- 
duct deſerved; for he plainly ſaw ſhe had acted in 
contradiction to her own heart. This alteration in 
his behaviour afforded her great ſatisfaction; and 
though her .love was not extinguiſhed, it ceaſed to 
be very painful, when ſhe was perſuaded ſhe had ob- 
tained ſome ſhare of his eſteem. Wh 

en 
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When Lady Mary was in her twentieth year, 
Lady Sheerneſs was ſeized with a lingering, but 
incurable diſorder. It made little alteration in her 
nind. In this melancholy ſituation ſhe applied to 
cards and company to keep up her ſpirits, as aſ- 
(duouſly as ſhe had done during her better health. 
She was incapable indeed of going ſo much abroad; 
but her acquaintance, who ſtill found her houſe 
zreeable, applauded their charity in attending her 
i home. Cards even employed the morning, for 
far any intermiſſion of viſitors ſhould leave her a 
noment's time for reflection. In this manner ſhe - 
raſſed the ſhort remainder of her life, without one 
thought of that which was to come. Her acquaint- 
ce, for I cannot call them as they did themſelves, 
friends, were particularly careful to avoid every 
ſubje&t that might remind her of death. At night 
ſhe procured ſleep by laudanum;. and, from the time 
ſhe roſe,” ſhe took care not to have leiſure to think; 
even at meals ſhe conſtantly. engaged company, leſt 
ker niece's- converſation. ſhould not prove ſufficient 
b diſſipate her thoughts. Every quack, who pro- 
pſed curing what was incurable, was applied to, 
and ſhe was buoyed up with ſucceſſive hopes of ap- 
proaching relief. 

She grew. at laſt ſo weak, that, unable even to 
perform her part at the card-table, Lady Mary was 
abliged to deal, hold her cards, and ſort them for 
ler, while ſhe could juſt take them out one by one, 
nd drop them on the table. Whiſt and quadrille 
became too laborious to her weakened. intellects, 
but loo ſupplied their places, and continued her 
amuſement to the laſt, as reaſon. or memory were 
dot neceſſary qualifications to play at it. 
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_ Her acquaintance ſhe found at length begin t4 
abſent themſelves, but ſhe re-animated their cha. 
rity, by making frequent entertainments for them, 
and was reduced to order genteel ſuppers to enliven 
the evening, when ſhe herſelf was obliged to retire 
to her bed. 1 it was for a conſiderable time 


doubtful whether ſhe ſhould live till morning, it 
was no damp to the ſpirits of any of the company 
from which ſhe had withdrawn, except to Lady 
Mary, who, with an aching heart, was obliged to 
preſide every evening at the table, and to ſhare their 
unfeeling mirth, till two or three o'clock in the 
morning. 

She was greatly afflicted with the thought of her 
aunt's approaching death, whoſe indulgence to her, 
however blameable, had made a deep impreſſion on 
her heart ; as this gave a more ſerious turn to her 
mind, ſhe could not ſee Lady Sheerneſs's great in- 
ſenſibility to what muſt happen after death without 
much concern, 'The great care that was taken to 
rob her of leiſure to refle on matters of ſuch high 
importance ſhocked her extremely; and ſhe was 
diſguſted with the behaviour of thoſe ſhe called her 
friends, who, ſhe plainly perceived, would have fallen 
into a total neglect of her, had ſhe not found means 
to render her houſe more amuſing to them, than any 
into which they could enter. She now ſaw that 
friendſhip exiſted not without eſteem; and that 
pleaſureable connections would break at the time 
they were moſt wanted. 

This courſe of life continued, till one evening 
Lady Sheerneſs was ſeized with a fainting fit at 
the card-table; and being carried to her bed, in 
half an hour departed to-a world of which ſhe had 
never thought, and for which ſhe was totally un- 
prepared. 82 As 
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td As Lady Mary was not able to return to the 
ha- company, they in decency, not in affliction, re- 


ven Having long expected this 'event, her grief was 
tire creater than her ſurprize. She ſent for the gentle- 
ime man who ſhe knew was her aunt's executor, that 
it ber will might be opened, and neceſſary directions 
any given for the funeral, Lady Mary had no doubt 
ad of ſucceeding to an eaſy fortune, and when the 
to will was · read, it confirmed her in that ſuppaſttion, 
eir by appointing her ſole heireſs. But the exccutor told 
the her he feared ſhe would find no inheritance. The 

will was made on her firſt coming to Lady Sheer- 
her neſs, when there was ſome remains of the money 
er, her lord had left her ; but he was well convinced, it 
had fince been not only entirely expended, but conſi- 
derable debts incurred. 

The truth of this account was ſoon evinced by the 
demands of numerous creditors. Lady Mary gave 
up all her aunt's effects, which fell ſhort of the 
debts, and remained herſelf in the ſame deſtitute 
condition from which Lady Sheerneſs had reſcued 
her. This was a very ſevere ſhock; ſhe had ſeen 
ſufficient proof of the little real friendſhip to be 
found in ſuch. faſhionable connections as ſhe had 
been engaged in, to know that ſhe had nothing to 
hope from any of her acquaintance. Her father 
had been at variance with moſt of his relations, 
and Lady Sheerneſs had kept up the quarrel. She 
had therefore little ex tation of aſſiſtance from 
them, in the only wiſh ſhe could form, which was, 
to obtzin a Der” Mt from the government, whereta 
her Tank ſeemed to entitle her. She ſaw no re- 
ſource but in the pride of ſome inſolent woman, 
who would like to have a perſon of her quality de- 


pendant on her; a proſpect far worſe than _— 
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Or poſſibly, good- nature might procure her a fe- 
ception among ſome of her acquaintance ; but as 
ſhe had nothing even to anſwer her perſonal ex. 
pences, how ſoon. would they grow weary of ſo 
chargeable a viſitor ? : 

While ſhe was oppreſſed. with theſe reflections 
and had nothing, before her eyes but the gloomy 
proſpect of extreme diſtreſs, ſhe received a meſſige 
from Lady Brumpton, who waited in her equipage 
at the door, defiring to be admitted to ſee her; for 
Lady Mary had given a general order to be denied, 
being unfit to. fee company, and unwilling to be 
expoſed to the inſulting condolence of many, whoſe 
envy at the ſplendor in which ſhe had lived, and the 
more than common regard that had uſually been 
fh-wn her, would have come merely to. enjoy the 
triumph they felt on her preſent humiliation. 

Lady Brumpton was widow to Lady Mary's 
balf brother. She had been a private gentlewoman 
of good family, but ſmall fortune; by marrying 
whom, her Lord had given ſuch offence to his fa- 
ther, that he would never after admit him to his 
preſence. Lady Sheerneſs had ſhewn the ſame re- 
ſentment, and there no longer ſubſiſted any com- 
munication between the families. Lord Brumpton 
rr been dead about three years, and left no chil- 

en. 

His widow was ſtill a fine woman. She was by 
nature generous and humane, her temper perfectly 
good, her underſtanding admirable. She had been 
educated with great care, was very accompliſhed, 
had read a great deal, and with excellent taſte ; 
ſhe had great quickneſs of parts, and a very un- 
common ſhare of wit. Her beauty firſt gained her 
much admiration : but when ſhe was better known, 
the charms of her underſtanding ſeemed to 2 
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thoſe of her perſon. Her converſation was gene- 


ally courted, her wit and learning were the perpe- 


tual ſubjects of panegyric in verſe and proſe, which 
unhappily ſerved to increaſe her only failing, vanity, 
ud tempted her to ſeek to be admired for various 
nerits. Lo recommend her perſon ſhe ſtudied dreſs, 
and went to a conſiderable expence in ornaments. 
To ſhew her taſte, ſhe diſtinguiſhed herſelf by the 
elegance of her houſe, ſurniture and equipage. To 
prove her fondneſs for literature, ſhe collected a 
conſiderable library; and, to ſhew that all her eſ- 
rem was not engroſſed by the learned dead, ſhe ca- 
refled all living geniuſes ; all were welcome to her 
houſe, from the ragged philoſopher, to the rhiming 
peer; but while ſhe only exchanged adulation with 
the latter, ſhe generouſly relieved the neceſſities of 
the former. She aimed at making her houſe a little 
academy ; all the arts and ſciences were there diſ- 
culled ;- and none dared to enter who did not think 
themſelves qualified to ſhine, and partake of: the 
luſtre which was diffuſed round this aſſembly. 
Though encircled by ſcience. and flattery, Lad 
Mary's diſtreſs reached Lady Brumpton's ears, an 
brought her to that young lady's door, who was 
ſurpriſed at the unexpected viſit, but could not re- 
fuſe her admittance. Lady Brumpton began by 
apologizing for her ome! 5 but excuſed her- 
ſelf on the great deſire ſhe had of being acquainted 
with ſo near a relation of her Lord's, who, as ſhe 
was too ,young to have any ſhare in the unhappy 
diviſions in the family, ſhe was perſuaded was free 
from thoſe ill- grounded reſentments, which the 
malice and impertinence of tale-bearers are always 
watchful to improve; and when ſhe conſidered her- 
ſelf as the firſt occaſion of the quarrel, ſhe thought 
it her duty, in regard to her deceaſed Lord's me- 
| | mory, 
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mory, to offer that protection his ſiſter might juſtly 
— from her, and which her youth rendered 
neceſſary. pA 

_ Mary was charmed with the politeneſs of 
Lady Brumpton's addreſs, but ſtill more with the 
generoſity of her behaviour in ſeeking her out, at 
a time when ſo many were diligent to avoid her, 
The acknowledgements ſhe made for the favour 
done her, ſpoke as. much in her recommendation 
as her perſon. Lady Brumpton, after ſome conver- 
fation, told her ſhe 4 
the could not well ſuffer a denial ; this was no other 
than that * ſhe would leave that melancholy houſe, 
© and make her's the place of her fixed abode ; for 
© as, by Lord Brumpton's will, he had bequeathed 
| © her his whole fortune, ſhe ſhould not enjoy it 
© with peace of mind, if his ſiſter did not ſhare in 
the poſſeſſion. | 
Tais very agreeable invitation filled Lady Mary 
with joy and ſurprize. She made a proper return 
to Lady Brumpton for her generoſity, and they 
agreed, that Lady Mary ſhould remoye to her houle 
the next day. | 
When Lady Mary was left alone to reflect on this 
unexpected piece of good fortune, and conſidered 
the diſtreſs he had been in but two hours before, 
and from which ſhe was now fo happily delivered; 
when ſhe reflected on the many calamities where- 
with- from her childhood ſhe had been threatened, 
and by what various means ſhe had been ſaved ſo 
often from ruin, ſhe could not forbear thinking 
that ſhe was indeed the care of that Being, who had 
hitherto. employed fo little of her thoughts. Such 
frequent mercies as ſhe had received, ſometimes 


in being preſerved from the fatal conſequences of 


her own follies, at others in being relieved from 
"i a 


1 


ad a requeſt to make, to which 


de unavo 
pſed, aw 
the rere 
r con 
Feed in 
hewed he 
pation, 7 
lone be 


COT 


burce of 
tone wo 
tate of m 


magined 
it require 
ent of tri 


r tank 


litruſt t 
received 
She h. 
under tl 
lady 3 by 
were, nc 
it did n 
nther r: 
into a ſu 
tion ſhe 
lhe hope 
ns, too 
n thi 
her at t 
They w 
room, v 
ſhe had 
which 
and defi 


Laly Many Jonss. 1783 


te unavoidable diſtreſſes to which ſhe had been ex- 
zoſed, awakened in her mind a lively gratitude to 
te ſupreme Diſpoſer of all human events. The 
por conſolations to which her aunt had been re- 
tuced in the melancholy concluſion of her life, 
hewed her, that happineſs did not conſiſt in diſſi- 
nation, nor in tumultuous pleafures, and could 
zone be found in ſomething which every age and 
wery condition might enjoy. Reaſon ſeemed the 
burce of perpetual content, and ſhe fancied that 
lone would afford a ſatisfaction ſuitable to every 
fate of mind and body. Some degree of religion ſhe 
magined neceſſary, and that to perform the duties 
t required was requiſite to our peace. But the ex- 
ent of true _ ſhe had never conſidered, though 


Ir 
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ler — fortune told her, that ſne ought to 
be thankful for the bleſſings conferred, and not 
litruſt the care of Providence, of which ſhe had 
received ſuch ſignal proofs, 

She had often heard Lady Brumpton ridiculed 
under the appellation of a genius and a learned 
lady ; but when ſhe recollected who thoſe perſons 
were, no other than the open profeſſors of folly, 
It did not prejudice that lady in her opinion, but 
nther raiſed her expectation of being introduced 
into a ſuperior race of beings, for whoſe converſa- 
tion ſhe knew herſelf unqualified, but from whom 
he hoped for ſome improvement to her underſtand- 
ns, too long neglected. 

n this diſpoſition of mind Lady Brumpton found 
her at the hour that ſhe had appointed to fetch her, 
They went directly inte Lady Brumpton's dreſſing- 
room, who preſented Lady Mary with a ſettlement 
ſhe had prepared of a — pounds a year, 
which ſhe begged her to accept for her cloaths ; 
and deſired, that whenever ſhe found it — 
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ſhe would draw on her for more: ſh 

time, made her the firſt payment. 2 — M 17 
Lady Mary now entering into a new ſet of com- 

pany, frequently found herfelf entirely at a loſs; for 

the was fo totally unacquainted with the ſubjects 


complace 
herſelf, : 
qualities, 
whom f 
which C 


of their diſcourſe, that ſhe underſtoed the 
as little as if they had talked another ck md calle 
ſhe told Lady Brumpton how much ſhe was — who obj 
cerned at her own ignorance, and begged ſhe v belier 
would give her ſome directions what ſhe ſhould ſl 
read. That lady, whoſe chief aim was to ſhine, I Eon 
recommended to her the things moſt likely to fall vecahon. 
into converſation, that ſhe might be qualified to ance vv 
bear her part in it. Lady Mary took her advice (King 8 
and read ſome moral efſays, juſt. publiſhed ; then 2 be. 
new play ; after that the hiſto of one ſhort period, FIN 
and ended with a volume of ſermons then much in The 
faſhion, When ſhe began to examine what ſhe had ul 
acquired by her ſtudies, ſhe- found ſuch a confuſton pared r 
in her memory, where an hiſtorical anecdote was Indeed 
crouded by a moral ſentiment, and a ſcrap of a play my 
interwoven into a ſermon, that ſhe determined to rerfatior 
diſcontinue that miſcellaneous reading, and begin I n was 
23 eg courſe, leaving to others 37 57 
rivilege of ſit in } 

des ting in judgment on every new de next 
In this fituation Lady Mary continued ſome nel "Its 
years, without any mortification, except what ſhe they 7 

felt from ſeeing the canſequences of Lady Brump- 11 
ton's too great vanity. It led her into expences, greateſt 
which, though they did not conſiderably impair her Wi Ces d 
fortune, yet ſo far ſtraightened it, that ſhe fre- We, on 
quently had not power to indulge the generoſity ot oe tho! 
ber mind, where it would have done her honour, kirmiſt 
and have. yielded her ſolid ſatifaction. The adu- 3 
N 


lation which ſhe received with too much viſible 
complacency, 
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mc complacency, inſpired her with ſuch an opinion of 
herſelf, as led her to deſpiſe thoſe of leſs ſhining 
m- qualities, and not to treat any with proper civility, 
for whom ſhe had not fome particular defire to pleaſe. 
e lich often gave ſevere pangs to baſhful merit, 
ot EY ind called her real ſuperiority in queſtion ; for thoſe 
eig who obſerved ſo great a weakneſs, were tempted 
1s believe her underſtanding rather glittering than 
folid. The defire of err to her houſe ever 
perſon who had gained a reputation for * 
decaſioned many to be admitted, whoſe acquain- 
tance were a diſgrace to her, and who artfully 
king advantage of her weakneſs, by exceſs of 


"fey, found means of impoſing on her to any de- 
1 gte they pleaſed. - 3 ; 

in The turn of converſation at her houſe was ridi- 
a fuſed in every other company, by people who ap- 
n WY peared moſt defirous of being in her parties. 


indeed it was capable of being ſo; the extreme en- 
leayour to ſhine, took off from that eaſe in con- 
rerſation which is its greateſt charm, | Every per- 
ſon was like a bent bow, ready to ſhoot forth an 
arow; which had no ſooner darted to the other 
ide of the room, than it fell to the ground, and 
the next perſon picked it up, and made a new ſhoat 
with it. Like the briſk lightning in the Rehearſal, 
they gave flaſh for flaſh; and they were continu- 
ally friving whoſe wit ſhould go off with the 
greateſt report. Lady Mary, who has naturally a a 

great deal of vivacity, and a fufficient ſhare of 
wit, made no bad figure in the brilliant aſſembly: 
for though ſhe perceived an abſurdity in theſe mock 
ſkirmiſhes of genius, yet ſhe thought proper to 
conform to her * but ſaw plainly that a 
rightly look, and lively elocution made the 


chief 


— 
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chief merit of the beſt bons mats that were uttered 


among the. 

After ſhe had ſpent about five years with Lad 
Brumpton, this lady was ſeized with a nervous fe 
ver, which all the art of her phyſicians could nc 
entirely conquer. Her ſpirits were extremely af 
fected, and her friends deereaſed in their attentions 
as her vivacity decayed. She had indeed alway 
been ſuperior to her company, in every requiſite tc 
pleaſe and entertain, therefore, when ſhe could not 
bear her part, the converſation flagged ; they dwin 
dled from ſomething like wit into oddity, and the 
ſunk into dullneſs. She was no longer equally qua 
lified to pleaſe or to. be pleaſed; her mind was not 
at uniſon with ſhallow jeſters, and therefore the 
could make no harmony. | 
Her diſorder wore her extremely, and turned te 
an atrophy. In that gradual decay ſhe often told 
Lady Mary, * ſhe was awakened from a dream of 
* vanity ; ſhe ſaw how much a deſire to gain the 
* applauſe of a few people, had made her forget 
the more neceſſary aim of obtaining the appro- 
* bation. of. her. Creator. She had indeed no cri- 
* minal action to lay to her charge; but how 
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© ſhould ſhe ? vanity preſerved her from doing 
* any thing which imagined would expoſe her 
© to cenſure, She had done ſome things com- 
* mendable, but ſhe feared the deſire of being com- 
* mended, was part of her motive. The humility 
and calmneſs of a true chriſtian diſpoſition had 
appeared to her meanneſs of ſpirit or affectation, 
and a religious life as the extremeſt dullneſs ; but 
no too late ſhe ſaw her error, and was ſenſible 
6 ſhe had never been in the path of happineſs. 
© She had not erred from want of knowledge, but 


from the ſtrong impulſe of vanity, which led ow 
| 0 


were of 


of a ſize 
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ito neglect it; but ſickneſs, by lowering her ſpi- 
tits, had taken away the falſe glare which dazzled 
(her eyes, and reſtored ker to her ſight.” 

Lady Brumpton was ſenſible of her approaching 
tath forme weeks before ſhe expired, and was 
4 reſigned. Lady Mary had a ſecond time 
tle m 


klactreſs and relation whom ſhe ſincerely loved. 
lady Brumpton, to remove from her any anxiety 
n her own account, acquainted her, as ſoon as her 
liſeaſe became deſperate, that ſhe had bequeathed 
er ten thouſand pounds, and all her plate and 
krels. | 

Lady Mary found this information true, and re- 
red the ſum. She was tenderly concerned for 
tie loſs of ſo good a friend ; and by the various 
arcumſtances of her life, and the many bleſſings 
tltowed on her, had a heart ſo touched with the 
paatneſs of divine mercy, that her mind took a 
nore ſerious turn than common; and, taught by 
de experience of Lady Sheerneſs and Lady — 
bn, the futility of thoſe enjoyments ſo general] 
urſued, became weary of the multitude in whic 
he had long lived, and being in ſearch of a retire- 
tent when ſhe met Mrs. Morgan and Mrs. Mancel 
t Tunbridge, as I have already told you, came 
liter with them. 

Mrs. Maynard was not a little wearied with ſo 
lng a narrative, and therefore left us ſoon after ſhe 
tad concluded it; but Lamont and I remained in 
be park till dinner. 


e upon the water, a ſcheme very agreeable to us 
were of the party. We got into a very neat boat, 


fa ſize ſufficient to contain a large company, and 
| "Pe which 


ancholy office of cloſing the eyes of a be- 


In the afternoon the Ladies propoſed we ſhould 


ll; ſome of the inhabitants of the other community 


I 


thy obſervation; and I was particularly attentive, 
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which was rowed by the ſervants of the family. We 
went about three miles up the river, with great 
pleaſure, and landed juſt by a neat houſe, where we 
underſtood we were to drink tea. The miſtreſs o 
it received us with joy, and told the ladies ſhe had 
longed to ſee them, their young folks having quits 
finiſhed her houſe, which ſhe be ged leave to fhew 


us. Its extreme neatneſs rendered it an object wor- 


this viſit 
In the ri 
bcked ; 
bined, a 
i, N. 
po at t 
acellent 


as its ſize ſuiting my plan of life, I determined to 
wbliſhec 


copy it. 


he rooms were neither large nor numerous, but ail pie 

mit of them hung with paper, and prettily adorn- h a « 
ed. There were ſeveral very good drawings framed ite amu 
with ſhells, elegantly put together; and a couple books, I 
of cabinets deſigned for uſe, but they became orna- The f 
mental by being painted, and ſea-weeds ſtuck there- WiW{lightfu 
on, which, by their variety, and the happy diſpoſi- WW ſupp 
tion of them, rendered the doors, and each of the The n 
drawers, a diſtin landſcape. Many other little nd rem 
pieces of furniture were by the ſame art made very {WiWhewing 
pretty and curious. I learnt in a wiſper from Mrs. Mig, con 
Maynard, that this gentlewoman was widow to the her fi 
late miniſter of the pariſh, and was left at his death bund ab 
with five ſmall children, in very bad circumſtances. ud perf 
The ladies of Millenium Hall immediately raiſed {Wulneſle: 
her drooping ſpirits, ſettled an income upon her, me lea 
took this houſe, furniſhed it, and lent her ſome of N ious { 
their girls to affiſt in making up the furniture, and Watters K 
decorating it, 2 to the good woman's taſte. ect the 
She carried us into her little garden, neat to an ex - WWfrriectl y 
ceſs, and filled with flowers, which we found ſome ¶ ¶ ere of 
of her children tying up and putting in order, while re we 
the younger were playing about, all dreſſed with ud ſhin 
the Gums exact neatneſs as herſelf, N one fi; 
en's wi 


When 
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When we had performed this little progreſs, we 
bund tea ready, and ſpent the afternoon with greater 
geaſure, for ob ſerving the high gratification which 
tis viſit ſeemed to afford the miſtreſs of the houſe. 
u the room where we ſat was a book-caſe well 
bcked ; my curioſity was great to ſee what it con- 
ained, and one of the ladies, to whom I mentioned 
i indulged me by opening it herſelf, and, on look- 
pe at the books, I found they conſiſted of ſome 
acellent treatiſes of divinity, ſeveral little things 
ubliſhed for the uſe of children, and calculated to 
oſtil piety and knowledge into their infant minds, 
nth a collection of our beſt periodical papers, for (i! 
de amuſement of lighter hours. Moſt of theſe "x 
books, I learnt, were Mrs. Mancel's preſent. 
1a The fineneſs of the evening made our return very | 
re-elghtful, and we had time for a little concert be- | 
{1- We ſupper. li 
he The next morning I called up Lamont very early, g 
tle nd reminded the houſe-keeper of her promiſe of 
ry MW ewing us the ſchools ; which ſhe readily perform- 
rs. Mig, conducted us firft to a very large cottage, or - 
he rer five or fax cottages laid together. Here we 
th bund about fifty girls, clad in a very neat uniform, 
es. ad perfectly clean, already ſeated at their reſpective 
fed luineſſes; ſome writing, others caſting accounts, 
er, ne learning leſſons by heart, ſeveral employed in 
of WW'arious ſorts of - needle-work, a few ſpinning, and 
nd chers knitting, with two ſhool-miſtreſſes to in- 
te. I ect them. The ſchool-room was very large and 
x- nrfectly clean, the fourms and chairs they fat on 
ne ere of wood as white as poſſible; on ſhelves 
ile re wooden bowls and trenchers equally white, 
th nd ſhining pewter and brafs ſeemed the ornaments 
one ſide of the room, while pieces of the chil- 
en's work of various kinds decorated the other; 
little 
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hich takes not up too much room; and it is pretty 
t ſee their little ſeats, their arbours, and beds of 
pwers, according to their ſeveral taſtes. As ſoon 
Wi: ſchool breaks up, they run with as much eager- 
jeſs and joy to their garden, as other children do 
Þ their childiſh ſports; and their higheſt pleaſure 
b the approbation- their patroneſſes give to their 
xrformances. They likewiſe take it by turns to 


them to a cleanlineſs, which could not by any other 
neans be preſerved. | 


Ju From this ſchool we went to one inſtituted for 
"I boys, which conſiſted of about half the number, and 
hc vod of them ſmall, as they are diſmiſſed to labour 


ſoon as they are able to perform any work, ex- 
cept incapacitated by ill health. 'T his is inſtituted 
n much the ſame principles as the other, and eve 
boy .of five years old has his little ſpade and rake, 
Mick he is taught to exerciſe. 
We returned from our little tour time enough 
br prayers, with minds well prepared for them, 
ly the view of ſuch noble fruits of real piety. 
Indeed, the "Ateward who, reads them, does it 
with ſuch. extreme propriety, and ſuch humble 
nd ſincere devotion, as is alone ſufficient to 
Wir the attention, and warm the hearts of his 
tearers, 
After breakfaſt was over, we got Mrs. Maynard 
b accompany us into the garden, ſhe, in complai- 
ance to us, abſtaining while we were at the hall, 
tom her ſhare in the daily viſits the ladies pay to 
lteir ſeveral inſtitutions, and to the poor and ſick 
n their village. Their employments are great, but 
beir days are proportionable, for they are always 
Ip by five o'clock, and by their example the people 
the village riſe nally early ; at that hour one 
I ſees 
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o the buſineſs of the houſe, and emulation excites 
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ſees them all engaged in their ſeveral bufineſſe 
with an aſſiduity, which in other places is nd 
awakened till much later. FA 
I called on Mrs. Maynard. to continue her taſk 
which, without any previous ceremony, ſhe dic 
as follows. | 
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| R. Selvyn, the younger brother of an ancient 
family, whoſe fortune was inferior to the rank 
held in the country, where it had long been. 
ied, was placed in trade in London; but his 
ſs not anſwering his hopes, he gave it up be- 
r it was too late to ſecure himſelf a ſmall ſub- 
ſence, and Tetired into the country, when Miſs 
Bryn was about five years old. His wife had been 
kd two years; thus his little girl's education de- 
red entirely on himſelf. 
tle bred her up genteelly, though his fortune 
8 ſmall; and as he was well qualified for the part, 
tame himſelf her tutor, and executed that office 


well, that at twelve years old ſhe excelled all 
young ladies in the neighbourhood of her own 
5 in French, and writing, either for hand or 
le; and in the great propriety and grace with 
ich ſhe read Engliſh. She had no ſmall know- 
Woe of accounts; ox had made ſome progreſs. 
| 2 | „ 
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in the ſtudy of hiſtory. Her perſon was elegant 
and Banne and her temper and manner perfectly 
engaging; but yet theſe charms could not induc 
the neighbouring families to forgive her for excel- 
ling other girls in her aecompliſhments. 
hey cenſured Mr. Selvyn, for giving bis 

© daughter an education, to which her fortune was 
io little ſuited, and thought he would have done 
© better to have bred her up to houſewifery, anc 
qualified her for the wife of an honeſt tradeſman; 
for part of what he had was known to be a life in 
come; a ſmall ne cure having been procured hi 
by his friends in town, before he retired into the 
count). 1 1 > 
The cenſures of thoſe who love to ſhew: their 
own wiſdom by blaming others, had little effect o 
Mr. Selvyn; he continued his diligence in cul 
tivating his litfle girl's mind; and even taugh 
himſelf many things, that he might be able to in 
ſtrut her. If he did not breed her up in a man 
ner to gain a ſubſiſtence by the moſt uſual means 
he however qualified her to ſubſiſt on little; he 
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taught her true frugality without narrowneſs o enger 
mind; and made her ſee how few of all the e- moſt 

pences the world ran into were neceſſary to hap ; can b 
pineſs. He deprived her of all temptations to pur! to ſay 
chaſe pleaſures, by inſtructing her to ſeek only i ve. nc 


herſelf for them; and by the various accompliſh 
ments he had given her, prevented that vacuity 0 
mind, which leads people to ſeek external amuſe 
ments. The day was not ſufficient for her em 
eee therefore ſhe could not be reduced tt 
trifle away any part of it, for fear of its lying heav 
on her hands. 2 I 
Thus Miſs Selvyn was bred a philoſopher from 
her cradle ; but was better inftrutted in the doc 
| 7 trin 
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tine of the ancient moraliſts, than in the principles 
of Chriſtianity. Mr. Selyyn, was not abſolutely a 
free-thinker; he had no vices that made him an 
memy to Chriſtianity ; nor that pride which tempts 
people to contradict a religion generally received; 
he did not apprehend that difhelief was a proof of 
wiſdom, nor wifhed to leflen the faith of others, 
but was in himſelf ſceptical; he doubted of what 
he could not entirely comprehend, and ſcemed to 
think thoſe things at leaſt improbable which were 
not level to his underſtanding, He avoided the ſub- 
ect with Miſs Selvyn, he could not teach her what 
b did not believe; but choſe to leave her free to 
form that judgment, which ſhould in time ſeem moſt 
ntional to her. 3 
I could not forbear interrupting Mrs. Maynard, 
v ſignify my approbation of Mr. Selvyn's conduct 
n this particular, as the only inſtance I had ever 
net with of a candid mind, in one who had a 
endency towards infidelity 3 for © I never knew 
any who were not angry with thofe that believed 
more than themſelves, and who were not more 
' eager to bring others over to their opinions than 
moſt foreign miſſionaries ; + yet ſurely nothing 
' can be more abſurd; for theſe men will not dare 
to ſay that the virtues which Chriſtianity requires 
are not indiſpenſible duties; on the contrary, 
they would have us imagine they are moſt ſin- 
' cerely. attached to them; what advantage then 
can accrue' to any one, from being deprived of 
' the certainty of a reward for his obedience ? 
If we deny revelation, we muſt acknow 
' this point to be very uncertain ;_ it was the ſub- 
ject of diſpute and doubt among all the philo- 
ſophers of antiquity; and we have but a poor 
' dependance_ for ſo great a blefling, if we reſt 
our expectation where they did theirs, - Can a 
| K 3 man 


196 THE HISTORY or 


man therefore be rendered happier by being de 
* prived of this certainty? Or can we ſuppoſe h 
© will be more virtuous, becauſe we have remove 
© all the motives that ariſe from hope and fear 
And yet what elſe can excuſe an infidel's deſi 
to make converts? Nothing. Nor can any thi 
occaſion it but a fecret conſciouſneſs that he 
in the wrong, which tempts him to with for t 
countenance of more affociates in his error; th 
likewiſe can alone give riſe to his rancour again 
thoſe who believe” more than himſelf ; he fee 
them à tacit reproach to him, which to his pri 
is infupportable.' © 

But, faid Lamont, do you imagine that a free 


AAA AA * 


i a This 
© thinker may, not be certain of a. future ſtate ?? | Mr. 8. 
Not poſitively, anſwered Mrs. Maynard; if 2 
* is certain of that point, he is a believer witho de. - 
« owning it; he muſt have had his certainty fro! nas 
* Scripture; all the reaſon he boaſts can only ſhe. Far 
it probable, and that probability is loaded wie: | = 
* ſo many difficulties, as will much weaken hop dd no 
Where can reaſon fay immortality ſhall ſtop. - 
* We muſt allow that Omnipotence may beſtow Wi af 
on ſuch ranks of being as he pleaſes: But ho which 
can reaſon tell us to whom he has given it irely - 
Whether to all creation, or no part of it? Pri fulneſe 
indeed makes man claim it for imſelf, but de CO 
it to others; and yet the ſuperior intelligen Fay 
« perceivable in ſome brutes, to what appears I 
© ſome of his own ſpecies, ſhould raiſe doubts He £ 
< him who has nothing but the reaſonings of * 
© own Rk, to go upon, But to proceſ nat y 
© with my, ſubject.” _ ES — | 
The minifter of the pariſh wherein Mr. Sed = M 
dwelt, was a gentleman of great learning and (tri. — 
Jad every virtue in the moſt amiat 


probity. He hac rs 
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legree, and a gentleneſs and humility of mind 
yhich is the - maſt , agreeable characteriſtio of his 
nofeſſion. He had a ſtrong ſenſe of the duties of 
lis function, and dedicated his whole time to the 
performance of them. He did not think his in- 
iructions ſhould be confined to the pulpit; but ſen- 
ible. that the ignorant were much more effeQually 
tught.in familiar converſation, than by preaching ; 
be viſited frequently the very ——_ of his pa- 
nſhioners z — by the humility of his behaviour, 
x much as by his bounty, (for he diſtributed great 
part of his income among the neceffitous) he gained 
the affections of the people fo entirely, that his ad- 
ice was all- powerful with them. 
This gentleman's great recreation was viſiting 
Mr. Selvyn, whoſe ſenſe and knowledge rendered 
lis converſation extremely entertaining, and Mits 
delvy.n's company was a great addition to the good 
ninifter's pleaſure; he took delight in ſeeing her, 
s Hamlet ſays, bear her faculties ſo. meekly." 
dhe was entirely void' of conceit and vanity, and 
did not ſeem to have found out that her know- 
edge exceeded that of moſt perſons of her age, 
it leaſt ſhe looked upon it as a caſual advantage, 
which reflected no, honour to herſelf, but was en- 
tirely owing to Mr. Selvyn. Her youthful chear- 
fulneſs enlivened the party, without rendering the 
converſation leſs; ſolid ; and her amiable diſpotition 
. the good miniſter particularly anxious for her 
welfare. | 
He ſoon found out Mr. Selvyn's ſcepticiſm, and 
endeavoured, to remove it. He repreſented to him 
that his not being able to underſtand the moſt 
* myſterious parts of Chniſtianity was no argument 
' againſt the truth of them. That there were 
many things in nature, Whoſe certainty he by no 
means doubted, and yet was totally ignorant of 
K 4 the 
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the methods whereby many of them its pr 
and even of the off of ſome of — 1 — 
he ſay what purpoſe the fiery comet anſwers ? * 
How is its motion produced, ſo regular in its wy 
period, ſo unequal in its motion, and ſo ex ne 
centric in its courfe ? Of many other things ning E 
is in reality ay ignorant, only being able to form " Y 
a ſyſtem, which*feems to ſuit in ſome particulars is 
he imagines he has difcovered the whole and Ys 
will think ſo till fome new ſyſtem takes place 2 
and the old one is exploded. He aſked. Mr. r 
Selvyn, If they deſcended to the meaneſt objects, oor fn 
in what manner could they account for the poly- ke 
pus's property of fupplying that part of its bod „5 
which ſhall be cut away ? That inſect alone of pq 
all the creation, does not continue maimed by he 
amputation, but multiplies by it. To what can Under 
we attribute this difference in an inſect, which in ak, 
all particulars befide reſembles ſo many others! * 
Vet who doubts of the reality of chele things ? . 7 
If we cannot comprehend the ſmalleſt works of 1 
almighty wifdom, can we expect to fathom that TY 
wiſdom itſelf ? And fay that ſuch things he can- * of 
not do, or cannot chooſe, becauſe the ſame effects _ 
could be produced by other means? Man no 1k, 
doubt might exert the fame functions under an- * 
other form, why then has he this he now wears! 7 | 
Who will not reply, becauſe his Maker choſe it, br be 
and choſe it as ſeeing it beſt. Is not this the be- 
proper anſwer on all occaſions, when the decrees . 
of the Almighty are diſcuſſed? Facts only are 1 
obvious to our reaſon; we muſt judge of them 4 
by the evidence of their reality; if that is ſuff- I pros. 
cient to eſtabliſn the facts; why, or how they W. 


were produced, is beyond our eomprehenſion. 
Let us learn that finite minds cannot judge of 


infinite wiſdom, and confine our reaſon within 
its 
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© its proper ſphere.” By theſe, and many other ar- 


ed, euments, Mr. Selvyn was brought to believe the 
ud pombility of what he did not comprehend; and by 
rs ! this worthy olergyman's' care, Miſs Selvyn was 
its naught the truths of Chriſtianity, which, though the 
* poll neceſſary of all things, was at firſt the only 
an one neglected. een 

rm In this retired ſituation they continued til] Miſs 
IS, elvyn was near ſeventeen years old; Mr. Selvyn 
nd Wl then determined to remove to London; and taking 
oy 2 ſmall houſe in Park-ſtreet, fix& his abode there. 
lr, Lady Emilia Reynolds lived the next door; and ſoom 
ts, iter their arrival made them a viſt ; a compliment, 
A- BW the faid, ftie looked upon as due t ſo near a neigh- 
dy dour. Some other ladies in the fame ſtreet follow- 
of ed her example, and in a very ſhort time Miſs Sel-- 
by 'yyn was introduced into as large an. acquaintance as 


was agreeable to her, for ſhe was naturally averſe ta 
much diffipation, 

Lady Emilia Reynolds was a fingle lady of very 
large ae, her age upwards of thirty, her per- 
fon fine, her manner gentle and pleaſing, and an 


at air of dejection did not render her countenance the 
9 eſs engaging. She was grave and ſenſible, and 
1 kept 2 great deal of good company, without en- 


tering into a way of life. Miſe Selvyn's mo- 
deſty and ſenſe ſeemed to. have great charms 
for her; ſhe cultivated a friendſhip: with her, not- 
withſtanding ſome- diſparity: in. their ages; and: nei- 
ther of them appeared fo happy as. when they were 
ther. | A N 

r. Selvyn could not be diſpleaſed at an inti- 
macy ſo deſirable; nor eould Miſs Selvyn be more 
properly introduced into the world, than by a. per- 
lon. of Lily Emilia's reſpectable character. 


* 
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At her houſe Miſs Selvyn ſaw a great deal of che ap; 
good company, and Eng generally liked, that as her 
many intreated Lady Emilia to bring her to them, ſelf as 
whenever her ladyſhip favoured them with a viſit. now | 
Theſe invitations were generally complied with, as than 1 
under ſuch a vroteQreſs Miſs Selvyn might properly that ii 
venture to any place. Lady Sheerneſs was one of tivating 
this number, whoſe rank, and ſome degree of rele- her. 
tionſhip, brought her acquainted with Lady Emilia, Thi 
though the different turn of their minds, and their Selvyn 
very oppolite taſte of life, prevented any intimacy Lady 

between them. Lady Emilia was not blind to Lady too m 
Sheerneſs's follies, but ſhe eſteemed them objects diſſolu 
of her compaſſion, not of her cenſure; nicely cir- ber in 
cumſpect in her own conduct, ſhe judged with the throug 
extremeſt lenity of the behaviour of others, ready to Her 2 
attempt excuſing them to the world, and not even the 
ſuffering herſelf to blame what ſhe could not ap- ſolatio 
prove; ſhe ſincerely pitied Lady Mary Jones, who Mi 
ſeemed by fortune ſacrificed to folly; and ſhe was pound 
in continual fear leſt ſhe ſhould fall a victim to thoug 
that imprudence, which in her caſe was almoſt una- Lond 
voidablee. 5 18 her t. 

By this means Miſs Selvyn became acquainted ladyſt 
with Lady Mary, and was the young woman I be- count 


fore mentioned, as Lady Mary's adviſer and con- 
ductor, in putting an end to Lord Robert St. 
George's courtſhip. - | 
Not long ofter ſhe had the ſatisfaction of thus 
aſſiſting a young lady, whoſe failings gave her al- 
moſt as many charms as they robbed her of, ſhe 
had the misfortune to loſe Mr. Selyyn. All that a 
child could feel for the loſs of a tender parent Miſs 
Selvyn ſuffered. His death was not ſo ſudden, but 
that it afforded him time to ſettle his affairs, and 
to give every direction to Miſs Selvyn, which he 
thought might ſave her from all embarraſſment — 
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the approaching event. He recommended to her, 
2s her fortune would be but ſmall, to attach her- 
ſelf as much as poſſible to Lady Emilia, ſince ſhe 
now became ſtill more neceſſary as a protectreſs, 
than ſhe had before been deſirable as a friend, and 
that _ intereſt as much as gratitude required her cul- 
tivating the affection that Lady had already ſhewn 
027 i” | 41 
The latter motive was ſufficient to influence Nits 
Selvyn, whoſe heart ſincerely returned the regard 
Lady Emilia had for her ; but at that time ſhe was 
too much affected with Mr. Selvyn's approaching 
diſſolution to think of any thing elite. His care for 
her in his laſt moments, ſtill more endeared him, who 
through life had made her happineſs his principal ſtudy. 
Her affliction was extreme, nor could Lady Emilia 
by the tendereſt care for ſome time afford her any con- 

ſolation. | 
Miſs Selvyn found herſelf heireſs to three thouſand 
pounds; a fortune which exceeded her expectation, 
though it was not- ſufficient to ſuffer her to live in 
London with convenience. Lady Emilia invited 
her to her houſe; and as the ſpring advanced, her 
ladyſhip inclining to paſs the fine ſeaſon in the 
country, hired a houſe about a hundred miles from 
London, which ſhe had formerly been fond of, and 
was but juſt become empty. She had been but 
little out of town for ſome years, and went to her 
new habitation with pleaſure, Miſs Selvyn had bid 
adieu without regret to every thing but Lady Mary 
Jones, for whom ſhe had conceived a real affecti- 
on, which firſt -took its riſe from compaſſion, and 
was ſtrengthened by the great docility with which 
ſhe followed her advice about Lord Robert, and the 
reſolution with which ſhe conquered her inclina- 
tion, Lady Mary grieved to loſe one whom ſhe 
oh $2; K 6 eſteemed 
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eſteemed ſo prudent and faithful a friend, and con- 
ſidered her departure as a real misfortune ; but they 
agreed to keep up a regular correſpondence as the 
beſt ſubſtitute to converſation. COT 

The country was perfectly agreeable to Lady 
Emilia and her young friend. The life they led 
was moſt ſuitable to their inclinations, and winter 
brought with it no deſires to return to London; 
whereupon Lady Emilia diſpoſed of her houſe 
there, and ſettled quite in the country. They were 
both extremely fond of reading, and in this they 
ſpent moſt of their time. Their regular way of 
life, and the benefits of air and exerciſe, ſeemed to 
abate the dejection before ſo viſible in Lady Emi- 
lia; and ſhe never appeared to want any other 
converſation than that of Miſs Selvyn, whom ſhe 
loved with a tenderneſs ſo juſtly due to her 
merit, | * 
After they had been ſettled about two years in 
the country, Lord Robert St. George, who was 
colonel] of a regiment quartered in the town not far 
from them, came to examine into the ſtate of his 
_ regiment, and having at that time no other en- 
gagement, and the lodgings he had taken juſt out 
of the town being finely ſituated, he determined 
to make ſome ſtay there. Here he” renewed his 
flight. acquaintance with Lady Emilia and Miſs 
Selvyn; and by favour of his vicinity ſaw them 
often. Lord Robert's heart was too ſuſceptible of 
ſoft impreſſions, not to feel the influence of Miſs 
Selvyn's charms. He was ftrongly captivated by 
her excellent underſtanding and engaging manner; 
as for her perſon, he had known many more beau- 
tiful, though none more pleafing ; but the uncom- 
mon turn of her mind, her gentleneſs, and ſen- 
{ible modeſty, had attractions that were — 

N or 
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Lord Robert's attachment ſoon became viſible 
but Miſs Selvyn knew him too well to think his 
audreſſes very flattering, and by his behaviour to 
Lady Mary Jones, feared ſome inſulting declara- 
tion; but from. theſe apprehenſions he ſoon deli- 
rered her. Real affection conquering that aſſu- 
nnce which nature had firſt given, and fucceſs en- 
creaſed ; he had not cou to. declare his paſſion 
to her, but applied to Lady Emilia, to acquaint 
her friend with his love, and begged her intereſt in 
bis behalf, fearing that withour it, Mifs Selvyn's 
reſerve would not ſuffer her to liſten to his ad- 
dreſſes. | | TER 
Lady Emilia promiſed to report all he had ſaid, 
and accordingly gave Mifs Selvyn a circumſtantial 
account of the whole converſation, wherein Lord 
Robert had laid before her the ſtate of his fortune, 
which was ſufficient for a woman of her prudence ; 
and ſhe added, that © ſhe did not ſee how Mis 
( Selvyn could expect to be addreſſed by a man 
more eligible, whether ſhe confidered his birth, 
his fortune, or his perſon and accompliſhments.” 
Mifs Selvyn was a little ſurpriſed, that ſo gay a 
man ſhould take ſo ſerious a refolution. She al- 
lowed the juſtneſs of what Lady Emilia faid in his 
favour, and confeſſed, that it was impoſſible Lord 
Robert could fail of pleaſing; but added, that © it 
© could not be adviſable for her to marry ; for en- 
© joying perfect content, ſhe had no benefit to ex- 
© pect Fromm change; and happinefs was ſo ſcarce 
* a commodity in this life, that whoever let it once 
* ſlip, had little xeafon to expect to catch it again. 
For what reaſon then ſhould ſhe alter her ſtate ? 
© The ſame diſpoſition which would render Lord 
Robert's fortune ſufficient, made her own anſwer 
© all her wiſhes, ſince if ſhe had not the joy — 
LOTT. 5 wi 
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„with her ladyſhip it would ſtill afford her every 


thing ſhe deſired,” i 
Lady Emilia faid ſome things in recommendation 
of marriage; and ſeemed to think it improbable 
Miſs n ſhould not be a little prejudiced in fa- 
your of ſo amiable a lover as Lord Robert, which 
tempted that young lady to tell her, that though 
< ſhe allowed him exceſſively pleaſing, yet by ſome 
<« particulars, which formerly came to her know- 
© ledge, ſhe was convinced his principles were 
8 8 as would not make her happy in a huſ- 
„n | | 00 
Lady Emilia allowed the force of ſuch an ob- 
jection, and did, not preſs a marriage, for which 
© ſhe had pleaded only out, of an apprehenſion leſt 
Miſs Selvyn's reſerve might lead her to act con- 
trary to her inclinations; and therefore had endea- 
voured to facilitate her declaration in favour of 
Lord. Robert, if ſhe was in reality inclined to ac- 
cept his propoſals. She acquieſced then readily in 
her - friend's determination; only deſired ſhe would 
herſelf acquaint Lord Robert with it, as he would 
not eaſily be ſilenced by a refuſal which did not pro- 
ceed from her own lips. Wap | 
His lordſhip came in the evening to learn his 
fate, and Lady Emilia having contrived to be ab- 
ſent, he found Miſs Selvyn alone. Though this 
was what he had wiſhed, yet he was ſo diſcon- 
certed, that Miſs Selvyn was reduced to begin the 
ſubject herſelf, and to tell him, that Lady Emilia 
had acquainted her with the honour he bad done 
© her, that ſhe was much obliged to him for his good 
opinion, and hoped he would be happy with ſome 
£ woman much more deſerving than herſelf ; but ſhe 
© could by no means accept.the favour he intended 
her, being ſo entirely happy in her preſent ſituati- 
on, that nothing in the world ſhould induce her to 
s change it.“ . This 
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This declaration gave riſe to a yery warm con- 
teſt; Lord Robert ſoliciting her to accept his love, 
with all the tenderneſs of the ſtrongeſt paſſion, and 
ſhe with equal perſeverance perſiſting in her refuſal, 
He could not be perſuaded, that = motive for 
doing ſo. was really what the alledged, but as ſhe 
continued to affirm it, he begged however to know, 
if ſhe had not made ſo ſtrange a reſolution in 
« favour, of a ſingle life, whether ſhe ſhould have. 
© had any particular objeCtion to him? | 

Miſs Selvyn ſhewed the. uſeleſſneſs of this, queſ- 
tion, ſince the reaſon of her refuſing the honour 
he intended her, would have made her reject the 
addreſſes of every other man, in! the world. Lord 
Robert could not believe this poſlible, and therefore 
deſiſted not from urging a queſtion, ſo difagreeable 
rn oct LISTEN 

When Miſs Selvyn found it impoſſible to avoid 
ſatisfying him in this particular, ſhe told him, that 
© if he were entirely unexceptionable, ſhe ſhould 
be fixed in the ſame determination; but ſince he 
inſiſted on knowing if ſhe had any objection to 
© him, ſhe was obliged. to confeſs, that had ſhe 
© been better. inclined to enter into the matrima- 
© nial ſtate, his lordſhip was not the man ſhe 
* ſhould have choſen, not from any diſlike to his 
© perſon. or underſtanding, but from diſapproba- 
tion of his principles; that, in regard to her ſex, 
© he had a lightneſs in his way of thinking, and 
. * been ſo criminal in his conduct, that of all 
men ſhe knew, ſhe thought him moſt improper for 
a huſband.” 

Lord Robert was ſurpriſed at ſo new an objec- 
ſheß tion, and told her, that he did not apprehend 
lcd Bi © himſelf more blameable in thoſe reſpects than moſt. 
young men. Gallantry was ſuitable to us er, 

oy — 
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© and he never imagined that any woman would 
© have reproached him with his regard for her ſex, 
© when he gave ſo ſtrong a proof of an inclination 
to leave them all for her.” E 23947 
.I am forry, replied. Miſs Selvyn, that your 
lordſhip thinks me mean enough to take plea- 
© ſure in ſuch a triumph, or ſo vain as to imagine 
J can reform a man of diſſolute manners, the laſt 
© thing I ſhould hope or endeavour to ſucceed in, 
Such a tincture of corruption will always remain 
in the mind of what you are pleaſed to term a 
i ungen man, to whom 1 ſhould give the leſs po- 
© lite appellation of vicious, that I could not be 
© happy in his ſociety. A reformed rake may be 
© ſober, but is never virtuous.* | 

Lord Robert growing very urgent to know what 
ſhe had particularly to lay to his charge, ſhe told 
him frankly, that © his treatment of E. Mary 
Jones had diſguſted her, as ſhe, and 4 ſhe 
© only, had been acquainted with the whole.” 
Lord Robert endeavoured to excuſe himſelf on 
the encou nt Lady Mary's levity had given to 
his hopes; obſerving,” that when a woman's beha- 
© viour was very light, his ſex were not apt to 
© imagine there was any great fund of virtue; nor 
© could it be ex d, that any one elfe ſhould guard 
© that honour, of which ſhe herſelf was careleſs.” 

I am ſure, replied Miſs Selvyn, your lordſhip's 

© hopes muſt have been founded on Lady Mary's 
© folly, not her real want of innocenee; a folly 
© which aroſe from the giddinefs of youth, and the 
© hurry of diffipation ; Br, by nature, Lady Mary's 
© underſtanding is uncommonly good. By what 
you ſay, you imagined her honour was a lawful 
© prize, becauſe ſhe appeared careleſs of it; would 
'© this way of arguing be allowed in any other 
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t caſe? If you obſerved a man who neglected to 
lock up his money, and feemed totally indiffe- 
rent what became of it, ſhould you think your, 
© ſelf thereby juſtified' in robbing him But how 
© much Wore criminal would you be, were you to 
* deprive him of his wealth, becauſe he was either 
* ſo thoughtleſs or ſo weak, as not to know its va- 
jue? And yet ſurely the injury in this cafe would 
© be much leſs than what you think ſo juſtifiable. 
If the world has but the leaſt ſenſe of real ho- 
© nour, in this light they muſt ſee it; and to that 
* tribunal I imagine you only think yourſelf an- 
© ſwerable; for did you r but one moment, 
© on another bar, before which you will be ſum- 
© moned, you would ſee, there can be no excuſe 
for violating the laws by which you are there 
© to be tried. If you could juſtify yourſelf to the 
world, or to the women of whoſe folly you take 
advantage, by the fallacious arguments which 
©. you have ſo ready for that purpoſe, ſuch cobweb 
* ſophiſtry cannot weaken the force of an expreſs 
© command,” | „ Ow! | 

© I will not pretend, anſwered Lord Robert, to 
deny the truth of what you ſay, but muſt be 
* you will conſider it is more eaſy for you to urge 
© theſe truths, than for thoſe to obey them who 
are expoſed to, and ſuſceptible of temptations. 
When a woman has no title to our reſpect, how 
„ difficult is it to conſider her in the light you re- 
* quire! levity of conduct we are apt to look upon 
© as an invitation, which a man ſcarcely thinks it 
* confiftent with his politeneſs to neglet,”  * 

6 I-wiſh, replied Miſs Selvyn, that women were 
© better acquainted with the ways of thinking fo 
common with your ſex; for while they are 1gna- 
rant of them, they act under great diſadvantage. 
They obtain by that levity which deprives oe 
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© of your eſteem, a degree of notice and pretended 
* liking, which they miſtake for approbation; did 
* they but know that you in your hearts deſpiſe 
* thoſe moſt, to whom you are moſt afliduouſly 
and openly attached, it would occaſiog, a great 
change in their behaviour; nor — 1 foffer 
© an, addreſs, to which they cannot liſten without 
< incurring your contempt. How criminally de- 
ceitful is this behaviour? and what real virtue 
* can a man truly boaſt, who acts in this manner ? 
What woman in her ſenſes can enter into an union 
« tor life with ſuch a man? i 
Why not, Madam ? ſaid Lord Robert, my be- 
* hayiour /to you ſhews, that we yield to merit the 
* homage it deſerves; you would loſe all your 
triumph, were we to put you and the lighter part 
of your ſex on an equality in our opinions. We 
mare always ready to eſteem a woman who will 
give us leave to do ſo; and can you require us 
6. r who are not in the leaſt reſpect- 
„e ee e . 

No, anſwered Miſs Selvyn, I only wiſh you 
would ceaſe your endeayours to render thoſe wo- 
men objects of contempt, who deſerve only to be 
* negleQted, and particularly not to deprive them 
of the ay prey portion of regard they are en- 
« titled to, by the fallacious appearance of an at- 
© tachment of the tendereſt kind; which in reality 
ariſes from contempt, not love. But, added ſhe, 
I have ſaid more than I deſigned on this ſubject ; 
© I only meant. to anſwer the queſtion you -put to 
me with ſo much importunity; and muſt now 
confirm what I, have already declared, by telling 
vou, that were I inclined to marry, I would not, 
on any account, take a huſband, of your lord- 
© ſhip's principles; but were you endowed with 
6 all the virtues that ever man poſſeſſed, 

| . no 
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© not change my preſent happy ſituation for the uncer- 


6 tainties of wedlock. 28 | 

When Lord Robert found all his folicitations un- 
availing, he left the country, and returned to Lon- 
don, where he hoped, by à ſeries of diverſions, to 
efface from his heart the real paffion he had con- 
ceived for Miſs Selvyn; ſhe forbore informing Lady 
Mary Jones, _ their correſpondence was fre- 
nent, of Lord Robert's courtſhip; ſhe did not 
Joubt but her r was ſincere, when ſhe affured 
her, ſhe now be ad him witn the indifference he 
deſerved, but thought, that to tell her the had re- 


ceived ſo di an addreſs from him, would 


dear too the air of a triumph, a meanneſs which 
her heart abhorred. | 
Lady Emilia and Miſs Selvyn had lived ſeveral 
years in the country with rational enjoyment, 
when the former was ſeized with a feyer. All the 
{kill of her phyſicians: proved ineffectual, and her 


 diſtemper increaſed daily. She was ſenſible of the 


danger which threatened her life, but inſiſted on their 
telling her, if they had any great hopes of her recovery, 
aſſuring them, that it was of importance to her, to 
know their opinions with the utmoſt frankneſs. Thus 
urged, they confeſſed they had but little hopes. She 
then returned them thanks for their care, but ſtill more 
for their fincerity ; and with the greateſt compoſure 
took leave of them, defiring to be left alone with 
Miss Selvyn, who was in tears at her bed-fide. *Every 
one elſe withdrew, when, taking Miſs Selvyn in her 
arms, and ſhedding a few ſilent tears, ſhe afterwards 
thus addreſſed her. \ 
At the moment that I muſt bid you a long 
© farewell, you will know, that you have a mother 
© in her whom you before thou 7 only your friend. 
Les, my deareſt Hartiot, 1 am your mother, 
« aſhamed 
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* aſhamed of my weakneſs, and ſhocked at my 
© guilt, while or go, but virtuous eyes, could 
« reproach your unhappy parent, I could not pre- 
vail on myſelf to diſcover this ſecret to you, but 
© I cannot carry to my grave the knowledge of a 
* circumſtance which concerns you. Yes, you are 
my daughter, my child, ever moſt dear to me, 
though the evidence and continual remembrance 
of my crime,* _ PM T3 Mg 
Miſs Selvyn. imagined the diſtemper had now 
ſeized Lady Emilia's brain, which it had hitherto 
ſpared, and intreated her £© to ſe herſelf, aſ- 
© ſuring her, that what ſo much agitated her decay- 
1 ing frame, was only the phantom of an over- 
© heated imagination; for her parents were well 
c hnown, neither was there any myſtery in her 
Mi S 
Oh interrupted Lady Emilia, do not ſuſpect 
© me of delirium; it has pleaſed the Almighty to 
© ſpare my ſenſes throughout this ſevere. diſorder, 


+ with a 10US n of allowing me even the 
© laſt — of kay to — my repent- 
© ance. - What I tell you is but too true; Mr. Sel- 
© yyn knew it all, and like a man of honqur ſaved 
© me from; ſhame, by concealing the fatal ſecret ; 
+ and ated the part of a father to my Harriot, with- 
out having any ſhare in my guilt. But I ſee you 
do not yet believe. me; take this, pulling « paper 
from under her pillow, herein you will find an ac- 
© count of the whole unfortunate affair, written a 
© year | leſt at the time of my death I ſhould 


© not be able to relate it; this will prove, by the 
nice connection of every circumſtance, that the 
* words therein contained are not the ſuggeſtions of 


n en ere 
Miſs Selvyn accordingly read as follows: 
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© When I was ſeventeen years old, Lord Peyton 
"aſked me of my father, but not after he had 
* ſecured my tendereſt affections. His eſtate was 
* ſufficient to content even a parent who was not 
© regardleſs of fortune and ſplendor ; and his pro- 
© poſals were accepted. But while the tediouſneſs 
© of the lawyers made us wait for the: finiſhing of 
ſettlements, Lord Peyton, who was in the army, 
was commanded to repair immediately to his re- 
* giment, then ſtationed in Ireland. He endeavoured 
to prevail with my father to haſten our marriage, 
offering every kind of 3 he could deſire, 
inſtead of the ſettlements ſo long delayed; my 
© wiſhes concurred with his, rather than ſuffer him 
* to go without me into a kingdom, which I ima- 
* gined would not prove very amuſing to him. But 
my father, who was a very exact obſerver of forms, 
would not conſent to any expedient. No ſecu- 
* rity appeared to him equivalent to ſettlements ; 
and many trifling circumſtances requiſite to the 
* ſplendor of our firſt appearance were not ready 
* which to him ſeemed almoſt as important, as the 
execution of the marriage writings. 4 
* When Lord Peyton found my father inexora- 
* ble, he attempted to perſuade me to agree to a 
* private marriage ; only 8 he ſaid, to ſe- 
* chre me entirely his before he left the kingdom ; 
* and propoſed, that after his return, we ſhould be 
publicly married, to prevent my father's ſuſ- 
* peQing that we had anticipated his eonſent. But 
© this I rejected: diſobedience to a parent, and other 
© objetions, were ſufficient to make me refuſe it; 
and we ſaw ourſelves reduced to ſeparate when we 
were fo near being united. As Lord Peyton was 
* an accepted lover, and our intended marriage was 
* publicly known, and generally approved, * 
9 grea 
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1 great part of his time with me. My father was 
obliged to go out of tow on particular buſineſs, 
© the day before that appointed for Lord Peyton's de- 
6 parture, It is natural to ſuppoſe we paſſed it intirely 
© together. The concern we were both under, made 
us with to avoid being ſeen by others, and therefore 
© I was denied to all viſitors. Lord Peyton dined 
and ſupped with me; and, by thus appropriating 
© the day to the ceremony of taking leave, we ren- 
* dered the approaching ſeparation more afflictin 
© than in reaſon it ought to have been, and indeed 
made it a laſting action z a grief never to be 
© walhed away. | 
© Lord Peyton left London at the appointed 
© hour, but the next day, and almoſt every ſuc- 
© ceeding poſt, brought me the tendereſt expreſ- 
© 'fions' of regret for this inforced abſence, and the 
© ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the conſtancy of his af- 
feé tion. Mine could not with truth be written 
in a more indifferent ſtrain, my love was the 
fame, but my purpoſe was much altered; as ſoon 
* as I had AR of mind enough to reflect on 
hat had paſſed,. I reſolved never to be Lord 
* Peyton's wife. I ſaw my own miſconduct in all 
© its true colours. 1 aefdiſed myſelf, and could 
8 4 for more partial treatment from my 
<h . A lover might in the height of his 
© paſſion excuſe my frailty, but when matrimony, 
© and continued. poſſeflion, had reſtored him to his 
© reaſon, I was ſenſible he muſt think of me as 
© was conſcious I deſerved. What confidence, 
© what eſteem could I hope from a huſband, who 
© ſo well knew my weakneſs! or how could I 
© ſupport being hourly expoſed to the ſight of a 
| © man, whoſe eyes would always ſeem to reproach 
© me! I could ſcarcely bear to ſee myſelf; and [ 


Mrs. 8 ELV VV. 213 
3 on any one who was 
« equally conſcious t. | UT. 

6.1 Con — — Peyton with this reſo- 
lution, which he combated with every argument 
love could dictate, He aſſured me in the moſt 
ſolemn manner of his entire eſteem, inſiſted that 
« he only was to blame, and that he ſhould never 
forgive himſelf for the uneaſineſs he had alread 
oo me; but intreated . 
« him fo ſeverely, as ever again to give the leaſt in- 
« timation of a deſign not to confirm our marriage. 
As I reſiſted my own paſſion, it may be ſuppoſed 
© that, although too late, I was able to reſiſt his: 
© I ſaw that a generous man muſt act as he did, but 
© no generoſity. could reſtore me to the fame place 
in his eſteem I before poſſeſſed. His behaviour on 
this occaſion fixed my good opinion of him, but 
could not reſtore my opinion of myſe/f. All he 
© could Ons Weng ling ; the ſtronger 
« my ion, the more ined I was in my 
6 purpoſe; ſince the more I valued his eſteem, the 
6 - would my ſuffering be, at knowing that T 
© had forfeited it. I acquainted my father with 
my reſolution, alledging the beſt excuſes I could 
make. He was at firſt angry with my incon- 
© ſtancy, me with capriciouſneſs, and want 
© of honour; but at laſt was pacified, by my aſ- 
c —— —u—u— marry any man. As he 
had ſorry to part with me, the thought of 
my continuing with him as long as he lived, made 
my peace. | 
Lord Peyton's impatience at being detained in 
© Ireland, increaſed with the defire of perſuading 
* me to- relinquiſh. a deſign fo very grievous to my 


obtain leave to return into England, before I 
| found 
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.* quences that I little expected. In the agony o 
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which was in a few da 


found, to my inexpreſſible terror, that the misfor. 
tune I ſo ſincerely lamented, would have conſe- 


my mind I communicated my diſtreſs to Lord Pey- 
ton, the _ perfon whom TI dared truſt with ſo 
important a-ſecret. Arc 


Llaſtead of condoling with me on the ſubject o 


my affliction, he expreſſed no ſmall joy in a cir- 


cuitance, which he faid muſt reduce me to ac- 


.cept the only means of preferving my reputation; 
and added, that as every delay w 
much importance, if the next packet did not bring 


was now of fo 


him leave of abſence, he ſhould ſet out without 
it; and rather run the hazard of being called to 
account for diſobedience, than of expoſing me to 
one painful bluſh. or | 

I confeſs his delicacy charmed me; every letter 
I received increaſed my eſteem and affection for 
him, but nothing could alter my purpoſe. I 


looked upon the execution of it as the only means 


of reinſtating myſeif in his good opinion, or my 
oon, in compariſon of which even reputation 


ſeemed to loſe its value. But. ſevere was the trial 


J had to undergo upon his return into England, 
after his aſſurance of 
coming at any hazard. He uſed every means that 
the tendereſt affection and the niceſt honour could 
ſuggeſt, to perſuade me to marry him; and the 
conflict in my own heart very near brought me to 
my grave; till at le ing the condition 


into which F was reduced, without the leaſt ap- 
proach to a change of purpoſe, he promiſed to 
ſpare me any farther ſolicitations, and to bury his 
afflictions in ſilence; after obtaining a promiſe from 
me, that I would ſuffer him to contrive the means 
for concealing an event, which muſt ſoon hap- 
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+ pen; as my unintriguing ſpirit made me very in- 
capable of managing it with tolerable art and 
$ ſecrecy. F 3 7 
Lord Peyton had maintained his former friend- 
ſhip with my father, who thought himſelf obliged 
to him, for not reſenting my behaviour in the 
© manner he imagined it deſerved. When the me- 
© lancholy and much dreaded time cd 
Lord Peyton gave me ſecret information that he 
« would invite my father into the country, on pre- 
tence of aſſiſting him by his advice in ſome alter- 
ations he was gaing to make there; and aſſured 
© me of careful attendance, and the moſt ſecret 
+ reception from a very worthy couple, to whoſe 
+ houſe he gave me a direction, if I could contrive, 
* under colour of ſome intended viſit, to leave my 
0 own. 1 | 
© All was executed as he had planned it; and 
© when my ſervants thought I was gone to. viſit a 
relation ſome miles diſtant from London, I went 
ag directed, and was received with the greateſt 
© humanity imaginable by Mr. and Mrs. Selvyn; 
not at their own houſe;: but at one taken for that 
* purpoſe, where the affair might be more ſecretly 
managed. Lord Peyton: had concealed my name 
even from them, and ſecured their care of me 
under a borrowed appellation. By 
The day after I got to them I was delivered of 
you, my deareſt child, whom I beheld with hor- 
© ror as well as affliction, conſidering you as the 
melancholy memorial of and partner in my ſhame. 
Mr. and Mrs. Selvyn attended me with the 
© preateſt care, and were never both abſent at a 
time; they acquainted Lord Peyton with the 
© ſtate of my health by every poſt; and I was un- 
© able, by the neceſſity of the caſe, to write to my 
Es © father 
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© father as frequently as I uſually did, when abſent 
from him. Within the fortnight from the time 
of my departure from my own houſe, I returned 
© to it again, after delivering my dear Harriot into 
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© the care of theſe good people, who promiſed to 
'< treat. her as their own child. Under pretence 
of a cold, I confined myſelf till I was perfectly 
s recovered. . 1 a bo 74 TY | 
Tord Peyton detained my father till he heard 
< I was entirely well,; and then went with impa- 
tience to ſee his little daughter, over whom he 
ſhed many tears, as Mr. Selvyn afterwards in- 
formed me; telling it that it was a conſtant me- 
morial of the greateſt misfortune of his life, and 
could never afford him a pleaſure that was not 
mingled.with the deepeſt affliction. 
Mrs. Selvyn had lain in about ſix weeks before 
I went to her, the child ſhe brought into the 
world lived but a few months; upon its death, 
at Lord Peyton's defire, they took you from 
nurſe, and pretending you their own, privately 
buried their child, who was | likewiſe nurſed 
abroad. Mr. Selvyn was a merchant, but had 
never been ſucceſsful; his wife died when you 
were about three years old. Having no children 
to provide for, and not being fond of trade, he 
was deſirous of retizing into the country. Lord 
. © Peyton, to facilitate the gratification of his wiſh, 
© procured him a ſmall ſine cure; gave into his poſ- 
ſeſſion three thouſand pounds, which he ſecured 
to you, and allowed him an hundred a year for 
the trouble of your education, with an unlimited 
© commiſſion to call on him for any ſum he ſhould 
bee derten | 
The conſtant ſenſe, of my guilt, the continual 
s regret at having by my own ill conduct refer 
; J © the 
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© the happineſs, which every action of Lord Pey- 
© ton's proved that his wife might reaſonably ex- 
« pe, fixed a degree of melancholy on my mind, 
© which no time has been able to conquer. I lived 
« with my father till his death, and at his deceaſe, 
© I found myſelf miſtreſs of a large fortune, which 
© enabled me to ſupport the rank I had always en- 
© joyed. Though Lord Peyton had ee ſuffi- 
© ciently for Mr. Selvyn's and your convenience, 
© yet I conſtantly ſent him a yearly preſent; till no 
. longer able to deny myſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing 
© my dear child, I prevailed on him to remove to 
London, and to fix in the ſame ſtreet with me, 
© taking cate to ſupply all that was requiſite to 
© enable him to appear there genteelly. You 
know with what ſhew of accident I firſt cul- 
© tivated a friendſhip with you, but you cannot 
© imagine, with how much difficulty I concealed 
the tenderneſs of a mother under the ceremonies 
© of an acquaintance. | 

Of late I have enjoyed a more eaſy ſtate of 
mind: I have ſometimes been inclined to flatter 
* myſelf, that your uncommon merit, and the 
great comfort I have received in your ſociety, 
* are ſigns that Heaven has forgiven my offence, 
and accepted my long and ſincere penitence as 
© an atonement for my crime; in which bleſſed 
hope I ſhall, I truſt, meet death without terror, 
and whenever I am called hence, reſign, in full 
confidence, my dear daughter into the hands of 
that power, whoſe mercy is over all his works. 


* father, who ſeemed to think my extreme regular 
conduct, and the puniſhment I had inflited 
© on myſelf, ſuch an extenuation of my weakneſs, 
* that he ever behaved to me with the tendereſt 
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J ought to add a few words about your dear. 
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reſpect, I might almoſt ſay reverence, and till his 
death gave me every proof of the pureſt and the 
© ſtrongeſt friendſhip. , By conſent we avoided each 
© other's preſence for three years, by which time we 
< hoped the violence of our mutual paſſion would be 
< abated. He ſpent the greateſt part of it abroad; 
© and at the end of that period we met with the 
<'fincerer joy, from finding we were not deceived in 
© our hopes. Our attachment was ſettled into the 
< tendereſt friendſhip ; we forbore even the men- 
© tion of your name, as it muſt have reminded us o 
'© our crime; and if Lord Peyton wanted to commu- 
'© nicate any thing concerning you, he did it by let- 
. ter; avoiding, with the extremeſt delicacy, ever to 
take notice that any ſuch letters had paſſed be- 
< tween us; and even in them he conſulted about 
his child, in the ſtile of a man who was writin 
to a perſon that had no other connection with it 
than what her friendſhip for him muſt natural] 
coccaſion, in a point where he was interreſted by the 
tendereſt ties of the moſt extreme paternal love. 
II have often with pleaſure heard you mentio 
© his great fondneſs for you in your childhood, whe 
he viſited at your father's; your growing years 
'< increaſed- it, though it obliged him to ſuppreſs 
the appearance of an affection which you woulc 
© have thought improper. I need not tell you, that 
I had the misfortue to loſe this worthieſt o 
friends, about half a year before you came te 
London, which determined me to ſend for you 
that I might receive all the conſolation the wor! 
© could give me, and ſee the inheritor of her dea 
© father's virtues. While he lived I dared not have 
© taken the fame ſtep; your preſence would have 
been too painful a teſtimony againſt me, anc 
© continually .reminded my Lord of a * 
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' which I hope time had almoſt effaced from his re- 


© membrance.* 


| Miſs Selvyn was extremely affected with the 


peruſal of this paper; ſhe was frequently inter- 
rupted. by her teats; grieved to the heart to think 
of how much uneaſineſs ſhe had been the cauſe. 
As ſoon. as ſhe had. concluded it, ſhe threw herſelf 
on her knees at Lady Emilia's bed-ſide, and taking 
one of her hands, which ſhe bathed with her 
tears, Is it poſſible then, ſaid ſhe, that I have 
« thus long been ignorant of the beſt of parents? 
And mult I loſe you when fo lately found? Oh ! 
t my, dear mother, how much pleaſure have loſt 
by not knowing that I might dN by that 
* endearing name ! What an example of virtue 
* have- you ſet me! How noble your reſolution ! 
How uniform and conſtant your penitence ! Bleſt 
you muſt be ſapremely by him who loveth the 
* contrite heart; and you and my father, I doubt 
„not, will enjoy eternal felicity together, united 
© never more to part. Oh! may your afflicted 
daughter be received into the ime place, and 

* partake of your happineſs; may ſhe behold your 
' piety, rewarded, and admire in you the bleſſed 
* fruits of timely repentance ; a repentance ſo im- 
* mediately . ſucceeding the offence, that your 
* fou} could not have received the black im- 
6 preflion !* | * 

„Can you, who have never erred, faid Lad 
Emilia, ſee my offence in ſo fair a light? What 5 
{I not then hope from infinite mercy ? I do hope; 
dit would be criminal to doubt, when ſuch conſo- 
f latory promiſes appear in almoſt every page of 
holy writ. With pleaſure I go where I am call- 
Led, for 1 leave my child ſafe in the Divine Pro- 
tection, and her on virtue; I leave her, I hope, 
to a happy life, and a far more happy death; 

L 2 vhen 
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* when joys immortal will bleſs her through all 
eternity. I have. now, my love, diſcharged the 
burden from my mind; not many hours of life 
remain, let me not paſs. them in carefling my 
dear daughter, which, though moſt pleaſing to 
my fond heart, can end only in making me regret 
the loſs of a world which will ſoon paſs from my 
ſight. Let me ſpend this hour, as I hope to do 
thoſe that will ſucceed it through all eternity, 
Join with me in prayers to, and praiſes of him, 
in whom conſiſts our laſting happineſs.” 
Miſs Selvyn ſent for the miniſter of the pariſh, 
at Lady Emilia's deſire, and the remainder of her 
life paſſed 1n religious exerciſes. She expired with- 
out a groan, in the midſt of a fervent prayer, as 
if her ſoul was impatient to take its flight into the 
preſence of him, whom ſhe was addreſſing with ſo 
much ardour, | | 
Miſs Selvyn's affliction was at firſt extreme, but 
when ſhe reflected on her mother's well-ſpent life, 
and moſt happy death, it much abated the exceſs 
of her grief. By that lady's will, ſhe found herſelf 
heir to twelve thouſand pounds, and all her per- 
ſonal eſtate. She had been charmed with the ac- 
count Lady Mary Jones had ſent her of this ſo- 
ciety, and ming to increaſe her acquaintance 
with that lady, o 
ſhort viſit, as ſoon as her neceſſary affairs were ſet- 
tled. This met with the moſt welcome reception, 
and ſhe came hither as a viſitor. Her ſtay was gra- 
dually provenges for near two months; when hav- 
ing reaſon, from the great regard ſhewn her, to 
think ſhe ſhould be no diſagreeable addition, ſhe 
aſked leave to join her fortune to the common ſtock, 
and to fix entirely with them. Nothing could be 
more agreeable to the other three ladies than this 


offer, and with extreme ſatisfaction ſhe ſettled -_ 
| pon 
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Upon this increaſe of income. it was that my 
friends eſtabliſhed the community of indigent gen- 
tlewomen, which gave you ſo much pleaſure. 

Lamont was much ftruck with the conduct of 
Lady Emilia; ſhe had ſhewn, he ſaid, a degree of 
delicacy and prudence, which exceeded what he 
had a notion of; he never met with a woman who 
foreſaw the little chance ſhe had for happineſs, in 
marrying a man who could have no inducement to 
make her his wife, but a nice, often a too nice, 
ſenſe of honour ; and who certainly could have no 
great opinion of her virtue. The folly of both men 
and women in theſe late unions, was the ſubject of 
our converſation till we ſeparated. 

In the afternoon the ladies aſked us to accom- 
pany them to the houſe they had juſt taken for the 
new community, to which they were obliged to go 
that day, as they had ſet ſeveral perſons to work 
there. They kept a poſt coach and a poſt chaiſe, 
which, with the help of ours, were ſufficient to 
accommodate us all. A ſhort time brought -us to 
the houſe, a very old, and formetly:a very fine man- 


fon, but now much fallen to decay. The outſide 


is greatly out of repair, but the building ſeems 
ſtrong. The inſide is in: a: manner totally unfur- 
niſhed ; for though it is not empty, yet the rats 
and mice have made ſuch conſiderable depredations 
on what time had before reduced to à very tattered 
condition, that the melancholy remains can be 

reckoned little better than lumber. . 1 N 
The laſt inhabitant of this houſe, we were in- 
formed, was an old miſer, whoſe paſſion for accu- 
mulating: wealth, reduced him into almoſt as un- 
fortunate a ſtate as Midas, who, according to the 
fable, having obtained the long deſired power of 
turning every thing he touched to gold, was:ſtarv- 
ed by the immediate tranſmutation of all food into 
L 4 that 
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that metal, the inſtant it touched his lips. The 
late poſſeſſor of the houſe I am ſpeaking of, when 
he was about fifty; years old, turned away every 
ſervant but an old woman, who, if ſhe was not 
honeſt, was at leaſt too weak to be able to put 
any diſhoneſty in practice. When he was about 
threeſcore ſhe died, and he never could venture 
to let any one ſupply her place. He fortified eve 
door and window with: ſuch bars of iron, that his 
houſe might have , reſiſted the forcible attack of a 
whole atmy. Night and day growled before his 
inhoſpitable door a furious Dutch maſtiff, whoſe 
natural . ferocity; was ſo increaſed by continual 
hungar, (for his. maſter fed him molt ſparingly,) 
that no ſtranger could have entered the yard with 
impunity. $1; +og5 
07 06.9958 this chutliſh- beaſt barked, the old 
gentleman, with terror. and diſmay in his counte- 
nance, and quaking limbs, ran to the only win- 
dow he ever ventured to unbar, to ſee what dan- 
er threatenetl him; nor could the ſight of a bare- 
foot child, or a decrepid old woman, immediately 
diſpel his fears. As timorous as Falſtaff, his ima- 
gination firſt multiplied, and then cloathed them 
in buckram; and his panic ceaſed not till they 
were out of vie... | | | 
This wretched man, upon the death of his only 
- ſervant; agreed with an old woman to buy food 
- for: him; and bring it to the well-defended door of 
his yard; where. informing him of her arrival, by a 
. hgnal upon between them, he ventured out 
of his houſe to receive it from her, and dreſſed it 
himſelf; till worn out by anxiety of mind he grew 
too weak to perform that office, and ordered the 
to bring it ared; this continued 


a G * n 
for a little. time, till at Jaft he appeared no more at 
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his gate. After the pld woman bad knocked three 
days in vain, the neighbourhogd began to think it 
neceſſary to take ſome meaſures thereupon ; but 
not chooſing to run the hazard of breaking open the 
houſe,. they ſent to the old gentleman's nephew, 
whoſe father had been ſuffered to languiſh in ex- 
reme poverty many years before his death; nor 
was the ſon in much better condition; but he had 
xquainted ſome of the neighbours with the place 
of his abode, in hopes of the event which now in- 
luced them to. ſend for him. 

As ſoon as he arrived, he prepared to force his 
may into the houſe, but it was found ſo impracti- 
table, that at length they were obliged to untile 
part of the roof, from whence a perſon deſcended,. 
and opened the door to thoſe who did not chooſe ſo 
dangerous an entrance, as that through which he 
had pafſed, © . | 


They found the old man dead on a great cheſt: 
which contained. his money, as if he had been de-- 
irous to take poſſeſſion even in death. 

His nephew was juſt of age, and having till then: 
been expoſed to all the evils of poverty, was al- 
moft diſtracted with joy at the ſudden acquiſition of 
a large fortune. He ſcarcely could be prevailed: 
with to ſtay long enaugh in this houſe to pay the 
laſt duties to an uncle, who had no right to any 
ting more from him than juſt the decent ceremo-- 
nies ; and without giving himſelf time to look over 
lis eſtate, haſtened to London. | 

He hired a magnificent houſe in Groſvenor-- 
Square; beſpoke the moſt elegant equipages; 
bought the fineſt ſet of horſes he could hear of, 
at double their real value; and launched into every 
expence the town afforded him. He ſoon became 
ome of the moſt conſtant frequenters of White's ;. 
oe L 5 | kept- 
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kept ſeveral running horſes; diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
at Newmarket, and had the honour of playing 
deeper, and betting with more ſpirit, than any 
other young man of his age. There was not an 
occurrence in his life about which he had not ſome 
wager depending. The wind could not change, 
or a ſhower fall, without his either loſing or gain- 
ing by it. He had not a dog or a cat in his houſe 
on whoſe life he had not bought or fold an annuity, 
By theſe ingenious methods, in one year was cir- 
culated through the kingdom the ready money which 
his uncle had been half his life ſtarving himſelf and 
family 'to accumulate. The ſecond year obliged 
him to mortgage great part of his land; and the 
third ſaw him reduced to ſell a confiderable portion 
of his eſtate, of which this houſe, and the land be- 
longing to it, made a part. 

b could not help obſerving the various fate of 
this manſion; originally the 2. of ancient hoſpi- 
tality; then falling into the hands of a miſer, who 
had not ſpirit to enjoy it, nor ſenſe enough to ſee, 
that he was impairing ſo valuable a part of his poſ- 
ſeſſions, by grudging the neceſſary expences of re- 
pairs; from him devolving to a young coxcomb, 
who by neglect let it fink into ruin, and was 
ſpending in extravagance, what he inherited from 
avarice; as if one vice were to pay the debt to 
ſociety,” which the other had- incurred ; and now 
purchaſed to be the ſeat of charity and benevolence. 
How directly were we led to admire the ſuperior 
fenſe, as well as tranſcendent virtue of theſe ladies, 
when we compared the uſe they make of money, 
with that to which the two late poſſeſſors had ap- 
propriated it, while we were in doubt which 
moſt to blame, he who had heaped it up without 
comfort, in ſordid inhumanity ; or he who ſquan- 
dered it in the gratification of gayer vices ! Equally 
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ſtrangers to beneficence, ſelf-indulgence was their 
ſole view; alike crimina], though not equally un- 
faſhionable, one endeavoured to ſtarve, the other to 
corrupt mankind; while the new owners of this 
houſe have no other view, than to convenience, 
and to reform all who come within their influence, 
themſelves enjoying, in a, ſupreme degree, the hap- 
pineis they diſpenſe around them. 21 

It was pleaſing to ſee numbers at work to repair 
the building, and cultivate the garden, and to ob- 
ſerve, that at length from this inhoſpitable manſion, 
« Health to himſelf, and to his children: bread, the 
labourer bears“ Within it were all the biggeſt 
ſchool-girls, with one of their miſtreſſes to direct 
them im mending ſuch furniture as were not quite 
deſtroyed; and I was pleaſed to ſee with how much 
art they repaired the decays of time, in things 
which well deſerved better care, having once been 
the richeſt part of the furniture belonging to the 
opulent poſſeſſor s. | 

In our way home we called at a clergyman's 
houſe, which was placed in the fineſt fituation 
imaginable, and where we beheld. that profuſiom 
of comforts, which ſenſe and œconomy will en- 
able the poſſeſſors of narrow fortunes to enjoy. 
This gentleman and his wife have but à ſmall 
living, and ſtill leſs paternal eſtate; but the neat- 
neſs, prettineſs, and convenience of their habita- 
tion, were enough to put one out of humour with 
riches, and I ſhould certainly have breath2d forth 
Agar's prayer with great ardour, if I had not bzen 
{topped in the beginning, by conſidering how great 
a bleſſing wealth may be waen properly employed, 
of which I had then ſuch hourly proof. 

At our return to Millenium-Hall we found 
ſome of the neighbouring ſociety, who were come 
to ſhare the evening's concert, aad ſup with us. 


But 
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But about ten o'clock they departed ; which I under- 
ſtood was ſomewhat later than uſual, but they con- 
formed to the alteration of hours our arrival had 
occaſioned. - 
The next day being very hot, we were aſked to 
breakfaſt in a delightful arbour in the Flower-gar- 
den. 'The morning dew, which ftill refreſhed the 
flowers, increaſed-'their fragrance to as great an 
exceſs of ſweetneſs as the ſenſes could ſupport. 
Till I went to this houſe, I knew - not half the 
charms of the country. Few people have the art 
of making the moſt of nature's bounty; theſe la- 
dies are epicures in rural pleaſures, and enjoy them 
in the utmoſt-exceſs to which they can be carried. 
All that romance ever repreſented in the plains of 
Arcadia, are much inferior to the charms of Mille- 
nium-Hall, except 'the want of ſhepherds be 2 
ged a deficiency,. that nothing elſe can compenſate; 
there indeed t 
tic writers repreſent, and have - formed a female 
Arcadia. 24 | 
. . After breakfaſt all the ladies left us except Mrs. 
Maynard. We were ſo charmed with the ſpot we 
were in, that we agreed to remain there, and I 
called on my couſin! to continue the taſk ſhe had 
undertaken; which ſhe did in the following 
manner. | . 
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RS. Trentham never knew the blefling of a 
mother's care, her's died the ſame month 
which gave her daughter birth; and Mr. Tren- 
tham ſurvived his wife but eight years. He left his 
little girl 'eleven thouſand pounds, recommending 
both her perſon and fortune to his mother Mrs. 
Alworth. F258 
Mrs. Alworth was an old lady of good fenſe and 
merit. She had felt the moſt melancholy, but not 
unuſual effect of long life, having outlived all her 
children. This 24 ſhe alleviated in the 
beſt manner ſhe was able, by receiving her grand- 
children into her family. Her ſon by her ſecond 
huſband left behind him a boy and a girl, the for- 
mer at the time I ſpeak of about eleven years old, 


the latter ten. Her daughter had married Mr. 
Denham, and at her death left two girls. Mr. 


Denham entering into wedlock a ſecond time, 
very willingly complied with Mrs, Alworth's defire 
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of having his two daughters. The eldeſt of theſe 
was twelve years old, the. youn 
Theſe children had lived with the old lady ſome 


As 
a ſt 


and 


other rival brought to the hou 
tremely handſome and engaging. 
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geſt eleven. 


when ſhe took home Harriot Trentham. 
their grandmother was rich, there had been 
rong contention. among them for her favour, 
they could not without great diſguſt ſee an- 
e. Harriot was ex- 

The natural 


ſweetneſs of her temper rendered her complying 


and 
care 


obſervant; but OY been bred under the 
of a ſenſible and indulgent father, ſhe had 


never been taught the little' arts of behaviour, 
which mothers too commonly inculcate with fo 
much care, that children are as void of ſimplicity 
at eight, as at eight and twenty years old. The 


firſt 


thing a girl is taught is to hide her ſentiments, 


- fo. contradict the thoughts of her heart, and tell 
all the civil lies which cuſtom has ſanctified, with 
as much affectation and conceit as her mother; and 
when ſhe has acquired all the folly and impertinence 
of a riper age, and apes the woman more un- 
gracefully than a monkey does à fine gentleman, 

the parents congratulate themſelves with the ex- 
tremeſt complacency, on the charming education 


be 


have given their daughter. | 
arriot had been taught no ſuch leſſons. Her 


father had a ſtrong diſlike to prematurity, and feared 


that 


communication with the world would too ſoon 


teach her art and difguiſe, the laſt things he would 
- bave choſen to anticipate. ' . 

By teaching her humanity, he initiated her into 

. civility of manners. She: had learnt, that to give 


in 


was immoral ; and could no more have borne 


to have ſhocked any perſon's mind, than to have 


| racked his body. 


Any thought therefore that 
could 
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could hurt ſhe ſuppreſſed as an indiſpenſable duty, 
and to pleaſe by her actions, and not offend by her 
words, was an eſſential part of the religion in 
which ſhe was educated: but in every thing 
whereby no one could ſuffer, ſhe was innocence 
and ſimplicity itſelf; and in her nature ſhone pure 
and uncorrupted, either by natural or acquired 
vices. enn | | 
- Mrs: Alworth, though fond of all her grand- 
children; could not conquer a degree of partiality 
for Harriot, whoſe attractions, both perſonal and 
mental, were very ſuperior to thoſe of her couſins. 
Her beauty ſecured her the particular attention of all 
ſtrangers, ſhe gained their favour at firſt ſight, and 
ſecured it by her amiable diſpoſition when they be- 
came more acquainted with her. | I 
Envy is one of the firſt paſſions that appears in 
the human mind. Had Miſs Alworth and Miſs 
Denham been much younger, Harriot would not 
have paſſed unenvied. Every day increaſed their 
diſlike to her, as ſhe grew daily more beloved by 
others, and they let no opportunity eſcape of mak- 
ing her feel the effects of their little malice. Their 
hatred to her produced an union among themſelves ; 
for the firſt time they found ſomething in which they 
all agreed. They were continually laying little 
plots to leſſen her in their grandmother's opinion; 
frequent were the accuſations againſt her, but her 


innocence always triumphed, though it never diſ- 


couraged them from repeating the ſame unſucceſs- 
ful attempts. Mrs. Alworth was extremely fond 
of them all, but yet ſhe ſaw through their malice, 
and their behaviour only ſerved to endear Harriot 
the more, who defended herſelf without anger, and 
retained no rancour in her mind. Free from re- 
ſentment or ſuſpicion, ſhe was ever open to their. 


arts, and experience did not teach her to be on her 


guard 
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guard againſt them, which often occaſioned their 
having appearances / on their ſide, and might have 
raiſed prejudices againſt her. in Mrs. Alworth's 
mind, had ſhe not found a defender in Maſter Al- 


worth, who alone of all her couſins was free from 


envy. He was naturally of an honeſt and ſweet 
diſpoſition, and being fond of Harriot, (for beauty 
has charms for all ages,) felt great indignation at the 
treatment ſhe received, and would often expreſs a 
reſentment from which ſhe was wholly free. 

Mrs. Alworth's great fondneſs for her grandſon, 
and ſtrong prejudices againſt ſchools, from a belief 
that boys acquire there more vice than learning, 
had determined her on a private education. She 
therefore provided a tutor for him before he was 
ſeven years old; a man of leatning and ſenſe, with 
a great deal of religion and good humour, and who 
was very attentive to the employment for which he 
had been choſen. 


Maſter Alworth, by being thus kept at home, had 


frequent opportunities of- obſerving the malice of 
his fiſter and Miſs Denham againſt Harriot, and 
never failed expoſing their Ws, 8 to his grand- 
mother, who from thence learnt to ſuſpect their 
reports about things which paſſed in his abſence, 
and conſequently could not be cleared up by him. 
His: fondneſs for Harriot ſoon made him beloved by 
her, and as ſhe found little pleaſure in the ſociety 
of her other couſins, ſhe ſought his company, but 
as he was much engaged by his ſtudies, ſhe ſeldom 
found him at leiſure to play. The tutor, greatly 
delighted with her, tried to awaken in her mind a 
deſire of improvement, and found it an eaſy taſk ; 
ſhe was inclined to learn, and capable of doing it 
with great quickneſs. Mrs. Alworth readily en- 
tered into the good man's views, and was pleaſed 
with the eagerneſs of Harriot's application. Maſter 

: | Alworth 
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Alworth was far enough advanced in learning to 


aſſiſt his favourite, and from him ſhe received in- 


ſtruction with double pleaſure, and more eaſily com- 
prehended his explanations than thoſe of their tu- 
tor, who found it difficult to diveſt himſelf ſuffiei- 
ently of ſcientific terms, which greatly retard the 
increaſe of knowledge in a youthful mind. 
Thus beloved by her grandmother and Mr. 
Alworth, and hated and traduced by her female 
couſins, Harriot lived till ſhe was ſixteen. Years 
had ſtill improved her perſon, and ſhe had made 
conſiderable progreſs in learning, when Mrs. Al- 
worth judged it proper that her grandſon ſhould go 
abroad, to compleat an education: whieh- ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf was hitherto faultleſs. He had no ob- 
jection to the ſcheme but what aroſe from his un- 
willingneſs to leave Harriot, who ſaw his departure 
approach with great concern. She loved and re- 
ſpeed her grandmother, but Mr. Al-vorth was 
the only perſon whom ſhe could look upon in the 
tender and equal light of a friend: To be de- 
prived of his ſociety was loſing the chief pleaſure 
of her life, and the beſt guardian againit her ene- 
mies. 5 

Mrs. Alworth was pleafed with the affection 
which ſo evidently appeared between - theſe two 
young people, hoping to ſee an happy union ariſe 
from it. Their fortunes and ages were properly 
ſuited, and a love which had taken root in child- 
hood, and grown with their encreaſing years, ſeem- 
ed to promiſe a laſting harmony, of which the ſweet- 
neſs of their diſpoſitions would be no bad ſecurity. 
Theſe pleaſing ideas amuſed this worthy woman, 
but the two friends themſelves had not extended 
their views ſo far. Bred up like brother and fiſter, 
a tenderer degree of relation had not entered their 

| | thoughts, 


* C ˙˙.1 SEE rn ns > <> — 1 — - - 
— — — ——ñ ̃ — — — — 
m 


— — — 


— 


— — = - — 


* — 7 


— — — 
2 * 2 -- - — 


— — — 


— — 
— - — — — 
- > gon 


- — K— 
— = — —— — INE Rp = A 
4 * 


— — — 


> « 


2322 THE HISTORY or 
thoughts, nor did any thing more appear neceſſary 
to their happineſs, than a conſtant enjoyment of each 


other's friendſhip. 
In this diſpoſition they parted when Mr. Alworth 
went abroad. His tutor thinking himſelf not pro- 
perly qualified to conduct him in his travels, recom- 
mended another gentleman; and Mr. Alworth, at 
Harriot's requeſt, prevailed with their grandmother 
to detain his old tutor till Harriot's education was com- 
pleated. FT 5 
Mr. Alworth continued abroad two years, during 
which time Harriot had applied with ſuch unwearicd 
diligence, that ſhe was perfect miſtreſs of the living 
languages, and no leſs acquainted with Greck and 
Latin. She was well inſtructed in the ancient and 


modern philoſophy, and in almoſt every branch of 


learning. ; | 

Mr. Alworth found his couſin. not. alone im- 
proved in underſtanding, her beauty was juſt then 
in its perfection, and it was ſcarcely... poſſible to 
conceive. any thing handſomer. She had t ele- 
gance of manner, a point wherein her grandmo- 
ther excelled, and was as far removed from conceit 
as from ignorance. Her ſituation was much mend- 
ed by the marriage of the eldeſt Miſs Denham; 
and Miſs Alworth waited only for her brother's ar- 
rival and approbation, to enter into the ſame ſtate. 
The gentleman, to whom ſhe was going to be 
1 had firſt made his addreſſes to Harriot; 
but, as well as ſeveral others, was refuſed by her. 
She was not inclined to change her ſituation, or 
this gentleman's fortune, perſon and character 
were unexceptionable z however, one circumſtance, 
without any other objection, would have been ſuffi- 
cCient to have rendered his ſuit, unſucceſsful ; ſhe 
perceived that Miſs Alworth. was in love with 
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him, and though ſhe had little reaſon to have much 
regard for her, yet good nature made her anxious 
for ir ſuccels of a paſſion which ſhe ſaw was deeply 
rooted. - | 

She therefore, while ſhe diſcouraged his addreſſes, 
took every means of recommending Miſs Alworth, 
whoſe treatment of her ſhe believed rather pro- 
ceeded from compliance with Miſs Denham's than 
from ill temper. *' : 55 
This gave her hopes that ſhe might make a good 
wife to Mr. Parnel, the object of her affections, 
He ſoon perceived, that Miſs Alwortli did not be- 
hold him with indifference; but as he was much 
captivated by Harriot's charms, it at firſt had no 
other effect, than leading him to indulge in com- 
plaints of her cruelty to Mifs Alworth, who liſten- 
ed with compaſſion. Harriot often repreſented to 
him how little he ought to wiſh for her conſent to - 
m him, which he ſo. ſtrongly ſolicited; for 
ſhould ſhe grant it; he would be miſerable with a 
wife who did not love him. She told him, that 
were he indifferent, her being ſo might do very 
6 well, and they live on together in that eternal 
© ennut, Which muſt ever ſubhiſt between a married 
couple who have no affection for each other, and 
*:while natural good temper and prudence enabled 
them to dream away a dull life in peace and dead 
* inſenſability, the world might call them happy; 
but that if he really loved her, her indifference 
would render him more wretched than the moſt 
© blameable conduct. She would then repreſent the 
advantages of marrying a woman whoſe ſole affec- 
tions he poſſeſſed, though at firſt he felt for her only 
eſteem and gratitude, and adviſed him by all means 
to ſeek for one whoſe heart was in that ſituation, 
which he was well qualified to find, 

Though 
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Though Hatrriot forbore to mention Miſs Al- 
worth's name. Mr. Parnel well underſtood to 
whom ſhe alluded, but found it difficult to take her 
advice. At length, however, deprived of all hope 
of obtaining the woman he loved, and moved to 
compaſſion. by. the viſible unhappineſs of one who 
loved him, he began to liſten to it, and frankly 
told Harriot, that he underſtood the aim of what 
the had ſaid. She was not ſorry to throw off all 
- reſtraint, as it gave her the power of ſpeaking more 
to the purpoſe; and at length brought him to ſay, 
that he ſhould. not be unwilling to marry her. Har- 
riot feared leſt the belief of Mr. Parnel's ſtill retain- 
ing an, affaction for her might render Miſs, Alworth 
uneaſy, and therefore adviſed him gradually to ſlack- 
en his addreſſes to her, and at the ſame time to in- 
creaſe in proportion his attentions for Miſs Alworth, 
that he might appear to prefer her, ſince a ſymptom 
of inconſtancy ſhe knew would not ſo much affect 
her as any ſign of indifference, and Harriot's ge- 
neroſity ſo far exceeded her vanity, that ſhe very 
ſincerely deſired to be thought neglected, rather 
than give any alloy to the happineſs of her couſin. 

There was the, more colour for this ſuppoſition, 
as Mr Parnel had never been publicly difcarded by 
her, fince, for the completion of her views, ſhe had 
found it neceſſary to preſerve his acquaintance. 

Miſs Alworth was happy beyond expreſſion when 
ſhe found herſelf the object of Mr. Parnel's ad- 
dreſſes. Her wiſhes ſo far blinded” her, that ſhe 
really believed Harriot, was neglected for her, but 

et knew ſhe had long been 1 ſerve 

r, and was obliged to her for ſome inſtructions 
how to behave ſo to Mr. Parnel as to ſecure his eſ- 
teem and confidence, the beſt foundation for love. 
As her brother was then ſoon expected over, Mrs. 

| Alworth. 
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Alworth thought, that to wait for his approbation was 
but a proper compliment. + 
Mr. Alworth was not at all inclined to object to 
ſo good a match, eſpecially as it was much defied 
by his ſiſter, and the marriage was celebrated ſoon 
atter his return. This ceremony did not fo engage 
his attention, as to render him leſs ſenſible of the 
pleaſure of renewing his friendſhip with Harriot, 
who received him with the ſincereſt joy. He found 
her greatly improved, and every hour paſſed agree- 
ably that was ſpent in her company. They were 
continually together, and never happy but when 
they were ſo. Every one talked of their mutual 
paſſion, and they were ſo often told of it, that they 
began to fancy it was true, but were ſurpriſed to 
find that name ſhould be given to an affection calm 
and rational as ' theirs, totally free from that turbu- 
lency and wildneſs, which had always appeared to 
them the true characteriſtics of love. They were 
ſenſible, however, that nothing was ſo dear to them 
as each other, they were always ſorry to part, un- 
eaſy aſunder, and rejoiced to meet; a walk was 
doubly pleaſing when they both ſharedit; a book 
became more entertaining” if they read together ; 
every i” Hp infipid that they did not mutually 
enjoy. en "they conſidered theſe 1 
they were inclined to think the general opinion 
was juſt, and that their affection, being free from 
paſſion, proceeded from ſome peculiarity of tem- 
per. | 
Mrs, Alworth thought ſhe ſhould give them great 
ſatisfaction in coping a ſpeedy marriage, and 
rejoiced to fee the firſt, wiſh of her heart, which had 
been for their union, ſo nearly compleated. The 
old lady's propoſal made them a little thoughtful ; 
they ſaw no very good reaſon for ft: * 
| | they * 
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they road each other's ſociety . and did 


not wiſh for any more intimate tie. But neither 
knew how to refuſe, ſince the other might take it 
as an affront, and they would not for the world 
have had the ſincerity and tenderneſs of their af- 
fection brought into * Beſides, they began to 
think, that as their love was ſo generally looked 
upon as certain, it might become difficult to con- 
tinue the ſame degree 1 intimacy without expoſing 


. 


themſelves to cenſure. This thought was ſufficient 8 


to determine them to marry; and their entire af- 
fection for, and confidence in each other, convinced 
them they ran no hazard in this ſtep ; and that they 
could not fail of being happy as man and wife, who 
had ſo long enjoyed great- felicity in the moſt inti- 
mate friendſhip. | b 
In conſequence of this reſolution, lawyers were 
employed to draw up ſettlements, and every thing 
requiſite for a proper appearance on their 2 
was ordered; but they were ſo very patient on the 
ſubject, that the preparations went on ſlowly. Some 
who hoped to have their diligence quickened, in a. 
manner uſual on ſuch e pa affected delays, 
but were ſurpriſed to find that no complaint en- 
ſued. They grew ſtill more dilatory, but the only 
conſequence that aroſe from it was a decent ſolici- 
tation to diſpatch, without any of thoſe more effec- 
tual means being uſed, which impatient love or 
greedy avarice ſuggeſt, 

Theſe young people were perfectly happy and 
contented, and therefore waited with compoſure 
for the concluſion of preparations, which, however 
ſlowly, did proceed. The old lady indeed was leſs 
patient, but a grandmother's ſolicitations have no 
very powerful effect on lawyers; therefore her's 
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During theſe delays Mrs. Tonſton, formerly the 
eldeſt Miſs Denham, having been- extremely ill, was 
ſent to Buxton for the recovery of her health. As 
this place was but a day's journey irom Mrs. Al- 
worth's houſe, ſhe expteſſed a deſire to ſee her grand- 
daughter, and Mr. Alworth' and Harriot, as well 
as Miſs Denham, very readily accompanied her 
thither. | | 

The accommodations at Buxton allowed very lit- 
tle ſecluſion ; and as Mrs. Tonſton was ſufficiently 
recovered to conform to the cuſtoms of the place, 
they joined in the general ſociety. The firſt day at 
dinner Mr. Alworth's attention was much engroſſed 
by Miſs Melman, a very pretty woman. She 
was far from a perfect beauty, but her countenance 
expreſſed an engaging vivacity and great good hu- 
mour, though a wandering unfixed look indicated 
a light and unſteady mind. Her perſon was little, 
but elegant; there was a ſprightlineſs in her whole 
figure, which was very attractive; her converſation 
was ſuitable to it, ſhe had great life and ſpirit, all 
the common routine of difcourke, and a faſhion- 
able readineſs to ſkim lightly over all ſubjects. Her 
underſtanding was ſufficiently circumſcribed ; but 
what ſhe wanted in real ſenſe ſhe made up in viva« 
city, no unſucceſsful ſubſtitute in general eſtima- 
tion, | V9 | 

This young lady was almoſt a new character to 
Mr. Alworth. He had lived conſtantly at his 
grandmother's till he went abroad, and as ſoon as 
he returned into the kingdom he went thither ; 
from which, as it was the middle of ſummer, and 
conſequently London had no temptations, he had 
never ſtirred. He therefore had been little uſed to 
any woman but his ſober and ſenſible grandmother, 
two couſins who were pretty enough,” but had no 
great charms of underſtanding ; a ſiſter rather filly, 
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. _ which he lived. 
Ile had not been much W then a fortnigh 
Buxton, when his attachment to Miſs Mehnan be. 
Harriot ſaw an aſſiduity in 
different from what he had ever 
felt that, in the circumſtances 
' wherein he and Harriot then were, his conduct 
muſt appear injurious, and ſhame and the ſecret 
. reproaches of his conſcience made him take all poſ- 
| ſible opportunities of avoiding her preſence; if he 
was obliged to converſe with 
ſtrained and inattentive, as made her fear 
His re gard for her was entirely vaniſhed. 
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contented to have ſeen another woman his wife, but 
could not bear the thought of loſing his friendſhip: 
At firſt ſhe paſſed over this change in filenee, and 
appeared even not to obferve it; but When they 
received an account that the marriage writings 


highly unſeaſonable, and told him, in the moſt 
friendly and generous” manner, that nothirig re- 
t mained to be done but to caneel them, that 
© ſhe: plainly perceived another had obtained the 

heart ſhe never poſſeſſed, that the meaſures taken 
« for their marriage were of no fort of conſequence, 
© and ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe might retain his 


© ther.” 
recovering himſelf,” confeſſed to her frankly, © he! 
never knew the weakneſs and folly of the human 


. joined with the tendereſt affection; but his paſe 
„ions had had no ſhare? in his attachment. 
© the eontrary, he found them ſtrongly nag: 


„or ber which he had never before experienced, 


& MW'- without rapture, though he ſaw plainly ſhe was 
et inferior to his Harriot both in beauty and unde 7 
mM ſtanding; and as for her rinciples, he was =_ 


' tally ignorant of them. now, he ſaid, per- 
ceived the difference between friendſhip amd love, 
ar and was convinced, that eſteemm and paſſion were 
n- WW totally independarit, ſince the ' entirely poſſeſſed 
c- WF the one, while: 288  Melmantotally engroſſed the 
on cher.“ uk Ht 323 
| M Harriot 


bed 


benſion extremely painful. She would have been 


© friendſhip, Rong” he "go his hand to ano- 
Mr. Alworth at firſt appeared' confoutided; but 


heart, till his own convinced him of it; that 
he had always felt for her the moſt perfect eſteem, | 


don the fide of Miſs Melman, and felt hr = | 
© That he could not think of being her huſband” 
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Harriot was pleaſed with the frankneſs of Mr. 
Alworth's confeſſion, and wiſhed only to be ſecure 
of his friendſhip, but ſhe ſaw him ſo wholly taken 
up with Miſs Melman, that ſhe was convinced paſ- 
ſion had greater power over his ſex than eſteem, and 


that while his mind was under the tumultuous in- 


fAuence of love, ſhe muſt expect very little ſatisfac- 
tion from his friendſhip. 
She took upon herſelf the taſk of breaking off 
their treaty of marriage, and acquainted her grand- 
mother with her reſolution, who ſaw too plainly 
the reaſon for her doing ſo to blame her conduct, 
though ſhe grieved at the neceſſity for it, and 
could not ſincerely forgive her grandſon's levity 
and want of judgment, in preferring a wild fan- 
taſtic girl to the extreme beauty and ſolid well- 
known merit of Harriot, an error for which ſhe 
prophetically ſaw he would in time be ſeverely 
puniſhed. | 
Harriot, from the intended bride, now became 
the confidant of Mr. Alworth, though with an 
aching heart, for ſhe feared that, after experiencing 
the more active ſenſations of a ſtrong paſſion, friend- 
ſhip would appear too inſipid to have any charms 
for him. She accompanied Mrs. Alworth home be- 
fore the lovers choſe to leave Buxton, but not till 


' ſhe had prevailed with her grandmother to conſent 


that the marriage. between Miſs Melman and Mr. 


Alworth ſhould be celebrated at her houſe. 


When every thing requiſite for the ceremony was 
ready, they came to Mrs. Alworth's, where the 
indiſſoluble knot was tied, and, in the bridegroom's 
opinion, the moſt perfect happineſs ſecured to his 
future years. They ſtaid but a few days after the 
marriage, and then went to her une houſe, till 
the approaching winter called them to on. 
| Harriot 


Mrs. TRENTH AN. 241 


Harriot found a great loſs of a friend ſhe ſo ſin- 
cerely loved, but ſhe hoped he would be as happy 
as he expected, and had the ſatisfaction of be- 
lieving he retained a tender regard for her. They 
correſponded frequently, and his letters aſſured 
her of his felicity. After he had been ſome time 
fixed in London, he grew indeed leſs eloquent on 
the ſubject, which did not ſurprize her, as the va- 
riety of his engagements ſhortened his letters, and 
denied him leiſure to expatiate on the moſt pleaſing 
topics. 

Miſs Denham had accompanied her ſiſter home, 
and in the winter Mrs. Alworth was informed by 
Mrs. Tonſton, that Miſs Denham had received a 
propoſal from a gentleman of a good eſtate, but he 
inſiſted on a fortune of nine thouſand pounds, which 
was two more than ſhe was poſſeſſed. of; and, as 
they wiſhed the old lady to make that addition, Mrs. 
Tonſton, as an inducement, added, that the gen- 
tleman was extremely agreeable to her ſiſter, 

Mrs. Alworth was not inclined to comply with 
their views, and made no other anſwer to all Har- 
riot urged to prevail with her to give the requiſite | 
ſum, than that it was more than perhaps would, at - WM 
her death, fall to Miſs Denham's ſhare, as ſhe ſaw fl 
no temptation to purchaſe ſo mercenary a man. 1} 
When Harriot found that all ſhe could ſay was 
unavailing, ſhe told Mrs. Alworth, that, if ſhe 
* would give her leave, ſhe was determined to make 
© the required addition out of her own fortune, for 
© ſhe could not bear her couſin ſhould be diſappoint- 
© ed in a particular ſhe thought eſſential to her hap - 
< pineſs, by the want of a ſum of money which ſhe 
© could very well ſpare ; adding, that the treatment 
© ſhe had received from her couſins, ſhe attributed 
© to childiſhneſs and folly, and ſhould be far worſe 
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than they were, if ſhe could remember it with 
£ reſentment.” | 


Mrs. Alworth was greatly touched with this in- 


Nance of Harriot's generoſity, and finding that no- 
thing but the exertion of her authority, which her 
grand-daughter acknowledged abſolute, and always 
obeyed implicitly, could prevent her from perform- 
ing her -purpoſe ; ſhe determined to take the moſt 
effectual means of hindering it, by advancing the 
money herſelf, and invited Mit: enham and her 
lover to her houſe; where the marriage was per- 
formed, and they departed. 

Mrs. Alworth began to feel the infirmities of age, 
and now that ſhe and Harriot were left to a conti- 
nual tete d tte, abſolute quiet might have degene- 
rated into ſomething like dulneſs ; but the diſturb- 
ance they found not at home, reached them from 
abroad. Mr. Parnel was wearied with his wife's 
fondneſs, who, not conſidering that he had married 
her more out of gratitude than affection, had diſ- 

uſted him with the continual profeſſions of a love, 
to which his heart would not make an equal return. 

This fondneſs teazed a temper, naturally good, into 

eviſhneſs, and was near converting indifference 
into diſlike. Mrs. Parnel, diſtreſſed beyond mea- 
ſure at an effect ſo contrary to what ſhe intended, 
reproached him with ingratitude, and tormented 
him with tears and complaints: 

HFarriot, who conſidered this match as in a great 
meaſure her own work, was particularly 1 
of redreſſing theſe 8 and took great pains 
to perſuade Mrs. Parnel to reſtrain her fondneſs, 
and ſuppreſs her complaints, while ſhe endeavoured 
to make her huſband ſenſible, that he ought, in 


conſideration for the cauſe, to pardon the trouble- 
ſame effects, and not to ſuffer himſelf to be diſ- 


guſted 


; 
| 
| 
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gaſted by that affection in his wife, which to moſt 
huſbands would appear a merit. Mrs. Alworth: 


joined to Harriot's perſuaſion the influence her age 


and reſpectable character gave her, and, though: 
not without great difficulty, they at laſt ſaw Mr. and 
Mrs. Parnel live in peace and amity, withour ny 
of the pleaſures ariſing from ſtrong and delicate af- 
fections, or the ſufferings occaſioned by ill humour 


and hatred ; and whatever void they might find in 


their hearts, they were ſo happy as to have well 
filled by two very fine children, which Mrs. Parnel 
brought her huſband, who always treated her with 
great indulgence, in hopes of fixing Harriot's good 


opinion; for though deſpair had damped his paſſion,. 


yet he ſtill loved her with the tendereſt reſpect and 
reverence. 


Towards the latter end of the ſecond year of Mr. 


Alworth's marriage, his grandmother died, much 
regretted by Harriot, whom ſhe leſt miſtreſs of her , 
own fortune, with the addition of four thouſand- 


pounds, part of it the accumulated intereſt of her 
paternal inheritance, the reſt Mrs. Alworth's le- 
gacy. Her grandſon ſucceeded to her houſe, and 
intreated Harriot, that he might find her there when 
he came to take poſſeſſion. 


Their correſpondence had been regular, but 
they had never met ſince his marriage. Mrs. Al- 


worth was not fond of the converſation of an old 


lady; and, from ſeeing herſelf not very agreeable 
to her grandmother, felt an uncommon awe in her 
preſence. Harriot had received repeated invita- 
tions from them, but could not be prevailed with to 


leave old Mrs. Alworth, who had no other compa- 
nion. | 


3 The 
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The only relief ſhe found in her affliction for 
the loſs of ſo worthy a parent, was putting the 
houſe, and all belonging to it, in order, for the 
reception of her firſt friend, in whoſe ſociety ſhe 
expected to renew the happineſs ſhe had ſo long en- 
joyed from it. Nor was ſhe diſappointed in her 
hopes of finding him ſtill her friend; they met 
with mutual Joys and Mrs. Alworth ſeemed at 
firſt as much pleaſed with her new poſſeſſion, as 


they were with each other. But Harriot ſoon. 


found her happineſs conſiderably damped. Mr. 
Alworth, unwilling to let his grandmother know 
the ill ſucceſs of an union which he was. ſenſible 
ſhe diſapproved, had been filent on that ſubject in 
his letters, but he was too well acquainted with the 
generoſity of Harriot's temper, to fear ſhe would 
triumph at the- natural conſequence of his ill- 
grounded paſſion, and therefore concealed not 
from her any part of the uneaſineſs which his 
wife's Jiſpolition gave him. He too late ſaw the 


difference between ſenſible vivacity and animal 


ſpirits, and found Mrs. Alworth a giddy coquet, 
too volatile to think, too vain to love; pleaſed 
with admiration, inſenſible to affection; fond of 
flattery, but indifferent to true praiſe ; imprudent- 
ly vivacious in mixed companies, lifeleſs when 
alone with him; and deſirous of charming all man- 
kind except her huſband, who, of his whole ſex, 
ſeemed the only perſon of no conſequence to her. 
As her view was to captivate in public, ſhe co- 
vered a very pretty complexion with pearl-powder 
and rouge, becauſe they made her more reſplen- 
dent by 28 and in public places. Mr. 
Al worth had in ſtrong terms expreſſed his abhor- 
rence of that practice; but * ſhe was ſurpriſed 


« he ſhould intermeddle in an affair that was no 
© buſineſs 
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* buſineſs of his, ſurely ſhe might wear what com- 
© plexion ſhe pleaſed.” The natural turn of his 
temper inclined him to rational ſociety, but in that 
his wife could bear no part. The little time ſhe 
was at home was employed in drefling, and a 
multitude of coxcombs attended her toilet. Mr. 
Alworth's extreme fondneſs for her made him at 
firſt very wretched ; he ſoon found himſelf the moſt 
diſregarded of all mankind, and every man ap- 
peared his rival; but, on nearer obſervation _ he per- 
ceived his jealouſy was groundleſs, and that ſhe 
was too giddy to love any thing. This made his 
pride eaſy, but his tenderneſs ſtill had much to 
endure, till at length contempt produced ſome de- 
gree of indifference, and his ſufferings became leſs 
acute, though he lived in continual grief, at find- 
ing _ diſappointed of all his airy hopes of hap- 

pineis. N 
Harriot was ſcarcely leſs afflicted than himſelf; 
ſhe endeavoured to render him more contented 
with his ſituation, and attempted to teach Mrs. 
Alworth to think; but in both was „ 1s ra 
to 


| ſucceſsful. However, this was not all ſhe 


endure, When Mr, Alworth began with unpre- 
judiced eyes to compare her he had loſt with the 
woman for whom he relinquiſhed her; when he 
ſaw how greatly Harriot's natural- beauty eclipled 
Mrs. Alworth's, nowithſtanding the addition of 
all her borrowed charms, he wondered what ma- 
gie had blinded him to the ſuperiority. But when 
he drew a compariſon between the admirable under- 
ſtanding of the one, her great fund of knowledge, 
and the inexhauſtible variety in her converſation, 


with the infipid dulneſs or unmeaning vivacity of 


the other, he was ſtill more aſtoniſhed, and could 
not forgive his ſtrange infatuation, This train of 
M 4 thought 
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thought perhaps had no ſmall ſhare in giving riſe to 
a paſſion for Harriot, which he had never felt, while 
it might have been the ſource of much happineſs to 
them both. In ſhort, he became violently in love 
with her, and fell a prey to the moſt cruel regret 
and deſpair; ſenſible that all he ſuffered was the 
conſequence of his own folly. 
Reſpect for Harriot made Mr. Alworth endeavour 
to conceal his paſſion, but could not prevent its 
daily increaſe. At this time I became acquainted 
with her, during a viſit I made in the neighbour- 
hood; and as the natural openneſs both of her diſ- 
poſition and mine inclined us to converſe with much 
freedom, I one day took the liberty to tell her how 
much Mr. Alworth was in love with her. She had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of it; the entire affection 
Which had always ſubſiſted between them, ſhe ima- 
gined ſufficient to lead me into that error, but told 
me the thing was impoſſible; and to prove it, re- 
lated all the circumſtances of their intended union. 
Appearances were too ſtrong to ſuffer me to be 
perſuaded that J was miſtaken: I acknowledged that 
what ſhe urged ſeemed to contradit my opinion, 
but in reality did not diſprove it, the perverſeneſs 
of. human nature being ſuch as rendered it not at 
all improbable, that the eaſinefs of obtaining her, 
when 'they had both been, as it were, bred up with 
that view, might be the ſole occaſion of his indif- 
ference, while the impoſſibility of ever poſſeſſing her 
now, would only ſerve to inflame his paſſion. 
Harriot accuſed me of repreſenting human na- 
ture more perverſe and abſurd than it really was, 
and continued firm in the perſuaſion of or being 
wiſtaken. Whatever glaring figns of Mr. Al- 
worth's love appeared, ſhe ſet them all down to the 
| account 
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account of friendſhip; till at length his mind was 


ſo torn with grief and deſpair, that, no longer able 

to conceal the cauſe of his greateſt ſufferings, he 
begged her to teach him how to conquer a paſſion, 
which, while it exiſted, muſt make him wretched; 

and, with the greateſt confuſion, declared how un- 
accountably unfortunate he was, both in not loving, 

and in loving, each equally out of ſeaſon. Almoſt 

diſtracted with the diſtreſsful ſtate of his mind, he 
was in the utmoſt horror leſt this declaration ſnould 
offend her; and, throwing himſelf at her feet, with 
a: countenance and manner which ſhewed him al- 
moſt frantic with deſpair, terrified her ſo much, 
that ſhe did not fee] half the ſhock this diſcovery - 
would have given her, had it been made with more 


calmneſs. - 


She ſtrove to ſilence him; ſhe endeavoured - to 
raiſe him from her feet, but to no purpoſe; ſhe. 
could not abate the agonies of his mind, without 
aſſuring him ſhe forgave him. Her ſpirits were in 
extreme agitation till ſhe ſaw him a little compoſed, - 
for ſhe feared his ſenſes were affected; but when 
her alarm began to abate, the effect of her terrors 
and her grief appeared in a flood of tears; Mr. Al- 
worth found them infectious, and ſhe was obliged 
to dry them up in order to comfort him. When he 
grew more compoſed, Harriot ventured, after ex- 
prefling her concern for his having conceived ſo un- 
fortunate a paſſion, to intimate that abſence was the 
beſt remedy, and that there was nothing to be done 
but for her to leave the houſe. - | 

Mr. Alworth was not able to ſupport the men- 
tion of her going away, and intreated her at leaſt 


to give him time to arm himſelf againſt the great- 


elt misfortune that could befal him, the loſs of her 
ſociety. She dared not controul him in any thing 
| M5. material, 
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material, while his mind continued in that deſpe- 
rate fituation, and therefore conſented to ſtay 
ſome time longer. She found it very difficult to 
make him think, that there ever was a proper time 
for her to depart, though his paſſion was much leſs 
tormenting fince he had ventured to declare it ; 
and what before aroſe nearly to diſtraction, funk 
now into a foft melancholy. Mrs. Alworth paid 


ſo little attention to her huſband, that ſhe had not 


perceived the conflit in his mind. She was wea- 
ried with the country to the greateſt degree, and 
made the tireſome days as ſhort as ſhe could, by not 
riſing till noon; from that time till dinner her toilet 
found her ſufficient employment. As the neigh- 
bourhood was large, ſhe very frequently contrived 
to make a party at cards; but, as her company was 
not uſed to play high, this afforded her little relief, 
except ſhe ſhould find ſomebody to be with her, 
which was not very difficult, as ſhe was contented 
to do it to a difadvantage. 

In this way ſhe contrived, juſt, as ſhe called it, 
© to drag on life; and wondered how ſo fine a wo- 
© man as Harriot could have fo long buried herſelf 
« in that place, ſcarcely more lively than the family 
« vault.” 

When Harriot thought ſhe had fufficiently con- 
vinced Mr. Alworth of the neceſſity of her ab- 
ſence, ſhe took her leave with much greater concern 
than ſhe would ſuffer to appear, though ſhe did not 
affect indifference; but the truth was, Mr. Al- 
worth's paſſionate tenderneſs for her had made an 
impreſhon on her heart, which, without it, all his 
merit could not effect. The melancholy langour 
which overſpread his countenance, gave it charms 
ſhe had never before diſcovered ; the ſoſt accents 
in Which he breathed the moſt delicate love, _ 
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trated to her very ſoul, and ſhe nojlonger found 
that indifference which had been ſo remarkable a 
part of her character. But ſhe carefully concealed 
theſe new ſenſations, in hopes that he would morc 
eaſily conquer his paſhon, by not thinking it re- 
turned, 

Though the winter was ſcarcely begun, yet ha- 
ving no inducement to go to any other place, ſhe 
went to London; and, as I had prolonged my ſtay 
in the country only to gratify my inclination for 
her company, I went with her to town. Mrs. 
Alworth did not ſtay a month after us; but her 
huſband, whoſe health was by no means in a good 
ſtate, went to Bath; and that he might not be quite 
deſtitute of pleaſure, he carried his little boy with 
him, though but a year and a quarter old ; his wite 
not contending with him for this privilege, as the 


would have ſeen little more of the babe had it been in 


London. 

Harriot Trentham was, at her firſt arrival, in very 
low ſpirits, and every letter ſhe received from Mr. 
Alworth increaſed her dejection, as it painted his in 


very ſtrong colours. As the town filled ſhe began 


to try if diſſipation could diſpel her melancholy. 
Her beauty, the fineneſs of her perſon, and her be- 
ing known to' have a large fortune, which Fame 
even exaggerated, procured her many lovers, and 
ſhe bacame the moſt admired woman in town. This 
was a new ſource of pleaſure to her. She had lived 
where ſhe ſaw not many ſingle men, and though 
few of theſe, who dared to flatter themſelves with 
hopes, had failed paying their addreſſes to her, yet 
theſe ſucceſſive courtſhips were very dull, when 
compared with all the flutter of general admiration. 
Her books were now neglected, and, to avoid think- 
ing on a ſubjeR which conſtantly afflicted her, the 
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forced herſelf into public, and was glad to find that 

the idleneſs of the men, and her own vanity, could 

afford her entertainment. a : 

She was not however ſo totally engroſſed by this 
pleaſing diffipation, as to neglect any means of 
ſerving the diſtreſſed. Mrs. Tonſton exerting the 
oe ſhe had ſo early ſhewn for traducing others, 

her huſband and his family at variance, till at 
length the falſhoods, by which ſhe had effected it, 
came to be diſcovered. Her huſband and ſhe had 
never lived well together, and this proof of her bad 
heart diſguſted him ſo intirely, that he turned her 
out of his houſe, allowing her a meer trifle for her 
ſupport. In this diſtreſs ſhe applied to Harriot, who 
the knew was ever ready to ſerve even thoſe who had 
moſt injured her. : 

Her application was not unſucceſsful. Harriot 
ſent her a conſiderable preſent for her immediate 


convenience, and then went into the country to 
Mr. Tonſton, to whom ſhe repreſented ſo effectually 


his ungenerous treatment, ſince the fortune his wife 
brought him gaye her a right to a decent mainte- 


nance, that he made a proper ſettlement upon her, 


and gave the writings into Harriot's hands, who not 

only ſaw the money paid regularly, but took ſo 
much pains to convince Mrs. Tonſton of the ma- 
lignity of her diſpoſition, that ſhe brought her to 
a due ſenſe of it, and, by applying for. his aſſiſtance 
to mend her heart, who beſt knew its defects, ſhe 
became ſo altered in temper, that five years after 
her ſeparation from her huſband, Harriot effected a 
reconciliation, and they now live in great amity 
— pk gratefully acknowledging their obligations 
tO Der. a N 
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J have anticipated this fact in order to render my 
narrative leſs tedious, or I ſhould have ſtopped at 
Harriot's procuring a ſettlement for Mrs. Tonſton, 
and have told you that, by lying, in her return, at 
an inn where the ſmall-pox then was, ſhe caught 


that diſtemper, and ſoon after ſhe arrived in Lon- 


don it appeared. I need not ſay that ſhe had it 
to a very violent degree. Being then in town, I 
had the good fortune to nurſe her, and flatter my- 
felf that my care was not uſeleſs ; for in caſes ſo 


dangerous, no one,. who does not feel all the ten- 


der ſolicitude of a. friend, can be a proper. 


nurſe. 


Mrs. Alworth wrote her huſband word of Har- 
riot's illneſs, who came poſt to London, filled 


with the extremeſt anxiety, and ſhared the fatigue 


of nurſing with me; ſne was all the time delirious. 
When ſhe came to her ſenſes, ſhe at firſt ſeemed 
mortified to think Mr. Alworth had ſeen her in that 
disfigured condition; but, on reflection, told me, 
© ſhe rejoiced in it, as ſhe thought it muſt totally 


© extinguiſh his paſſion; and her greateſt ſolicitude 


© was for his happineſs,* But ſhe afterwards found 


her expectation was ill grounded. 


When ſhe recovered, ſhe perceived that the 
ſmall-pox had entirely deſtroyed her beauty. She 
acknowledged ſhe was not inſenſible to this mortifi- 
cation ; and, to avoid the obſervation of the envi- 
ous, or even of the idly curious, ſhe retired, as ſoon 
as ſhe was able to travel, to a country-houſe which 
I hired for her. bo 

In a very. ſhort time ſhe became perfectly con- 
tented with the alteration this cruel diſtemper had 


made in her. Her love for reading returned, and 
ſhe regained the quiet happineſs of which flutter 


and 
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and diſſipation had deprived her, without ſubſti- 
tuting any thing fo valuable in its place. She has 
often ſaid, * ſhe looks on this accident as a re- 
ward for the good ſhe had done Mrs. Tonſton, 
© and that few beneyolent actions receive ſo im- 
© mediate. a recompence, or we ſhould be leſs re- 
* miſs in our duties, though not more meritori- 
© ous in performing them.“ She found retirement 
better calculated for overcoming an hopeleſs paſſion 
than noiſe and flutter. She had indeed, by diflipa- 
tion, often chaſed Mr. Alworth from her thoughts, 
but at the firſt moment of leiſure his idea returned 
in as lively colours, as if it had always kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of her mind. In the country ſhe had time 
to reflect on the neceſſity of conquering this incli- 
nation, if ſhe wiſhed to enjoy any tolerable happi- 
neſs, and therefore took proper meaſures to combat 
it. Reaſon and piety, when united, are extremely 
prevalent, and, with their aſſiſtance, ſhe reſtrained 
her affection once more within its ancient bounds 
of friendſhip. Her letters to Mr. Alworth were 
filled with remonſtrances againſt the indulgence of 
his love, and the ſame means ſhe had found effec- 
tual, ſhe recommended to him, and with ſatisfac- 
tion learnt, that though they had not entirely ſuc- 
ceeded, yet he had acquired ſuch a command over 
his heart, tnat he was as little wretched as a man 
can be, who is a living monument of the too 
common wy of being captivated by a ſudden 
glare of perſon and parts, and of the fatal error 
of thoſe men who ſeek in marriage for an amuſing 
trifle, rather than a rational and amiable compa- 
nion, finding too late that the vivacity which pleaſes 
in the miſtreſs, is often a fatal vice in a wife. He 
- lives chiefly in -the country, has generally a few 
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friends in the houſe with him, and takes a great 
deal of pains in the education of his two ſons; 

while their mother ſpends almoſt the whole year in 
tawn, immerſed in folly and diſſipation. 

About fourtern years ago Harriot, whom I ought 
to begin to call Mrs. Trentham, came to ſee a lady 
in this neighbourhood, and thus was firſt known 
to the inhabitants of this manſion. They were 
much pleaſed with her acquaintance, and when 
ſhe had performed her viſit, invited her to paſs a 
little time with them. She required no ſolicita- 
tion, for it was the very thing ſhe wiſhed, and here 
ſhe has remained ever Grice. When Mr. Maynard 
died, leaving me but a ſmall jointure, Mrs. Tren- 
tham was indulged in her inclination, of afkin 
me to ſpend the firſt part of my widowhood with 
her and her friends; and I have been fortunate 
enough to recommend myſelf ſo effectually, that 
they Bike left me no room to doubt their chookn 
my continuance with them, and indeed I think 
could ſcarcely ſupport life were I baniſhed from 
this heavenly ſociety. b 

Mrs. Trentham and Mr. Alworth keep up a 
conſtant correſpondence by letters, but avoid meet- 
ing. His wife has brought him one 1 and 
Mrs. Trentham's happineſs has been rendered com- 
pleat, by obtaining from her permiſſion to educate 
this. child; a favour which, contrary to what is 
uſual, is eſteemed very ſmall by her who granted, 
and very great by the perſon that received it. This 
girl is now ten years old, and the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of her age of any one, perhaps, in the king- 
dom. Her perſon is fine, and her temper extremely 
engaging. She went about a week ago to her 
father, whom ſhe viſits for about three weeks twice 
in a year, and never returns unimproved, = 
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As Mrs. Trentham's fortune made a good addi-- 
tion to the income of the ſociety, they on this occa- 
ſion eſtabliſhed in the pariſh a A Sarde of car-- 
pets and ruggs,. which has ſucceeded ſo. well, as to 


enrich all the country round about. 


As the morning was not very far advanced, I 
aſked Mrs. Maynard to conduct us to their manu- 


facture, as in my opinion there is 7. ſo de- 


lightful as extenſive induſtry. She readi 


habited part of the village, above half a- mile from 


Millenium-Hall. Here we found. ſeveral hundreds 


of people of all ages, from ſix years old to four- 


ſcore, employed in the various parts of the manu- - 
facture, ſome ſpinning, ſome weaving, others dying 


the worſted, and in ſhort all buſy, ſinging and 


whiſtling, with the appearance of general chear- 


fulneſs, and their neat dreſs ſhewed them in. a con- 
dition of proper plenty. 


The ladies, it ſeems, at firſt hired perſons to in- 


ſtrut the neighbourhood, which was then bur- 
dened with poor, and ſo over-ſtocked with hands, 
that only a ſmall part of them could find work. 


But as they feared an enterprizing undertaker might 
ruin their plan, they themſelves undertook to be 


ſtewards ; they ſtood the firſt expence, allowed a 


conſiderable profit to the directors, but kept the 
diſtribution of the money entirely in their own 
hands : thus they prevented the poor from being op- 
preſſed by their ſuperiors, for they allowed them 
great wages, and by their very diligent inſpection 
_ hinder any frauds. I never was more charmed, than 
to ſee a manufacture ſo well ordered, that ſcarcely 


any one is too young or too old to partake of its 
*emoluments. As the ladies have the direction - | 


ily com- 
plied, and led us to a ſort of ſtreet, the moſt in- 
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the whole, they give more to the children and the 
aged, in proportion to the work they do, than to 
thoſe who are more capable, as a proper encourage- 
ment and reward for induſtry in thoſe ſeaſons of life 
in which it is ſo uncommon. 

We were fo taken up with obſerving theſe peo- 
ple, that we got home but juſt as dinner was carry- 
ing in. | 

n the afternoon we informed the ladies how we 
had ſpent the latter part of the morning, and in 
the courſe of converſation Lamont told them, that 
© they were the firſt people he ever knew who 
© lived entirely for others, without any regard to 
© their own pleaſure; and that were he a Roman 
© Catholic, he ſhould beg of them to confer on him 
the merit of ſome of their works of ſupererroga- 
© tion,? ; 

I do not know where you could find them, re- 
© plied Mrs. Mancel. I believe we have not been 
able to diſcover any ſuch; on the contrary, we 
are ſenſible of great deficiencies in the perform- 
* ance of our duty,” | 35 50 

Can you imagine, Madam, interrupted La- 
mont, that all you do here is a duty?” 
Indiſpenſibly fo, anſwered Mrs. Mancel; we 
are told by him who cannot err, that our time, 
our money, and our underſtandings, are entruſt- 
ed with us as ſo many talents, for the uſe of 
which we muſt give a ſtrict account. How we 
ought to uſe them he has Jikewife told us; as to 
our fortunes, in the moſt expreſs terms, when he 
commands us to feed the hungry, to cloath the 
naked, to relieve the priſoner, and to take care 
of the fick. "Thoſe who have not an inheritance 
that enables them to do this, are commanded 
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© to labour, in order to obtain means to relieve 
* thoſe who are incapable of gaining the neceſſa- 
© ries of life. Can we then imagine, that every one 
is not required to aſſiſt others to the utmoſt of his 
« power, ſince we are commanded even to work 
© for the means of doing ſo? God's mercy and 
© bounty is univerſal, it flows unaſked, and un- 
© merited; we are bid to endeavour to imitate 
© him as far as our nature will enable us to do it. 
© What bounds then ought we to ſet to our good 
offices, but the want of power to extend, them 
farther? Our faculties and our time ſhould be 
employed, in directing our donations in a 
manner. the moſt conducive to the benefit of 
mankind, the moſt for the encouragement of 
virtue, and the ſuppreſſion of vice; to aſſiſt in 
this work is the buſineſs of ſpeech, of reaſon, and 
of time. 'Fheſe ought to be employed in ſeek- 


triving means for regulating it to the beſt pur- 


wards ſettling the affairs of my houſhold wi 
ceconomy, and be careleſs how I diſtribute my 
benefactions to the poor, to whom I am only a 
ſteward, and of whoſe intereſts I ought to be as 
careful as of my own? By giving them my 
money I may : ſacrifice my. covetouſneſs, but by 
doing it negligently I indulge my indolence, 
which I ought to endeavour to conquer as much 
as every other vice. Each ſtate has its trials; 
the poverty of the lower rank of people exerciſes 
their induſtry and. patience; the riches of the 
great are trials of their temperance, humility, 
and humanity, Theirs is perhaps the more 
difficult part, but their preſent reward is. alſo 
greater 
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ing out opportunities of doing good, and in con- 


poſe. Shall I allow much careful . 
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greater if they acquit themſelves well; as for the 
uture, there may brobably be no inequality. 

© You obſerved, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, that 
we live for others, without any regard to our 
own pleaſure, therefore I imagine you think our 
way of life inconſiſtent with it; but give me 
leave to ſay you are miſtaken. What is there 
worth enjoying in this world that we do not 
poſſeſs ? We have all the conveniencies of life, 
nay, all the luxuries that can be included among 
them, We might indeed keep a large retinue ; 
but do you think the ſight of a number of uſeleſs 
attendants could afford us half the real ſatisfaction 
that we feel from ſeeing the money, which muſt 
be laviſhed on them, expended in ſupporting the 
old and decrepid, or nouriſhing the helpleſs in- 
fant? We might dreſs with ſo much expence, that 
we could ſcarcely move under the burden of our 
apparel ; but is that more eligible, than to ſee the 
ſhivering wretch clad in warm' and comfortable 
attire ? Gan the greateſt luxury of the table afford 
ſo true a pleafure as the reflection that, inſtead of its 
being over-charged with ſuperfluities, the homely 
board of the cottage is bleſſed with plenty? We 
might ſpend our time in going from place to 
place, where none wiſh to ſee us except they find 
a deficiency at the card-table, perpetually living 
among thoſe, whoſe vacant minds are ever ſeek- 
ing. after pleaſures foreign to their own taſtes, 
and purſue joys which vaniſh as ſoon as poſſeſſed; 
for theſe would you have us leave the infinite ſa- 
tisfaction of being beheld with gratitude and 
love, and the ſucceſſive enjoyments of rational 
delights, which here fill up every hour? Should 
we do wiſely in quitting a ſcene, where every 

object 
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* object exalts our mind to the great Creator, to 
mix among all the folly of depraved nature? 

© If we take it in a more ſerious light, ſtill we 
ſhall perceive a great difference in the comforts 
ariſing from the refleions on a life ſpent in an 
endeavour to obey our Maker, and to correct our 
own defects, in a conſtant ſenſe of our offences, 
and an earneſt defire to avoid the commiſſion of 
them for the future, from a courſe of hurry and 
* diflipation, which will not afford us leiſure to re- 
collect our errors, nor attention to attempt amend- 
ing them.” | 

© The difference is indeed ſtriking, ſaid Lamont, 

© and there can be no doubt which is moſt eligible ; 
but are you not too rigid in your cenſures of diffi- 
© pation? You ſeem. to be inclined to forbid all in- 
* nocent pleaſures,” 


c 
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* By no means, replied Mrs. Frentham, but 


© things are not always innocent becauſe they are 
* trifiing. Can any thing be more innocent than 
* picking of ftraws, or playing at puſh-pin ; but if 
* a man employs himſelf. ſo continually in either, 
© that he neglects to ſerve a friend, or to inſpect 
* his affairs, does it not ceaſe to be innocent? 
Should a ſchool-boy be found whipping a top 


* 


correction becauſe it is an innocent amuſement ? 


they obſtruct the exerciſe of the greateſt duties 
in life. Whatever, renders us forgetful- of our 
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us into being, or leads us to be inattentive to his 


A 


© its own nature. While we purſue theſe things 


« with 


— ſchool hours, would his maſter forbear 
and yet thus we plead ſor ＋ trifling, tho“ 


Creator, and of the purpoſes for which he called 


commands, or neglectful in the performance of 
them, becomes criminal, however innocent in 
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with a moderation which prevents ſuch effects, 
they are always innocent, and often deſirable; 
the exceſs only is to be avoided.” 
I have nothing left me to ſay, anſwered La- 
mont, than that your doctrine -w/ be true, and 
your lives are happy; but may I without imper- 
tinence obſerve, that I ſhould imagine your ex- 
tenſive charities require an immenſe fortune.” 
Not ſo much, perhaps, ſaid Mrs. Morgan, as 
you ſuppoſe. We keep a very regular account, 
and at an average (for every year will not be 
exactly the ſame) the total ſtands thus. The 
girls {chool four hundred pounds a year, the boys 
an hundred and fifty, apprenticing ſome and 
equipping others. for ſervice one hundred. The 
cloathing of the girls in the houſe forty. The 
alms-houſe two hundred. The maintenance of 
the monſters an hundred and twenty. Fortunes 
and furniture, for ſuch young perſons as _y 
in this and the adjoining pariſhes, two hundred. 
All this together amounts only to twelve hundred 
and ten pounds a year, and yet affords reaſon- 
able comforts to all. The expences of ourſelves 
and houſhold, in our advantageous fituation, 
come within eight hundred a year. Finding ſo 
great a balance in our favour, we agreed to ap- 
propriate a thouſand a year for the ſociety of 
gentlewomen with ſmall or no fortunes; but it 
has turned out in ſuch a manner, that they coſt 
us a trifle. We then dedicated that ſum to the 
eſtabliſhment of a manufacture, but ſince the 
fourth year it has much more than paid its ex- 
pences, though in many reſpects we do not act 
with the ceconomy uſual in ſuch caſes, but give 
very high wages; for our deſign being to I 
| 6 mul- 
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< multitude of poor deſtitute of work, we have no 
© nice regard to profit. As we do not mean to 
drive a trade, we have out of the produce made a 
« fund for the ſick and diſabled, from which they 
may receive a comfortable ſupport, and we in- 
« tend to ſecure it to them to perpetuity in the beſt 
manner we can.. i 

How few people of fortune are there, ſaid La- 
mont, who could not afford 1200 J. a year, with 
only retrenching ſuperfluous and burthenſome ex- 
« pences? But if they would only imitate you in 
any one branch, how much greater pleaſure would 
« they * receive from their fortunes than they now 
c enjoy ?” 

bile he was engaged in diſcourſe with the la- 

dies, I obſerved to Mrs. Maynard, that by the ac- 
count ſhe had given me of their income, their ex- 
pences fall far ſhort of it. She wiſpered me, that 
their accidental charities were innumerable, all 
the reſt being employed in that way. Their ac- 
acquaintance know they cannot ſo much oblige, as 
by giving them an opportunity of relieving di- 
ſtreſs. hey receive continual applications, and 
though they give not indiſcriminately, yet they 
never refuſe any who really want, heir dona- 
tions ſometimes are in great ſums, where the caſe 
requires ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtance. If they 
hear of any gentleman's family oppreſſed by too 
many children, or impoveriſhed by ſickneſs, they 
contrive to convey an adequate preſent privately, 
or will ſometimes aſk permiſſion to put ſome of 
their children into buſineſs, or buy them places or 
commiſſions,” | 
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We acquainted the ladies that we ſhould trouble 
them no longer than that night, - and with regret 
faw it ſo ſoon ended. The next morning, upon 
going into Lamont's room, I found him reading 
the New Teſtament; I could not forbear exprefling 
ſome pleaſure and ſurprize at ſeeing him thus uncom- 
monly employed. | 
He told me, he was convinced by the conduct 
of the ladies of this houſe, that their religion muſt 
be the true one. When he had before conſidered 
the lives of Chriſtians, their doctrine ſeemed to 
have fo little influence on their actions, that he 
imagined there was no. ſufficient effect produced 
by Chriſtianity, to warrant a belief, that it was 
eſtabliſhed by a means ſo very extraordinary ; but 
he now ſaw what that religion in reality was, and 
by the purity of its precepts, was convinced its 
original muſt be divine. It now appeared to him 
evidently to be worthy of its miraculous inſtitu- 
tution: and reſolving to examine whether the mo- 
ral evidences concurred with that divine ſtamp, 
which was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon it, he had 
riſen at day break to get a Bible out of the parlour, 
© that he might ſtudy precepts, which could thus exalt 
© human nature almoſt to divine.” : 
It was with great joy I found him fo ſeriouſly af- 
fected ; and when we went to breakfaſt, could not 
forbear communicating my ſatisfaction to my couſin, 
who {ſincerely ſhared in it. As ſoon as breakfaſt was 
over, we took leave of the ladies, though not till 
they had made us promife a ſecond viſit, to which 
we very gladly agreed, for eould we with decency 
have prolonged this, I know not when we ſhould have 
departed, | 
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may think I have been too prolix in my account of 
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You, perhaps, wiſh we had done-it ſooner, and 


this ſociety ; but the pleaſure I find in the recol- 
lection is ſuch, that I could not reſtrain my pen 
within moderate bounds, If what TI have deſcribed, 
may tempt any one to go and do likewiſe, I ſhall 
think myſelf fortunate in communicating it. For my 
part my thoughts are all engaged in a ſcheme to 
imitate them on a maler ſcale. 1 


I am, Sir. 


4 


